
 

SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SWAC) 
LOCATION: Yamhill County Courthouse, Room 32 

McMinnville, OR 97128 
Minutes: November 18, 2020 

 
 

 

SWAC Members present on conference call: Dave Larmouth, Jennifer Redmond-Noble, Nick 

Godfrey Absent: Joe Cook, John Arand 

Public: Bob Swartz, Ilsa Perse 

Staff on conference call: Ashley Watkins, Stephanie Curran 

1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Reminder to Mute if not speaking  
 

2. Approval of minutes from 2/19/20, 5/12/20 & 8/12/20  

Only three members present to vote; voted on 5/12/20 and 8/12/20 minutes as all 

three voting members were present at those meetings. 

Motion to approve May minutes made by Nick, seconded by Jennifer, unanimously 

approved. 

Motion to approve August minutes made by Nick, seconded by Jennifer, unanimously 

approved. 

 

3. Updates from Recology/WM/Riverbend 

Nobody was present from WM in Newberg. 

 

Dave Larmouth, Recology: Trash pickup is down about 2.5% compared to last year, 

recycling is about the same. Residential tonnage increased by about 5%, compactor 

debris box pickup has decreased, loose debris box about the same as last year and front-

loading box pick up (middles sized restaurants, etc.) has decreased by about 6%. We are 

trying to be flexible with late bills as a lot of corona virus aid is ending. We’ve sent 

requests out that customers with past due bills contact us for payment arrangements. 

 

Nick Godfrey: Business is down 30% - 34% from last year, there are not as many 
commercial customers. Projects: we removed 13 acres of temporary cover and replaced 
with intermediate cover and placed 2.5 acres of temporary cover on the South slope. 
We are prepping to add 6 vertical gas wells by the end of this year.  
 
Ashley: any updates on NOV with EPA? Nick: none at this time. 
 



4. Review of DEQ Recycling Steering Committee documents 

Ashley and Dave Larmouth sat in on DEQ Steering Committee meeting yesterday. The 

Producers will have more financial responsibility for paying some of the recycling costs 

up front. DEQ is planning a statewide recyclable list that should make things more 

uniform throughout the state. It doesn’t seem the intent of this is to push statewide 

curbside recycling, but we don’t know yet. There is still a lot to iron out, but it seems like 

things are going in the right direction.  

 

5. Ordinance Update, Membership Applications & Advertising 

The BOC approved amendments to Ordinance 626 relating to the Solid Waste Advisory 

Committee. They go into effect February 3, 2021. It will still be a seven-member panel, 

but industry members do not get to vote or serve as Chair or Vice-chair of the 

committee. There is now a clear attendance requirement. SWAC has six months from 

implementation of the amended ordinance to create and approve bylaws for the 

committee. Minutes will be submitted to the BOC within 72 hours of the committee 

meeting. Franchisees shall give updates at each meeting, with those updates being 

determined by the committee and reflected in the bylaws.    

 

Dave: For those reports do you want us to include details of cities within Yamhill County 

or just of unincorporated Yamhill County? 

 

Ashley: Probably just unincorporated Yamhill County, but we can hash those when we 

write the bylaws.  

 

Jen: I’m glad we are moving forward. 

 

Ashley: We will re-advertise for the two open committee positions now that the 

Ordinance is finalized. 

 

Dave: do the current members have to reapply? 

 

Ashley: Technically all the positions are expired, I will check with legal counsel on that. 

 

6. Updates          

1) HHW Event - Ashley: This year I had people sign up for time slots in 15-minute increments, 

which improved traffic flow. People were in and out with no longer then a 10-minute wait. 

722 people signed  up for the event, 660 showed up which is a 91% attendance rate. 84% of 

the attendees learned about the event from the post cards we mailed out, so it breaks down 

to be cheaper per person to send out post cards than other types of advertising. 73,000 



pounds of hazardous waste was collected at the event. I also held a paint collection event in 

Willamina where we collected about 9000 pounds of paint, so between the two events over 

80,000 pounds of hazardous waste collected. 

 

Dave: There is no place in town that will take them, the only thing I found is to mail them 

back to the manufacturer. 

 

Ashley: I did away with accepting propane tanks this year; it costs us $30 to dispose of per 

tank and propane companies will usually either take them back for free or a minimum $2 

fee. 

 

7. Public Comments: 

Ilsa Perse: Nick, can I get info about the Waste Management meeting next week, did you get my 

email? 

 

Nick: I responded to it today. You and one other person had the same problem. I made sure you 

are on the invite list. 

 

Ilsa: Will we have a video hookup?  

 

Nick: Yes, and there was one last time. 

 

Ilsa: Both Ramsey and I use MacIntosh and we couldn’t get it to work. 

 

Nick: I have Apple and it worked for me. The next meeting is November 24 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Dave: I found that using the Teams app, the “continue in browser option” works better  then 

downloading the program. 

 

Nick: We sent that information out in the last Teams meeting invite. 

 

Ilsa: Who will write the bylaws? 

 

Ashley: I hope to have a full 7 member SWAC committee by February, then we have 6 months to  

create the bylaws. 

 

Jen: If people are interested in the position, should they send in an application? 

 

Ashley: I will check with our legal counsel first, then I will email SWAC that the positions are 

open. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:57 pm. 


