
 

SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SWAC) 
LOCATION: Yamhill County Courthouse, Room 32 

McMinnville, OR 97128 
Minutes November 6, 2019 

 
 

 

SWAC Members present: Nick Godfrey, Dave Larmouth, Jennifer Redmond-Noble, Absent: Joe 

Cook, John Arand  

Staff: Ashley Watkins, Stephanie Curran, Christian Boenisch, Casey Kulla 

Public: Susan Watkins, Ilsa Perse 

The November 6, 2019 meeting of SWAC was called to order at 4:00 pm by Nick Godfrey 

1. Call to Order, Welcome and Introductions: 

Nick Godfrey opened the meeting. Roll call was completed.  

 

2. Approval of minutes for April 2019 meeting 

Didn’t have a quorum so skipped voting on April minutes and started with agenda item 

#3. 

  
3. Updates from Recology  

Dave Larmouth 1850 NE Lafayette Ave: Provided handout with update on numbers on 
unincorporated areas. No longer collecting milk cartons. New app “what bin.com”, will 
tell you where you can recycle it if it is not curb sided. 
Jennifer: what % goes back to landfill? 
Dave about 9%. 
Jennifer: where is the Styrofoam going? 
Dave: Agylix 
 

4. Updates from Riverbend 
Nick Godfrey: we are 60k tons/year; summer projects, completed partial final closure 
corner of northeastern corner of landfill; we have added a few wells, we are picking 
up/looking for volunteer action for our pedal up program; next meeting 11/20/19 at 
Chemeketa 7 pm, 6 pm for pizza. 
Jennifer: have you tried outreach at senior centers for volunteers? 
Nick: great idea 
Jen: what were you taking in 3 yrs ago? 
Nick: 200 k/year 
 



5. Updates from WM-Newberg 
Dave Huber - we had successful HHW event, we got approval for rate increase and 
charges will be applied next month. Also now have glass cart funding approval, will roll 
the carts out this February for rural areas. We will give carts out to all rural customers, 
let them try it for a month, then if they do not want to pay for the service, we will pick 
the carts up. 
Dave Larmouth: I forget how you are charging for this 
Dave Huber– it is a flat rate. 
 

6. Recap of HHW events for 2019  
Ashley - Newberg: 567 cars in 4 hours; 62,877 pounds of waste collected. In Sept we did 
a paint only event 100 cars with Paint Care in Willamina, 13307 pounds of paint. 
McMinnville: wait time max 1 hour, 440 car 59,729 pounds. 135,913 pounds total for 
year. Top items: flammable liquids, paint and propane cylinders. I found out Mac Gas 
will recycle for $2 or the green camping size for free. I helped with Tillamook County 
HHW, they do it 9 times a year, 100 cars per event, hour wait times and they have their 
own permanent facility. No dates for next year’s events. 
 

7. Membership- positions/Ordinance Updates/By laws  
Were forwarded commissioners, are revising solid waste ordinances. Christian B talked 
about work session and revising section 3, the composition of the committee. The 
changes discussed: expand to 9 members, 4 county residents 1 business/industry not 
from solid waste, 2 reps from franchisees, 1 student, public interest/waste reduction 
specialist all members can vote, franchisees cannot if they will benefit financially. 
Section 3.4 change might remove quorum of 5 to a majority of the committee (no 
specific number).  
Dave raised some concerns about decisions made at BOC without SWAC input first. 
Jen: was it mentioned that industry reps couldn’t chair? 
Christian: I don’t remember, Casey? 
Casey: listen to tape 
Christian: this came out of public input from the meetings. 
Jen: I don’t think industry should vote 
Nick: I think a larger membership will lessen this. 
Casey: the conversation at BOC was that with larger number of people on SWAC it 
provides more emphasis on lay citizens while still getting industry knowledge/input. 
Nick: what is happening to the folks we voted on before? 
Ashley: the board decided to do a work session first 
Nick: are we voting on this again now that we are going to 9 people 
Ash: we are trying to fill 2 positions now, if membership increases, we will have 4 
positions open. Once we have a full committee, we will work on by-laws. I will forward it 
to you when Christian and Todd have finished the details, I will pass it on to SWAC 
members before the board votes. 

 



 
8. Other business:  

Ash: I followed up with DEQ study, no updates because they have not heard back from 
EPA on nuisance/odor study. I am working on food waste prevention workshop with 
DEQ to bring event to Newberg or McMinnville.  
  

 
9. Public Comments:  

Margaret Cross, 1102 SW Russ Ln, McMinnville: Want to suggest public comment time 
come at the beginning of the meeting, thank you to Recology, great number on 
Styrofoam recycling. Kudos to Ashley on HHW event. Are there any stats on Multi-family 
recycling? 
Dave: Multi-family is a challenge, DEQ has a task force trying to meet deadline for 
service providers to do more outreach to tenants. Currently we work with owner or 
management company but by 2022, rules changing to every tenant has to receive 
recycling education. 
Margaret: What is biggest problem with owners?  
Dave: it is a lot to manage, if tenants put stuff in wrong carts, we won’t take it and 
owner or manager has to deal with getting rid of it. 
I think the application process needs to start over, should get together with News 
Register to educate public on changes and have everyone re-apply. Some apps are out 
of date. I also advise you have public hearings and take public input before you establish 
bylaws. As a committee, there needs to be more outreach/education and collaboration 
with other organizations, to take a broader view; advising users on the whole chain.  
 
Ilsa Perse, 5765 NE Mineral Springs Rd, Carlton: wants industry to be non-voting 
members and brought it up at BOC. They countered with increased membership which 
would lessen industry input. Last April SWAC voted to not let people opposed to dump 
be in SWAC. Has that changed?  
Ashley: that was an opinion, not voted on or current policy. 
 

10. Adjourned: 5:11 pm 
 
 

 

 
 
 


