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Measure 26-196
Bonds to construct job training space, improve
classrooms, safety, technology.

Portland Community College (PCC) is the largest post-secondary
institution in Oregon. It assists 78,000 full and part-time students
in Multnomah, Washington, Yamhill, Clackamas and Columbia
counties to obtain career training and further their education.

Question: Shall Portland Community College construct, expand,
modernize facilities; estimated to maintain current tax rate by
issuing $185 million in bonds? If the bonds are approved, they will
be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are
not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the
Oregon Constitution.

PCC is conducting a district wide examination of its physical
infrastructure and academic program needs, to strategically plan
for the future. PCC’s strategic plan (the “Plan”) adopted by the
Board focuses on three essential goals which have led to this bond
request:

Summary: Projects expected to be financed with bond funds
include:

1. Improve workforce training programs to better align
with current and future jobs: Expanded facilities and updated
technology for students will help develop skills for the jobs of
tomorrow, with the goal of securing higher paying jobs to meet the
growing cost of living in the metro area.

• Construction and improvements to provide students with up-todate job training spaces;

2. Invest in training for Health and STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) programs: Students
studying these disciplines require access to the latest technology
and adequate facilities to enter the workforce career ready.

• Acquisition of modern technology and equipment;
• Improvements to transit and disability access;
• Projects to increase facility lifespan and efficiency through
energy efficiency, heating, ventilation, air conditioning, electrical,
plumbing, and sustainability improvements;

3. Invest in meeting safety and security needs, and provide
disability access: PCC goals include investing in safety, security
and accessibility, so students are safe and invited to learn.

• Site improvements, demolition, furnishing, equipping, acquiring
or purchasing land, bond issuance costs;

If approved, bond proceeds are expected to include the following
investments:

• Modernizing the Portland Metropolitan Workforce Training
Center;

• Improvements to the Portland Metropolitan Workforce Training
Center to provide students with up-to-date job training spaces by
rebuilding two outdated buildings and combining programs into
one multi-story facility.

• Improving the Sylvania Campus Health Technology Building and
Health Inter-Professional Training Facility;
• Constructing child care facility on Rock Creek campus;
• Upgrading Cascade Public Safety Building and enhancing safety
and security district wide.
If bonds approved, matching state funds of $8 million would be
available to reduce overall cost to taxpayers.
PCC will conduct, issue annual audits to ensure funds used as
intended.
Bonds would mature in not to exceed 16 years from issuance.
Bond cost estimated to maintain fiscal year 2017 rate of 40 cents
per $1,000 of assessed value. Actual rates may differ and depend
on interest rates incurred and assessed value growth.

• Sylvania campus Health Technology Building renovation:
including updates to science and biology labs, nursing education
suites and faculty workspace for health-related career fields.
Seismic, safety and accessibility needs will also be addressed.
• Development and redesign of spaces used for health interprofessional training.
• Safety, security, longevity, and accessibility upgrades.
• Long range planning to align overall facilities and academic
plans. A comprehensive approach is expected to increase
coordination and efficiency, reducing long term costs.
What would the bond cost?
Because of expiring bonds, the PCC bond measure is
estimated to maintain current tax rates for local homeowners.
If voters approve the bond it is expected to maintain the fiscal year
2017 rate of $0.40 per $1,000 for 16 years. For a house assessed
at $200,000 the cost is estimated at $80 per year, or $6.66 per
month. The total principal amount of bonds authorized will not
exceed $185 million. Actual levy rates may differ depending on
interest rates incurred and growth in assessed value.

NO ARGUMENTS
WERE FILED IN
OPPOSITION TO THIS
MEASURE

Accountability
Funds from the bond would go directly to the projects that are
expected to help achieve the goals outlined above. PCC would
emphasize openness and transparency so that the public can track
how funds from the bonds are spent.

Information furnished by Sylvia Kelley, Executive Vice President
Portland Community College
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Portland Community College
Measure 26-196
Argument in Support
Over the years, taxpayers in our district have invested in the future
of our community by supporting Portland Community College. And
here at PCC, we have worked hard to return on those investments.
Portland Community College now is the largest post-secondary
institution in Oregon, serving nearly 78,000 full-time and part-time
students, online and on campus.
In fact, PCC ranks in the top 20 community colleges in the nation.
PCC also ranks #1 in Oregon in graduates’ salaries compared to
tuition cost.
This bond renewal will enable PCC to continue to build on that
foundation of success.
This bond will help:
- Modernize PCC’s job training centers
- Update technology and equipment
- Improve transit access
- Construct a child care facility
- Upgrade safety and security on campuses
- Increase facility lifespan, energy efficiency and
sustainability - to decrease costs in the long run
PCC values equity and inclusion for minority businesses,
workers, and contractors.
Future PCC bond projects will include clear goals to provide more
contracting opportunities to minority, women-owned, and emerging
small businesses. Together, we can make investments that do
more than build a college – we can help build a stronger, more
diverse business community.
We are proud of what our bond program has built, and committed
to providing up to date information on the planning and
implementation these projects – that information can be found at
https://www.pcc.edu/about/bond/.
We thank the community for your continued support of one of our
area’s greatest assets: our community college and the dedicated
PCC employees and students who are doing their part to make our
community shine.
Please join us in voting YES on M26-196

Portland Community College
Measure 26-196
Argument in Support
Business Leaders Urge a YES Vote on M26-196
As business leaders in the metro area, we are well aware of how
our region is changing. We are now competing with people from
around the world for jobs and for business.
In this changing environment, our goal is to hire employees who
will stay and grow with us – employees with strong roots in the
community, who have the skills and qualifications required for the
jobs of tomorrow.
We find those employees here in the Northwest – with certificates
and degrees from local colleges and universities. PCC is the
largest of those institutions; in fact it is the largest post-secondary
institution in Oregon.
PCC graduates students with the skills and training to fill the
positions we need. For example, PCC offers certificates and
degrees in:
Bioscience
Building Construction
Computer Science
Engineering
Health Information Management
Manufacturing
Medical Professions & Nursing
As business leaders in the metro area, we support PCC’s
bond renewal because PCC graduates are our employees, our
managers, our directors – and for some of us – the heads of our
companies and our industries.
YES! PCC is a smart investment in our future.
Cascade Web Development
Dweller
Flotonix
Inici Group
Neil Kelly Design/Build
Pedal Bike Tours
Powell’s Books
Sunbridge Solar
The Tygh Valley Group
Walsh Construction Co.

PCC Board of Directors:
Kali Thorne Ladd, Chair, Zone 2
Denise Frisbee, Zone 1
Michael Sonnleitner, Zone 3
Jim Harper, Zone 4
Valdez Bravo, Zone 5
Mohamed Alyajouri, Zone 6
Deanna Palm, Zone 7
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As health care professionals in the metro area, we support PCC’s
bond renewal measure because it will help to strengthen an
industry we all rely upon, and lift up our families in the process.

We’re voting YES for PCC
Community groups, organizations and non-profits support this
measure because this bond renewal isn’t just about building a
community college – it’s about building a community.

The health care industry is expected to lead job growth in Oregon
over the next decade; it is one of the fastest growing industries in
the state.

Portland Community College is our partner.

Oregon’s education system is working to keep pace with this
growth – graduating qualified practitioners and incorporating new
competencies into traditional training programs.

Access, student success, quality education, equity, inclusion,
sustainability and resilience – these are core principles we share
with PCC and its vision for the future of our community.

PCC offers degrees and certificates in some of the most in-demand
heath care fields, including:
• Dental Hygiene
• Emergency Medical Technician
• Gerontology
• Medical Imaging
• Medical Laboratory Technology
• Nursing

PCC supports underserved and underrepresented communities in
the metro area by providing a less expensive, more accessible path
to a college degree.

The 2017 bond renewal will go to expanding and modernizing
PCC’s health care training programs. The facilities and equipment
used by PCC’s health care certificate and degree programs
(medical, nursing and dental) are essential to those programs.
By continuing to improve upon the success of these programs,
PCC is not only investing in an industry that is essential to our
economy – it is also providing a pathway for individuals in our area
to a stable and well-paying career.
Please join us in voting YES for PCC.
CareOregon
Oregon Health Care Association
Oregon Nurses Association
Tuality Healthcare

PCC teaches the skills necessary to secure better paying jobs –
strengthening families and communities as a result.
PCC is actively working to increase equity and inclusion by
recruiting diverse faculty, administrators and staff.
PCC is doing its part to combat climate change. The college is a
nationally recognized leader in the higher education community for
sustainability and climate action.
PCC supports metro area youth by offering advanced courses for
high schoolers, GED programs, and an affordable pathway to a
four-year degree.
PCC supports people who are unemployed and underemployed, by
offering training courses for individuals re-entering the workforce or
changing careers.
PCC supports students with jobs, children at home, or other
commitments, by offering online classes and flexible schedules.
PCC partners with us – our schools, our non-profits, community
groups and organizations – to provide opportunities and services
we have all come to count on.
We support PCC because PCC supports us.
Join us and vote YES for on M26-196
Adelante Mujeres
Centro Cultural de Washington County
Hacienda CDC
Latino Network
Native American Youth & Family Center
Oregon League of Conservation Voters
Portland Council PTA
Portland NAACP
The Portland Trail Blazers
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Our economic development organizations – chambers of
commerce, business associations, and others – support the PCC
bond because it is an investment in the future of our area.

ELECTED LEADERS URGE A YES VOTE ON 26-196

PCC Helps Our Economy Grow

Now, more than ever, access to affordable education is critical to
the future of our community and the people who want to make a
home here for themselves and their family. Oregon’s economic
recovery is not reaching everyone equally. Too many low-income
and communities of color are being left behind. Affordable,
accessible education is the key to unlocking opportunity for all. As
the state’s largest college, PCC holds the key to a successful future
for individuals and communities across the region.

Portland Community College provides access to affordable
education for ALL

PCC’s job training programs supply students with the skills
businesses in our area demand – so that they can compete in the
region’s major industries. Without a skilled workforce, metro area
businesses are unable to keep pace, and are forced to recruit from
elsewhere.

We urge you to vote YES!

Local employers face challenges finding the highly skilled
employees they need to grow their business and compete
successfully. This bond renewal will increase access to critical
career and technical education programs that prepare students for
good-paying jobs and support employers who are ready to expand.

PCC is a vital part of our economy
Demand for a skilled and educated workforce is expanding
among the region’s top employers. Good paying jobs are growing
increasingly complex and require workers with the technical
training necessary to adapt. PCC is focused on meeting the needs
of Portland metro’s workforce. Funds from the bond will go to
improving workforce training programs and prepare us all for a
better future.

PCC is a Safe Investment
Portland Community College has a proven track record of offering
courses that fit the needs of our local economy – and when the
economic landscape changes, PCC changes with it. PCC has
demonstrated success in graduating students who are qualified
for – and hired for – the jobs that fuel our local economy.

Smart investment for today and tomorrow

We support this bond renewal – and PCC – because PCC supports
our economy and helps keep our community strong.

This bond is simply a renewal of an existing rate so your YES vote
will not increase your current tax rate but will allow PCC to leverage
$8 million in matching funds from the State of Oregon. Taxpayer
oversight includes annual audits and project transparency through
a public information portal to be found on the PCC website.

Join business and economic development leaders in voting
YES on M26-196.

Federal
U.S. Congressman Earl Blumenauer
U.S. Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici

Banks Chamber of Commerce
Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce
Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce
Lake Oswego Chamber of Commerce
Main Street Alliance of Oregon
Tigard Chamber of Commerce
Tualatin Chamber of Commerce
Westside Economic Alliance
Wilsonville Area Chamber of Commerce

State Senators
Michael Dembrow
Richard Devlin
Lew Frederick
Rod Monroe
Margaret Carter
State Representatives
Margaret Doherty
Chris Gorsek
Diego Hernandez
Alissa Keny-Guyer
Tina Kotek
Rob Nosse
Barbara Smith Warner
Jennifer Williamson
Richard Vial
Local
Hillsboro Mayor Steve Callaway
Tigard Mayor John Cook
Tualatin Mayor Lou Ogden
Multnomah County Chair Deborah Kafoury
Multnomah County Commissioner Sharon Meieran
Multnomah County Commissioner Jessica Vega Pederson
Portland City Commissioner Dan Saltzman
Lake Oswego City Councilor Theresa Kohlhoff
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Please
Remember To
Sign Your
Return Envelope!

As PCC faculty, we help to train and educate a wide variety of
students throughout the region. Students representing every age
group, income level and cultural background - seeking vocational
training, technical degrees, or a jump start to a 4-year degree.
These students require the most up-to-date technology and
classrooms in order to prepare for their future careers. When our
students graduate, they go on to compete with students from
across the nation – and in order to help them secure the jobs
they’ve trained for, PCC needs up-to-date tools and facilities.
If passed, this bond will help:
- Modernize the Portland Metropolitan Workforce Training
Center
- Update the Sylvania Campus Health Technology Building
and Health Inter-Professional Training Facility – including
updating science and biology labs, nursing education suites,
and workspace for other health-related career fields
- Improve classrooms
- Acquire modern technology and equipment
As commutes get longer and rents get higher, students are turning
more to local community colleges and online courses. To meet that
demand, PCC must continue providing its students with up-to-date
training and technological tools. Join us in voting YES on this bond
so we can continue to do that.
Please vote YES for PCC
Andrew Butz, Sociology
April Ann Fong, Biology and Environmental Sciences
Bryan Hull, Composition/Literature
Doug Byrd, Political Science
Fred Miller, Psychology
Jane Zunkel, Composition/Literature
Jim Parks, Criminal Justice
Mark Easby, Composition/Literature
Porter Raper, Composition/Literature
Sylvia Gray, History
Teri Mills, Nursing
Tom Scales, Political Science
Trina Hing, English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
Wayne Hooke, Psychology

DON’T DELAY
VOTE TODAY!

Information furnished by Hailey Sheldon, PCC Forward
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Dear Voter:

When I signed up for my very first college class at the PCC
campus in my neighborhood, I had no way of knowing I was
starting an education journey that would eventually take me to the
Harvard Kennedy School. I would not have thought that possible
considering my financial means at the time. I didn’t know what
courses I wanted to take. All I knew then was that I had a hunger
to learn and I needed to start somewhere that felt accessible and
welcoming.

As a first-generation college student, I face pressures and financial
hardships many students don’t. I was destined to get lost in the
system. But instead I prevailed.
I enrolled at PCC to begin my journey toward a better life. While
working three jobs to pay for tuition and provide for myself, I
made a promise that I would always put my best self forward and
advocate for others so that they may have the same opportunities.
While taking classes, I worked for PCC’s Career Exploration
Center, Women’s Resource Center, and soon after became the
student body President at PCC Rock Creek.
Now, as my time at PCC is reaching its close, it is important that I
pass the torch and help open doors that I did not have access to.
As the community changes, PCC must continue to change with it.
I’m supporting PCC’s bond renewal measure because it will help
change the lives of students all over Portland. The affordability,
resources and opportunities that flow from Portland Community
College enrich our community and workforce.
Voting YES will make an extraordinary difference in the lives of
thousands of people and families throughout the five counties that
PCC serves – people just like me.
Ivan Hernandez, PCC Student

My very first class set the tone and gave me the confidence I
needed to continue pushing forward. I had signed up for a math
class and was a little worried because I didn’t think I was good at
math. My instructor changed all of that for me. Not only did I learn
that I was good at math, I learned that I could excel in college.
Over the next few years I was encouraged, supported, and
challenged to push myself by faculty, staff, and administrators who
prioritized student success. At PCC I engaged with some of the
smartest, most thoughtful and supportive instructors I’ve had in any
institution of learning.
As our community continues to grow, and more people feel the
pressure of an economy that isn’t lifting everyone up, PCC holds
the promise of a brighter future. It’s not just the general affordability
of PCC that makes the difference, but the rich and supportive
learning environment that comes with it.
I support the PCC bond because I know PCC supports our
community. The investment we make today to modernize
classrooms and improve training programs will come back to us in
the form of graduates who will have the skills and commitment to
make our community stronger.
Roberto Jiménez
PCC Diamond Alumni 2012
PCC, 1994- 1997
University of Oregon, 1995-1998
Harvard Kennedy School, 2010-2011
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