
YAMHILL COUNTY 
LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Wednesday, May 22nd, 2019 
 

Present:  Commissioner Kulla, Judge Collins, Carol Fredrick, Perrin Damon, Silas Halloran-
Steiner, Larry Evenson, Brian Rucker, Theo. Urton, Dana Carelle, Jessica Beach, 
Matt Scales, Scott Paasch, Ted Smietana 

 

Guests: Pauline Metoxen, Jodi Hanson 

 

Next Meeting 
Wednesday, July 24th, 2019 

Community Corrections Annex 
 
Carol Fredrick, LPSCC Chair, brought the meeting to order.   
 
Recognition of visitors: 
 
Pauline Metoxen of NAMI and Jodi Hanson of Remnant Initiatives introduced themselves. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Chair Fredrick noted that the minutes from the April meeting had been sent out, and asked the  
Membership if there were any errors or omissions noted.  Dana Carelle noted that the minutes 
were erroneous in that she was not in attendance in April.  A motion to approve the minutes  
was made and seconded, and the membership voted to approve the minutes from the meeting  
of 4/24/19. 
 
Announcements 
 
None. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Jodi Hanson read a prepared statement as follows: 
 
“At the last LPSCC meeting on 4/24/19, Commissioner Olson presented HB3064, the 
Accountability and Equity act, which seeks to better measure outcomes of the Justice 
Reinvestment Initiative, with particular attention to historically underserved groups to promote 
accountability, equity and (inaudible).  After the meeting, Commissioner Olson committed to 



me to write a letter in support of this Bill, in collaboration with Commissioner Kulla.  He went so 
far as to ask if I would be willing to write the letter of support and email it to him, and then he 
would edit it a bit to personalize it.  The letter would then be sent to Salem where our 
Legislature is presently in session, most specifically to the House Ways and Means Public Safety 
Subcommittee.  In that short chat after the LPSCC meeting, Commissioner Olson said that he 
and Commissioner Kulla would present the letter to Commissioner Starrett, but that it would 
only take two Commissioners for the letter to come from the full Board.  A few days later I 
emailed a template to Commissioner Olson, and copied Commissioner Kulla on that email.  But 
on May 9th, I received the letter back from Commissioner Kulla explaining that Commissioner 
Olson and Commissioner Starrett were not in support of HB3064.  The letter of support was 
signed by Commissioner Kulla only, to be submitted to the House Ways and Means Public 
Safety Subcommittee.  My concern, and what I would like on record at this meeting is why 
would two of our Yamhill County Commissioners not support this piece of legislation?  I’m 
shocked that Commissioner Olson would be so supportive of HB3064 at our last LPSCC meeting, 
and then refuse to sign a letter supporting it, a letter that he asked for.  I guess I’m naïve when 
it comes to politics.  But more importantly, after attending these meetings for a year now, and 
hearing all the ways our DA is working to use JRI dollars to achieve the intended purpose for 
those dollars, namely reduced prison utilization, I’m shocked that two of our County 
Commissioners would be OK with other counties spending those dollars however they please 
while increasing prison bed utilization.  I’m shocked that two of our County Commissioners are 
OK with taxpayer dollars being used by other counties without accountability for how they are 
intended to be used, and I’m shocked that two of our County Commissioners are OK with the 
continued discrimination toward underserved populations who intersect with the justice 
system.  Maybe because Yamhill County has been a leader in finding more effective and more 
cost effective ways of holding our wayward citizens accountable, as evidenced by our being one 
of the top counties to use those dollars to decrease prison bed utilization, I expected that we 
would also be a leader in holding other counties accountable for the way they spend their JRI 
dollars.  And again, I may be naïve when it comes to politics, but I would hope that this body is 
more concerned about public safety and fiscal responsibility, that it is about politics.  And I 
hope that this incident is an anomaly for how members of this LPSCC operate, and not the 
norm.  So, thank you for listening and allowing me to make that statement for public comment.  
I’m happy to answer any questions and submit a copy of this statement for the Secretary for 
inclusion in our minutes.” 
 
Judge Collins commented that he needs to go back and read that Bill more closely.  He stated 
that he heard Ms. Hanson’s frustration, and that he would like to learn more about what it says. 
 
Commissioner Kulla asked Ms. Hanson for the high points of the Bill, and Ms. Hanson stated 
that the high points are since the implementation of JRI, some counties, including Yamhill, have 
decreased their prison use substantially.  There are many counties who have actually increased 
the use of prison beds, though they are receiving funding to decrease prison use.  HB3064 was 
written so that the Criminal Justice Commission can form an advisory committee to go into 
those counties who have not shown progress in decreasing prison use to help them improve 
their outcomes, or to determine if those counties just don’t care and will not change how they 



operate, in which case their funds would be diverted to underserved communities.  This would 
include rural counties, tribal communities, women, communities of color, and LGBTQ folks.  She 
said the Bill was still in Ways and Means at this time. 
 
Silas Halloran-Steiner asked if any of the professional associations have taken a position on this 
Bill?  Jessica Beach reported that her association (Oregon Association of Community 
Corrections Directors) have some concerns with the Bill, and have been collaborating with the 
Partnership for Safety and Justice (PSJ), who authored the Bill.  She commented that the PSJ has 
visited several counties, and that they have reached out to her to arrange a local visit so that 
they can better understand the concerns. She stated one concern is that the Bill only refers to 
prison reduction, which is only one of the four specified goals of JRI.  Ms. Hanson commented 
that there is also another pending Bill, which would continue to fund all counties at the current 
service level.  She stated again that there is major concern about the several counties who have 
not reduced prison bed use.  Chief Scales commented that his association took no position on 
HB3064. 
 
Theo. Urton stated that he has looked at the forms that the Criminal Justice Commission uses to 
evaluate counties.  He stated that the questions on the 6-month reports are limited.  He stated 
that he had several questions from reviewing DA Berry’s supplemental grant application.  He 
stated that he is not impressed with the questions that are being asked for evaluative purposes.  
He stated that this may be the reason that some counties are getting away with what they’re 
doing.  He stated that he came up with a form that can be used to better evaluate programs.  
He passed it out and challenged anyone to come up with a better form.  (Copy of form 
attached). 
 
Chief Scales commented that he is on the CJC Grant Review Committee.  He says that these 
issues have been discussed, and he commented that several counties are just now beginning to 
do what’s been done in Yamhill for many years now. 
 
Jodi Hanson commented that in her talks with PSJ, she learned that some of the smallest 
Oregon counties have received only $50,000, which means that they’ve not been able to make 
a dent in their prison use.  She further stated that other large counties have indicated that they 
just choose not to do business this way (prison reduction), and the intent of the Bill is to re-
allocate funds from large unproductive counties to those small counties who only receive a 
small allocation.  Chief Scales commented that in the Grant Review Committee recently, a 
metro county received less than they had requested do to their lack of progress in prison 
reduction. 
 
Judge Collins commented that during previous presentation from CJC, and when we looked at 
state statistics, he remember one county in particular in the Northwest Region who consistently 
performed very poorly towards achieving JRI goals.  He also commented that we don’t appear 
to be performing as well as some metro counties, it’s simply because we don’t have near as 
many prison-bound offenders in Yamhill County.  He also commented that it’s not just about 



prison bed use, we have also improved correctional programming locally with those funds 
which reduces probation violation revocations to prison. 
 
2019-2021 Juvenile Crime Prevention Plan 
 
Juvenile Manager Dana Carelle offered a powerpoint presentation regarding the Prevention 
Plan that is submitted to the Youth Development Council, which if approved, provides funds for 
local juvenile crime prevention programs.  Yamhill utilizes these funds for a Peer Court 
program. 
 
(Copy of presentation attached). 
 
Upon completion of the presentation, Director Beach noted that this grant application requires 
LPSCC approval, but that a voting quorum is not present today. 
 
Ms. Carelle noted that this plan is simply a request for continuation of the program that has 
been operational for several years.  She is asking for an approval signature on a letter that will 
be submitted to the Youth Development Council, who has already received our plan. 
 
As there is no quorum today, Perrin Damon made a motion to make a positive recommendation 
for approval of the 2019-2021 Juvenile Crime Prevention Plan to the LPSCC Executive Team. 
 
Silas Halloran-Steiner commented that as no quorum exists today, that the Council cannot 
approve the April, 2019 meeting minutes, and suggested that the Council vote to approve a 
positive recommendation to the Executive Team.  It was also offered that it could also wait until 
the meeting in July.  The Council voted to recommend approval of the Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Plan to the Executive Team. 
 
Justice Reinvestment Summit – Review and Discussion 
 
Judge Collins commented that he attended the Summit and came away with some learnings, 
but didn’t have those thoughts together at this moment.  He suggested that the topic be put off 
until the next meeting.  Chair Fredrick asked the Judge if he had received Summit materials and 
asked if he could distribute them.  Theo Urton suggested that the Criminal Justice Commission 
may have Summit booklets.  He offered to go to the CJC to collect some and distribute them to 
the membership.  Mr. Urton also suggested that we devote an entire meeting to a discussion on 
the Summit. 
 
Department Updates 
 
Department of Community Justice:  Director Beach offered that the next biennial budget has 
been submitted to the County, but as mot of DCJ –Adult funding comes from the state, a clear 
understanding of the 2019-2021 budget will not be known until the Legislature approves the 



biennial budget.  The current budget calls for a reduction in funding.  The Juvenile budget is 
currently expected to remain at the current service level. 
 
Dana Carelle offered that Juvenile PO Foster has done excellent work improving the Juvenile 
Drug Court, and also that several recent graduates made remarkable progress.  She said it 
would be great if those youth could be made mentors to other youth.  Chief Scales asked if he 
could attend a drug court session, and Ms. Carelle commented that there are open to visitors, 
and that he could certainly attend. 
 
Judicial Department:  Judge Collins commented that they have had recent problems due to staff 
shortages, but the situation is improving.  He also commented on the pending Drug Court grant 
application.  He is very hopeful that this will restore the Drug Court Coordinator position.  There 
is also funding for Provoking Hope funding for mentors.  He is optimistic for funding.  Judge 
Collins also commented how important it is to follow drug court standards that are in place.  
Those standards are promoted by the CJC.  Judge Collins stated that the grant will support the 
Adult Recovery Court, which includes women.  He hopes to re-create the Women’s Recovery 
Court in the future.  The also mentioned the Mental Health Court, and the Juvenile Drug Court.  
The grant will hopefully support all current Courts.  The grant will require LPSCC approval, and 
due to timing, the Executive Team will review and hopefully approve the application. 
 
Board of Commissioners:  Commissioner Kulla commented about the local need for a detox 
facility.  He said he will be in support.  He said with the local problems with the homeless 
community, the need is even more evident. 
 
Judge Collins commented about an upcoming training on how to deal with the homeless 
community. 
 
Health and Human Services:  Director Halloran-Steiner commented that like Corrections, he is 
watching the Legislative budget process.  He commented about a Medically Assisted Treatment 
grant that was recently received.  He also commented on the recent approval of the needle 
exchange program.  He thanked Commissioner Kulla for his support. 
 
McMinnville PD:  Also recently submitted his budget to the City.  He expects current service 
level, and commented that they are currently fully staffed.  Chief Scales also mentioned a new, 
pending city ordinance that references public right-of-way camping that is intended to model 
the city of Vancouver, which will include certain prohibits of camping in certain areas.  He plans 
to continue to work with HHS and private partners to engage the population during the 30 days 
before the ordinance would take effect.  Commissioner Kulla offered that he is working with 
county administration to secure sights for the car park program.  He stated that some 
department heads may be receiving communication from Ken Huffer about making spaces 
available for the program. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned - Next Meeting Date:  7/24/19 


