From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
REP Kotek; BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Sal Peralta; Heather Richards; Jeff Towery; Scott Hill; Casey Kulla
Housing Emergency LC
Friday, January 24, 2020 10:50:30 AM

Speaker Kotek and Nik,
The City of McMinnville has been working to reduce homelessness and increase low-cost housing in
the City for a number of years, and as county commissioner, I facilitate a conversation among
jurisdictions and providers and advocates across Yamhill County, aiming to reduce homelessness but
also to change the narrative around homelessness. We’ve run into institutional barriers and
community opposition to those efforts, even as we find the number of people suffering
homelessness and their vulnerability increasing.
I would love to see your proposed Housing Emergency legislative concept address the challenge of
siting and paying for shelters in McMinnville, *and* I would love to see a temporary allowance for
RV, car, and tent-camping on private property in the EFU and Forestry zones (this happens now, and
providing rules and oversight could expand this safely). Ultimately, the proposal you have sketched
out (as reported by the Oregonian) has the potential to be an important first step in truly addressing
this tragedy and crisis.
Would you have time to meet to go over the Legislative Concept and would you consider some
suggestions? And possibly include Nik?
Thank you for your time and your leadership,
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; kevin.hyland@frontier.com; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
Philip Higgins; Jeff Knapp
Cycling World Championships 2026 (planning ahead)
Monday, February 3, 2020 11:35:06 AM

Nik and Jody,
Greetings on the first day of short session! Since you probably are up to your eyeballs in legislative
strategy, I wanted to give you a brief head’s-up on a big project that is on the horizon, but in six
years. It is good timing, in my view, with the budget ask for the Track and Field World
Championships.
A group in Portland is working on securing the 2026 Cycling World Championships for Portland,
along with hundreds of thousands of spectators in hundreds of languages. Here in Yamhill County,
our stake in the matter is the proposal to have the Men’s races depart from McMinnville and travel
through the riches of our agricultural landscape on the way to Portland.
After the short session, could we bring Kevin Hyland and his local contact in Yamhill County, Philip
Higgins, to meet with Nik and Jody for an overview of the race and host proposal?
Thank you!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
URGENT: Timber Unity heading to senate floor for sit-in
Monday, February 24, 2020 10:34:43 AM

I’m sure you know by now, but I just heard from Timber Unity’s Angelita that they are doing a sit-in
on the Senate floor at 11am.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
FYI, re: COVID-19
Friday, March 13, 2020 3:00:02 PM

Nik,
I just read an Oregonian article about the confusion regarding testing, so I thought you might want
to know (in case you don’t already):
Newberg’s Virginia Garcia clinic is set up to do drive-through testing of their patients who have been
through the phone triage and are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms and are at risk. They are using
LabCorp, and are set up behind the clinic. They have halted testing for now so that the whole clinic
system can be on the same standard of care that they are working on right now, but the clinic
expects to begin testing again by Monday.
All of their non-essential visits have moved to telemedicine and they are postponing all non-essential
radiology as well.
Casey

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
EDLUND Tina * GOV
RE: FYI, re: COVID-19
Friday, March 13, 2020 4:50:50 PM

Keep up the good work. At Yamhill County, we appreciate the Governor stepping up and speaking
with a strong voice on these issues, since it really helps at the local level; it can be hard, as you know,
to simply share medical professional guidance with people. They want something strong and clear,
and your boss did it. Thank you. We were encouraging the Wine and Food Classic to cancel, but until
the Governor banned large events, they were still going to go forward. I think her statement stopped
a lot of potential transmissions.
Casey
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:14 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: EDLUND Tina * GOV <Tina.EDLUND@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: FYI, re: COVID-19

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Thank you for sharing this.
Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 13, 2020, at 3:00 PM, Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us> wrote:

Nik,
I just read an Oregonian article about the confusion regarding testing, so I thought you
might want to know (in case you don’t already):
Newberg’s Virginia Garcia clinic is set up to do drive-through testing of their patients
who have been through the phone triage and are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms
and are at risk. They are using LabCorp, and are set up behind the clinic. They have
halted testing for now so that the whole clinic system can be on the same standard of
care that they are working on right now, but the clinic expects to begin testing again by
Monday.

All of their non-essential visits have moved to telemedicine and they are postponing all
non-essential radiology as well.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; PIRTLE-GUINEY Elana * GOV
A view of travel and tourism from Alaska
Monday, March 23, 2020 7:38:41 AM

A constituent sent this travel alert on to me, courtesy of the State of Alaska. It might be helpful in
working on language, especially regarding the influx of folks to Central Oregon and the Coast.
If this is unwelcome, apologies. With gratitude, Casey Kulla, Chair of the Yamhill County Board of
Commissioners

Issued: March 20, 2020
By: Dr. Anne Zink, Chief Medical Officer, State of Alaska
Commissioner Adam Crum, Alaska Department of Health and Social Services
The State of Alaska and the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
acknowledge the importance of suspending all non-essential travel across the Alaska border as
well as minimizing intrastate travel to avoid introducing new COVID-19 cases into Alaska
from out of state, and slow the spread of the virus in state. Greater than 80% of proven
COVID-19 cases have come from out of state, primarily from the lower 48. It is imperative
that Alaskans heed these guidelines.
Health Alert 9.1 – Out of State Travel
To prevent the spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), the State of Alaska is
issuing the following strong advisory:
That all Alaskans cease non-essential out of state personal, business, and medical travel now.
Alaskans currently out of state are encouraged to return home now if they had plans to return
to Alaska within the next 30 days.
We strongly advise that any tourist and non-essential business travel to Alaska be suspended
now. We strongly recommend that visitors to Alaska return to their home communities now.
Airlines operating interstate travel are mandated to immediately post this recommendation to
their customers on their webpages and at the airports in a place that is easily seen.
Airports in Alaska are mandated to prominently post all travel recommendations.
Tour operators should immediately suspend reservations for any out of state visitors.
Businesses that depend on interstate travel should immediately assess their travel needs and
only move essential personnel or travel for emergency reasons. Any travelling employee is
expected to self-isolate for 14 days after arrival in Alaska.
All travelers returning from a Level 3 area are mandated to self-quarantine for 14 days as
previously outlined in COVID-19 Health Mandate 004.
Any returning resident or worker is expected to self-quarantine for 14 days after returning to
Alaska and monitor for illness. If you cannot work from home, you should not return to work

until this period has passed, unless your work supports critical infrastructure (see Attachment
A). If your work is a part of critical infrastructure, it is the expectation that every attempt will
be made to comply with the 14-day quarantine or that appropriate steps are taken to protect
workers, the public and spread of COVID-19.
Any visitor to Alaska is expected to self-isolate for 14 days after arriving in Alaska, monitor
for illness, and follow appropriate social distancing protocols while in Alaska.
Health Alert 9.2 – In-State Alaska Travel
To prevent the spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), the State of Alaska is
issuing the following strong advisory:
That all Alaskans cease any non-essential in-state long distance personal, business, or medical
travel, with specific heightened concern for travel to remote areas with limited medical
resources.
We strongly recommend that non-residents cease any non-essential personal, business, or
medical long-distance travel within Alaska with specific heightened concern for travel to
remote areas with limited medical resources.
All air, road and maritime services operating in Alaska are mandated to post on the web and in
their terminals, these travel recommendations.
All airports, ports, and bus terminals are mandated to prominently post these travel
recommendations.
Any tour operator depending on clients moving long distances across Alaska should strongly
consider suspending operations.
We expect any traveler who leaves a community with known cases of COVID-19 to selfisolate for 14 days upon arrival to their destination community and monitor for symptoms of
illness. Following that period, appropriate social distancing should be followed.
The sacrifice of all Alaskans during this public health emergency is notable. While social
distancing is one arm of slowing the spread of COVID-19, minimizing travel is an equally
important part of slowing the spread of disease. We are aware of the impact these health
advisories have, specifically on our travel industry, already hit hard by the coronavirus
pandemic. The state is committed to continue to work with businesses and employees
impacted by the pandemic and will continue to work to mitigate these impacts. The safety and
health of all Alaskans is our primary concern.
This health advisory does not apply to medical, personal, or business emergencies.
This is not a mandate.
State of Alaska COVID-19 Health Alert 009

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Social service agencies and the stay-at-home order
Monday, April 6, 2020 4:18:43 PM

Sorry to bother you both, but a question came up in our community: do social service organizations
and shelters that work with the homeless have to observe the social distancing guidelines? I recall
that, last week, the Governor clarified that the EO 20-12 did not apply to people who are homeless
or those agencies who are working with them, be they day centers or counselors or soup kitchens or
shelters. But, I could not find an EO that made this clear.
Was there an EO, or did the Governor simply clarify this, and if so, is that available as a document? A
local drop-in center is at risk of being closed down because of the social distancing rules, and it has
one of the only toilets and handwashing stations around (and they keep folks mentally strong and
connected and grounded). I’m just trying to get them the information to show that they do not need
to comply (but maybe I am wrong).
Thank you!!!!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners
971-241-6585

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
RE: Re-Open Oregon
Friday, April 17, 2020 4:22:09 PM

Hilarious. I’m getting many of these emails, and this is just about what I said, too (“Governor is on it,
and thank you for sharing”). Thanks, Nik.
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 2:45 PM
To: Erin Linck <erinmarielinck@gmail.com>; Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; Rick Olson
<olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Re: Re-Open Oregon

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Hi – Yes, we are working on it. Attached is the presentation we started giving today that is based on
the President’s framework, which is very similar to the Governor’s and other states. Also note the
potential regional approach. Thanks for your email.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Erin Linck
Date: Friday, April 17, 2020 at 1:48 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, "kullac@co.yamhill.or.us"
<kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>, "olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us" <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>, STARRETT
Mary <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Re-Open Oregon
Representatives,
My name is Erin Linck, I am a resident in McMinnville Oregon.
I am asking you to please begin phase one of re-opening our state.
Please carefully consider the scientific data showing the number of cases in our communities.

I feel strongly that we need to move into the process of re-opening our state immediately. I believe
we can safely begin to lift the stay at home orders, but I also fear what will happen if we allow this
type of lock down to continue.
I am disheartened at the extreme government intervention during this time. I applaud the “all hands
on deck” approach and the incredible display of teamwork that has taken place. That being said - the
actions that have come as a result of this collaboration, in my opinion, are not only un-American but
they have completely missed the mark.
A certain level of social distancing and quarantine of the most vulnerable in our communities is
appropriate and a sacrifice that most are willing to make.
The extreme stay at home orders however and the mass propaganda aimed to instill enough fear to
keep people there is not something that Americans should be subject to nor should we tolerate this
type of behavior.
Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter, and thank you for all of the work that you do
on our behalf.

Respectfully,
Erin

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; Abisha Stone; Niki Terzieff; BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HOULE Dennie * BIZ
Scott Cooper
PPE-retooled manufacturer challenges
Wednesday, April 22, 2020 2:51:06 PM

Sorry to bother everyone, but I wanted to send on some of the experiences of manufacturers in
Yamhill County trying to connect with the state around producing PPE. They’ve all gone through the
online portal. If we are going to ramp up use of PPE for businesses of all kinds, we need to figure this
out.
This is from Scott Cooper at McMinnville Economic Development Partnership:
“Freelin Wade is working with GM to supply tubing necessary for ventilators and other medical
equipment.
RP Advanced Mobile Systems has access to medical face shields and multiple face masks. They have
filled out the online requested forms through various channels, had conversations with the State
Procurement Office, but nothing has moved forward. There was an opportunity for a HUGE supply of
NDA certified masks.
NW Rapid Manufacturing and NWUAV are partnering to produce medical face shields for front line
workers. They are donating these.
Ferrum Technologies has offered to retool their equipment to make various medical equipment.
They have not been able to get a response, other than filling out the online materials they were
asked.
MV Advancements has offered assistance with labor, as well.
ExcelTech, Inc. (computer board assembly) has offered to assemble boards, or medical equipment
(digital thermometers were mentioned).
The barriers most are facing is the ability to get a direct answer of what they need to do beyond
filling out the online forms. Multiple connects lead to multiple answers, which lead to them being
asked for the same exact information time and time again.”
Do any of the state folks on this email have suggestions on how Scott (who can act as their point
person) can get real, clear answers. Thank you for your time!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
FW: Baker County"s Reopening Plan
Sunday, April 26, 2020 2:42:38 PM
042420 Baker Co. Reopening Plan Letter.pdf
Baker County Business Reopening 24April2020.docx
St Alphonsus Support Letter.pdf

I know you are swamped, but I would LOVE to talk with you about this. 971-241-6585.
There is a mention below of you having a somewhat positive email conversation with Mark Bennett.
Casey
From: Sen Boquist <Sen.BrianBoquist@oregonlegislature.gov>
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2020 8:40 AM
To: Craig Pope <pope.craig@co.polk.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: Mordhorst, Lyle <mordhorst.lyle@co.polk.or.us>; Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>; Casey
Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; ainsworth.mike@co.polk.or.us
Subject: FW: Baker County's Reopening Plan

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Commissioners: Nearly a third of the counties have put forth their own opening plans to the Gov.
Brian
Sample plan from Baker County.
Waiting for OHA and the Governor means Counties are no longer needed by the State as budgets
are cut in the future …. this is not my thoughts but a plan briefed last year. The State would take
back almost all shared services. We are facing well over ten billion in budget cuts so now would be
the perfect time to consolidate all services under State control. Simple swoop of the pen …
In a Cascadia or major physical event OHA would not even exist so Counties would have to act …
Strongly recommend Polk and Yamhill Counties put forth their own opening plans to the
Governor ASAP.
Waiting for OHA or the Governor to tell you what to do is no longer an option.

From: Sen Findley <Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov>
Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2020 8:12 AM
To: Sen Boquist <Sen.BrianBoquist@oregonlegislature.gov>

Subject: FW: Baker County's Reopening Plan
Thought you might like to see this.
Lynn
From: mbennett@bakercounty.org <mbennett@bakercounty.org>
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 7:05 PM
To: Rep Owens <Rep.MarkOwens@oregonlegislature.gov>; Sen Findley
<Sen.LynnFindley@oregonlegislature.gov>; Gina Nikkel <gnikkel@oregoncounties.org>
Subject: Fwd: Baker County's Reopening Plan

Attached, had a somewhat positive email conversation with Nik Blosser... We shall see
Have a great weekend!
Mark

Mark Bennett, Commissioner
Baker County
Office: 541.523.8200
Cell:541.519.8421
Res: 541.446.3547
Begin forwarded message:
From: Heidi Martin <hmartin@bakercounty.org>
Date: April 24, 2020 at 6:26:59 PM PDT
To: Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov
Cc: Mark E Bennett <mbennett@bakercounty.org>, Bruce Nichols
<bnichols@bakercounty.org>, Bill Harvey <bharvey@bakercounty.org>, Holly Kerns
<hkerns@bakercounty.org>, Jason A Yencopal <jyencopal@bakercounty.org>, Nancy
Staten <nstaten@bakercounty.org>
Subject: Baker County's Reopening Plan
Mr. Blosser:
Included with this email you will find three attachments with respect to Baker County's
Reopening Plan. Thank you for assistance in ensuring Governor Brown receives our
submittal.
Letter to Governor Brown
Reopening Plan
Letter of Support from St. Alphonsus Medical Center

(See attached file: 042420 Baker Co. Reopening Plan Letter.pdf)(See attached file: Baker
County Business Reopening 24April2020.docx)(See attached file: St Alphonsus Support
Letter.pdf)

Heidi Martin
Executive Assistant
Baker County Board of Commissioners
1995 Third Street
Baker City, OR 97814
Phone: 541-523-8200
Fax: 541-523-8201

Baker County

Reopening Plan

Prepared based on Governor Kate Brown’s
Public Health Framework for Reopening Oregon

Purpose
The purpose of this document is to provide guidance for those involved in the process of
reopening and give information that will need to be addressed in the implementation of
their individual plans.
Due to this ever changing information associated with COVID-19 these guidelines will be
handled as an adaptive management plan or living document. This means that as
information is made available/changes or that state orders or standards are issued this
information would be discussed, addressed and then reflected in this plan as soon as
possible.
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Section I: Overview
Baker County
Baker County is a rural county located in the northeastern region of the state with its eastern most border
along the Snake River, which separates Oregon from Idaho. It consists of 3,088 square miles and has a
population of 16,134 (2010 census). The single largest city within the county is the county seat, Baker
City, Oregon with a population of approximately 9,828, indicating that about 61 per cent of the county’s
population resides in the city of Baker City. Additionally, there are 7 other incorporated towns (one with
zero full time residents)1 and approximately 25 other unincorporated towns in the county. The county’s
economy is based primarily on the region’s farming and ranching industry, with the production of cattle
and the growing of necessarily included feed crops to support the raising of livestock, and various other
farm produced food crops on a major scale.
Being a rural and sparsely populated county with the majority of its population based in one city, Baker
City, the vast amount of the county’s land mass is unpopulated.
Thus far Baker County has had no positive cases of COVID 19. This fact may be as a result of the
county’s sparse and spread out population (natural social distancing) and adherence to the government’s
guidelines on preventative measures to reduce exposure. This fortunate fact provides some relief to the
residents of Baker County from the terrible loss and suffering being experienced and felt elsewhere
around the state and country, while not relieving them of the necessity of continuing to comply with
sound and practical efforts to control exposure and contamination, self- isolation, hygiene, and all other
precautionary measures, appropriate to age group, underlying condition, and all of the other relevant
considerations.
However, the heartache, despair, uncertainty and fear caused by the efforts to slow or stop the spread of
this terrible disease through the shutdown of non-essential business and commerce is another matter. At
this point, with the favorable health condition that exists in Baker County, relative to COVID-19, the
devastating economic impact to the county seems even more extreme, and relief to these aspects of the
effects of the disease require as much attention as continuing disease mitigation efforts.
This document is prepared in response to Governor Kate Brown’s solicitation of working strategies from
Oregon counties, which support and enhance the “Public Health Framework for Reopening Oregon.”

Of the six other occupied incorporated towns in Baker County; Haines, Huntington, Halfway,
Sumpter, Richland, and Unity, the average population is 262.5 (2010 Census).
1
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Section II: Gating Criteria & Preparedness
A. Gating Criteria
1. Symptoms
(Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like syndromic cases reported
within a 14-day period)
2. Cases
(Downward trajectory of documented cases within a 14-day period OR positive tests as a percent of
total tests within a 14-day period (flat or increasing volume of tests))
Current Status
Reports from our local hospital, Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City, as well as our five medical
clinics have shown a downward trajectory of influenza-like illness or COVID-like symptoms over the
past 14 days. Many are reporting no cases in the last 14 days that would meet this criteria.
Baker County has been fortunate to have no positive tests to date. While COVID-19 was spreading
rapidly early on, the quick and decisive measures taken have slowed that rate. In Eastern Oregon we have
seen very slow growth in the nearby counties with positive cases. Total cases are in the single digits and
there are numerous days or even weeks between positive cases. The health and safety of our community
is our priority, and this trend of slow or no growth must continue. However, it would be naive to think
that we will never get a case. Baker County has created a Business/Medical Case Review Unit in the
Incident Command Structure to continuously monitor the situation and identified Management Action
Point metrics as part of an information-based, phased approach to re-opening.
Plan for Re-opening
A phased approach to re-opening our economy will keep the COVID-19 positive growth rate curve or line
relatively flat. If no management action points are reached within a two-week period, which would be the
incubation period of the virus, then it would be permissible to move to the next phase. Taking small,
calculated steps will allow the economy to start re-opening through a strategic approach that protects the
health of the community.
A Business/Medical Case Review Unit has been created in the Incident Command Structure. This group
is made up of Economic Development Professionals, Doctors, Infection Prevention Control Manager,
Public Health Officials, and Emergency Management. This Unit will continuously be evaluating the
numbers of tests done, positive tests and the information collected during contact tracing. They could
change the Management Action Points based on information, such as positive COVID tests from
healthcare workers or residents and/or staff of a Long Term Care Facility (LTCF).
In consultation with the Public Health Branch of the Incident Command Structure, a consensus was
reached on the following management action points should positive cases occur.
Management Action Points:

Positive Cases per week: 8
Hospitalized Cases: 2
Patients on a Ventilator: 1
Surrounding area Hospitals Capacity: 30%
4

If these management action points are reached, a HOLD (described in Section III) will be placed on
moving forward with any other business sector re-opening and allow time for contact tracing (described
in B - 1) to occur. Based on the data provided through contact tracing and testing, the Business/Medical
Case Review Unit and Incident Command Team will determine the need to continue to hold, or take steps
backward, until we reach a steady state.
3. Hospitals
(Treat all patients without crisis care AND robust testing program in place for at-risk healthcare
workers)
Current Status
Robust testing has been defined for the State of Oregon as 15,000 tests per week. Based on Baker
County’s population, our testing requirements would be up to 57 tests per week for those that meet the
criteria set by Oregon Health Authority (OHA).
Plan for Re-opening
Additional testing kits will be necessary to sustain a reopening plan.
There are testing sites in nearby jurisdictions that could run tests for Baker County through entering into
an agreement. In addition to the current labs that are being used, Saint Alphonsus Medical Center in
Boise, Idaho the parent hospital of the Saint Alphonsus system that includes Baker City and Ontario,
Oregon as well as Nampa, Idaho will also be able to run tests locally. This will increase Baker County’s
access for testing and provide quicker testing results. Currently, Baker County is following the guidance
provided by OHA when testing patients for COVID-19.
Requests for sufficient tests are being managed by Saint Alphonsus Medical Center Baker City. Saint
Alphonsus Medical Center Baker City will contact the Baker County Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) who will continue to use the state’s existing Ops Center to make requests for testing media from
the state. Ops Center is an electronic software tool that aids in the management of events. A request for
this media has been submitted in Ops Center and a delivery of testing media is expected April 25, 2020.
B. Core State Preparedness
1. Testing & Contact Tracing
-Screening and testing for symptomatic individuals
-Test syndromic/influenza-like illness-indicated persons
-Ensure sentinel surveillance sites are screening for asymptomatic cases (sites operate at locations
that serve older individuals, lower-income Americans, racial minorities, and Native
Americans)
-Contact tracing of all COVID+ cases
Baker County Health Department (BCHD) will take the lead on Case Investigations and Contact
Tracing pursuant to guidelines provided by OHA. See Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
Interim Investigative Guidelines, dated April 1, 2020, available through OHA.
BCHD will provide the staff for Case Investigations and Contact Tracing. This team will be led by the
Nursing Supervisor and Office Manager. Our COVID-19 Investigation Team is composed of seven
BCHD staff members, two Eastern Oregon Modernization Collaborative staff members, and five Baker
5

County employees trained in Contact Investigations. Four of the above listed team members have
ORPHEUS (Oregon’s Communicable Disease Database) access and two additional staff will have access
before the end of April 2020. Oregon Health Authority has provided information that Contact Tracing
teams should consist of a 15 per 100,000 ratio. Currently Baker County has a ratio of 14 per 16,000.
Should additional support be needed, BCHD will contact OHA Acute and Communicable Disease
Program for additional assistance.
2. Healthcare System Capacity
-Sufficient Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
-Ability to surge ICU capacity
Personal Protective Equipment
PPE supply and the current supply chain is adequate for the needs identified in the phases described
below in Section III. In each sector we have prioritized certain business types, so that should the resupply
rate of PPE become strained, a structured slowdown of PPE use can occur.
Many sectors do not need medical grade PPE. With the implementation of cloth/reusable face masks,
there will not be an additional drain on the current supply chain for medical grade PPE. The sector with
the most need for medical grade PPE is Professional Services, which includes the Hospital, Clinics,
Dentists, Optometrist, etc. They are prioritized as follows: Professional Services (1 - Hospital, 2 Clinics, 3 - Dentists, 4 – Optometrists). We have been in communication with this group to ensure we
have adequate resources to meet 30 day supply as well as surge needs of the following PPE items: N95
Masks, Surgical Masks, Gowns, Gloves, Face Shields, Cloth Face Masks (used to cover N95/Surgical
Masks if face shields are not used.)
Until the supply chain is fully back to normal, reuse guidelines will remain in effect. This will also
include the use of a vapor machine that will disinfect PPE that will extend the life of available PPE even
further than normal reuse guidelines.

Surge Plans
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center Baker City Surge Plan Summary
As part of a large, integrated care delivery network across Eastern Oregon and Western Idaho, Saint
Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City (SAMC-BC) is uniquely positioned to accommodate patients and
their care needs during the COVID-19 pandemic. While the hospital is licensed for 25 medical/surgical
and ICU beds, in the event of a “surge” of patients with known or suspected coronavirus, Saint Alphonsus
Health System (SAHS) is prepared to increase its capacity through a multi-tiered response plan overseen
by the SAHS Incident Command structure. Our plan allows us to adequately provide medical and nursing
care in the event the pandemic ‘surge’ requires increased bed capacity. This is a phased approach and
would be carefully evaluated at each phase for resource availability, both internally and externally and is
supported by federal and state waivers that allow Critical Access Hospitals to expand beyond their
licensed beds.
SAMC-BC was targeted to provide for surge capacity at 150% of current state at the end of March 2020.
This would equate to 5 ICU beds and 30 Medical/Surgical beds total. SAMC-BC has developed a surge
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plan that exceeds this targeted surge capacity. The SAMC-BC surge plan will be submitted to the Oregon
Health Authority April 24, 2020.
In working with Baker County Emergency Management an alternate care site has been established that is
in close proximity to Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City and St. Lukes clinic. This facility has
an initial capacity for 60 additional beds.
Baker County Surge Plan Summary
The purpose of the Baker County Medical Surge Plan is to strengthen medical surge response capability
for COVID-19, through a coordinated, collaborative, regional approach. This surge plan coordinates the
response actions for Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City (hospital), Baker County Public
Health, medical clinics, long term care facilities, hospice agencies, and emergency response entities.
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center - Baker City (SAMC-BC) principally serves Baker County, Oregon as the
only Hospital in the county. SAMC-BC is part of the St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center located in
Boise, Idaho. St. Alphonsus is an affiliate of Trinity Health, one of the largest multi-institutional Catholic
health care delivery systems in the nation.
SAMC-BC developed a detailed Surge Plan for COVID-19 that will serve as a guide for COVID-19. The
support and coordination of SAMC-BC in a medical surge event is critical to the efforts of Baker County
to respond to disaster. SAMC-BC developed a phased approach to open rooms and segregate patients as
in the case of the pandemic event. SAMC-BC staff are working directly with the Oregon Health Authority
with their plan.
Baker County Health Department
Public health in Baker County is done through the Baker County Health Department which has been
working closely with the Oregon Health Authority, local emergency management, hospitals and medical
providers to monitor the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
Alternative Care Site
The Baker City Seventh Day Adventist School is on standby for use as an alternate care site for lower
acuity hospital patients transferred from the hospital.
Ambulance Care Providers:
Emergency Response Transport Air Ambulances (Rotary-wing & Fixed Wing)
Life Flight Network and St. Luke’s Medical Clinic
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Emergency Response Transport Ground Ambulance Resources
Baker City Fire Department – Baker ASA

4 transport vehicles

Eagle Valley Ambulance - Richland ASA

1 transport vehicle

Halfway/Oxbow Ambulance – Halfway and Oxbow ASA

2 transport vehicles

Treasure Valley Paramedics – Huntington ASA

4 transport vehicles

Additional Non-Emergency/Inter-Facility Transporting (Ground & Air) Ambulance Services
Baker City Fire Department – Baker, Richland, Halfway, Oxbow and Huntington, ASA
Med-Transport Inc. – Baker, Richland, Halfway, Oxbow and Huntington, ASA
Halfway/Oxbow Ambulance – Halfway/Oxbow ASA
Eagle Valley Ambulance – Richland ASA
Life Flight Network
St. Luke’s Clinic

Mutual Aid Agreement
Mutual Aid agreements between the various emergency response jurisdictions is critical for a medical
surge event since any one Baker County agency/department may not have the human and equipment
resources to respond to multiple calls for service. The mutual aid agreement has been reviewed with the
last major update completed September 11, 2011.
Public Information
Medical care messages will be collaborated with the partnering agencies in a surge event. This will be
done through a Joint Information System (JIS). The messages from each partner agency will be shared
with the other so a common message can be shared from the Public Information Officers (PIOs) to the
public. PIOs from Baker County Emergency Management, Baker County Health Department, and St.
Alphonsus will work together in distributing the messages to the public.

3. Plans
-Protect the health and safety of workers in critical industries
-Protect the health and safety of those living and working in high-risk facilities (e.g. senior care
facilities)
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-Protect employees and users of mass transit
-Advise citizens regarding protocols for social distancing and face coverings
-Monitor conditions and immediately take steps to limit and mitigate any rebounds or outbreaks by
restarting a phase or returning to an earlier phase, depending on severity
Nursing Homes or Long Term Care Facilities (LTCF) - During this roll out (see Section 3, Phase 3) we
would encourage these facilities to stay on lock down for two reasons. First, it keeps these vulnerable
populations safe in this uncharted reopening with a virus we are still learning about. Second, it would
keep PPE usage down and available for hospitals and clinics should a surge event occur.
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS are:
People 60 years and older
People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility
People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled,
including:
People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
People who have serious heart conditions
People who are immunocompromised
■ Many conditions can cause a person to be immunocompromised, including
cancer treatment, smoking, bone marrow or organ transplantation, immune
deficiencies, poorly controlled HIV or AIDS, and prolonged use of
corticosteroids and other immune weakening medications
People with severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher)
People with diabetes
People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis
People with liver disease
People who are pregnant
Workers in critical infrastructure
Jails
Prisons
Older People with underlying medical conditions
Mass Transit
Houselessness
Should an individual or family that is experiencing houselessness contract COVID-19 or be identified as a
contact of a known COVID-19 case, Baker County will use the Human Services Branch of our EOC, who
will work with local partners that have been identified and are a part of this branch, to seek lodging for
them. We would also use our Human Services branch to provide the necessities of daily living, food,
laundry, and medications while they are kept in isolation. We will also connect them with housing and
food assistance programs or other services as requested by the family.

Isolation Strategy
Unless there is a need for medical services, it is recommended those that test positive for COVID-19
and/or have signs and symptoms, stay at home until they have been symptom free for 72 hours (3 days).
By following these strategies it will help protect the health and safety of workers in critical industries,
high risk facilities, mass transit, and all other sectors.
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Section III: Re-Opening Phases
A. Phased Lifting of Restrictions
During all phases, our Incident Command Team and Baker County Health Department will provide
messaging to continue to remind community members to practice the principles of good hygiene to
limit the spread of the virus: wash hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer, especially after
touching frequently used items or surfaces; avoid touching your face; sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the
inside of your elbow; disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible; and strongly
consider using face coverings while in public, particularly when social distancing is not easy to maintain
or when using mass transit. Additional messages will center on ‘People Who Feel Sick Should Stay
Home’: do not go to work, school or grocery store. Stay home except for seeking medical services;
contact and follow the advice of your medical provider; stay home until you are symptom free for 72
hours (3 days); and continue to adhere to State and local guidance as well as complementary CDC
guidance, particularly with respect to face coverings. Continual education of Employers and Individuals
throughout this process will be done to ensure we continue to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
Employers
Develop and implement appropriate policies, in accordance with Federal, State, and local regulations and
guidance, and informed by industry best practices, regarding:
● Social distancing and protective equipment
● Testing, isolating, and contact tracing
● Sanitation
● Use and disinfection of common and high-traffic areas
● Business travel
Monitor workforce for indicative symptoms. Do not allow symptomatic people to physically return to
work until they are symptom free for 72 hours.
Develop and implement policies and procedures for workforce contact tracing following employee
COVID+ test. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/principles-contact-tracing.html
Baker County has created sectors to try and group similar business or groups that would have similar
requirements through the phases described below. The sectors are as follows:
Retail - Essential (These would include those that are currently operating and are in accordance
with the Governor’s Order.)
Retail - Non Essential (These are those that were closed due to the Governor’s Order)
Industrial / Manufacturing
Professional / Personal Services
Government
Restaurants/Food Services
10

Bars
Hospitality
Others

Phase One
General Guidelines – Individuals
ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS should continue to shelter in place. Members of households with
vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning to work or other environments where distancing is
not practical, they could carry the virus back home. Precautions should be taken to isolate from
vulnerable residents.
All individuals, when outside of their homes (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping areas),
should maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more than 10 people, where
appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless cloth face masks are worn.
Avoid SOCIALIZING in groups of more than 10 people in circumstances that do not readily allow for
appropriate physical distancing of 6 feet (e.g., receptions, trade shows)
MINIMIZE NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL and adhere to CDC guidelines regarding isolation following
travel.

General Guidelines – Employers
Continue to ENCOURAGE TELEWORK, whenever possible and feasible with business operations.
If possible, RETURN TO WORK IN PHASES.
Close COMMON AREAS where personnel are likely to congregate and interact, or enforce strict social
distancing protocols.
Minimize NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL and adhere to CDC guidelines regarding isolation following
travel.
Strongly consider SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS for personnel who are members of a
VULNERABLE POPULATION. This would include physical barriers and the use of cloth face masks
when social distance can not be maintained.2
Industrial/Manufacturing - Maintain social distancing of 6’, recommend the use of cloth face masks if
social distancing cannot be done, frequent cleaning of commonly touched surfaces, encourage employees
to self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like signs and symptoms. No contact
tracing is required unless a COVID + case occurs.
Retail (Essential and Non-Essential) - Maintain social distancing of 6’, recommend the use of cloth face
masks if social distancing cannot be done, frequent cleaning of commonly touched surfaces, encourage
2

Federal Guidelines Opening Up America Again
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employees to self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like signs and symptoms. No
contact tracing is required unless a COVID + case occurs. Install physical barriers near cashier location or
use cloth face masks when social distance can not be maintained.
Professional / Personal Services Group (beauticians, barbers, accountants, lawyers, etc.), people that will
be with the public less than 6 feet spacing for over 15 minutes and did not use medical grade PPE prior to
the pandemic, use a cloth face mask. If you used medical grade PPE please see optimization / reuse
guidelines. Cloth face masks will be required (by provider and public). Appointments will be required
and contact tracing will be done through appointment logs. Frequent cleaning/disinfectant of commonly
touched surfaces will be required. No physical barriers are needed due to the cloth face masks, limit
number in waiting areas for social distancing.
Government - Maintain social distancing of 6’, recommend the use of cloth face masks if social
distancing cannot be done as well installing physical barriers where needed, frequent cleaning of
commonly touched surfaces, encourage employees to self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND
COVID-like signs and symptoms. No contact tracing is required unless a COVID + case occurs.
Building will be accessed through appointment only.
Monitor for two weeks checking against any Management Action Points. Should the Management Action
Points be checked the Business/Medical Case Review Unit will advise the following:
Move Forward – Should after two weeks there is no change in the Gating Criteria or the Core State
Preparedness and the Business/Medical Case Review Unit advises that reopening steps can continue,
Baker County will move to Phase Two.
HOLD – This would mean that an additional one to two weeks is required to adequately determine if the
Gating Criteria and Core State Preparedness requirements are able to be met/maintained.
Reduction of Phase One Step 1– In Phase One All Professional/Personal Services would be asked to
reduce current patrons or appointments by 50%. The Business/Medical Case Review Unit would monitor
any changes and advise to hold for one to two weeks before returning to Phase One.
Reductions Phase One Step 2 – Should the COVID-19 Curve not change based on step 1 above then the
Business/Medical Case Review Unit will review the contact tracing to try and determine which sector of
business (as discussed above) might continue to contribute to an increase in the COVID-19 curve. Those
sectors would be asked to close. While the other sectors would continue to follow Reduction of Phase
One Step 1. The Business/Medical Case Review Unit would determine to hold one or two weeks before
returning to Reductions Phase One Step 1.
Reductions Phase One Step 3 – Return to “stay-at-home”. Hold here for two weeks. Ensure Gating
Criteria and Core State Preparedness steps are met and restart Phase One with Reductions Phase One Step
2 and work backwards until we reach Phase One. After two weeks, re-assess Gating Criteria and Core
State Preparedness steps and move to Phase Two.

Phase Two
General Guidelines – Individuals
ALL VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS should continue to shelter in place. Members of households with
vulnerable residents should be aware that by returning to work or other environments where distancing is
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not practical, they could carry the virus back home. Precautions should be taken to isolate from
vulnerable residents.
All individuals, when outside of their homes (e.g., parks, outdoor recreation areas, shopping areas),
should maximize physical distance from others. Social settings of more than 50 people, where
appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless cloth face masks are used.
NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL can resume.
General Guidelines – Employer
Continue to ENCOURAGE TELEWORK, whenever possible and feasible with business operations.
Close COMMON AREAS where personnel are likely to congregate and interact, or enforce moderate
social distancing protocols.
NON-ESSENTIAL TRAVEL can resume.
Strongly consider SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS for personnel who are members of a
VULNERABLE POPULATION. This would include physical barriers and the use of cloth face masks
when social distance can not be maintained.3
Restaurant - Maintain social distancing of 6’. Every other booth/table or approximately 50% of normal
capacity, however physical barriers may increase capacity. Contact tracing will be required that will
contain patron data of name, contact information, time in and out of the facility. Cleaning/disinfectant
requirements of commonly touched surfaces and in between each set of patrons of booths and tables.
Physical barriers should be implemented at cashier locations. Employees in contact with patrons will
wear a cloth face mask. All employees will self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVIDlike signs and symptoms.
Bars - Maintain social distancing of 6’. Every other booth/table or approximately 50% of normal
capacity, however physical barriers may increase capacity. Contact tracing will be required that will
contain patron data of name, contact information, time in and out of the facility. Cleaning/disinfectant
requirements of commonly touched surfaces and in between each set of patrons of booths and tables.
Physical barriers should be implemented at cashier locations. Employees in contact with patrons will
wear a cloth face mask. All employees will self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVIDlike signs and symptoms. No bar seating will be available unless it meets the social distancing measure of
6 feet from the bartender.
Others (Churches, Theater, pools, ...) - Maintain social distancing of 6’, recommend the use of cloth face
masks if social distancing cannot be done, frequent cleaning of commonly touched surfaces, encourage
employees to self monitor for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like signs and symptoms.
Contact tracing would be required for sessions longer than one hour and when social distancing cannot be
maintained. (Special circumstances will be considered for those in this group along with additional
guidance from the Business/Medical Case Review Unit)
Monitor for two weeks checking against any Management Action Points. Should the Management Action
Points be checked the Business/Medical Case Review Unit will advise the following:

3
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Move Forward – Should after two weeks there is no change in the Gating Criteria or the Core State
Preparedness and the Business/Medical Case Review Unit advises that reopening steps can continue,
Baker County will move to repeat Phase Two at a social distancing of 3 feet.
HOLD – This would mean that an additional one to two weeks is required to adequately determine if the
Gating Criteria and Core State Preparedness requirements are able to be met/maintained.
Reduction of Phase Two Step 1 - Use contact tracing to determine which sector may be contributing to
increase of COVID-19 cases. The Business/Medical Case Review Unit will review the data collected
from Contact Tracing to identify possible contributing factors and institute new guidance for the sector
that is suspected of contributing to an increase of COVID-19 cases. For example, if pools are contributing
to the increase, open swim may be postponed and lap swim continue.

Phase Three
Phase 3 Step 1
General Guidelines - Individuals
VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS can resume public interactions, but should practice physical distancing,
minimizing exposure to social settings where distancing may not be practical, unless precautionary
measures are observed.
LOW-RISK POPULATIONS should consider minimizing time spent in crowded environments.
General Guidelines – Employers
Resume UNRESTRICTED STAFFING of worksites.4
Monitor for two weeks checking against any Management Action Points. Should the Management Action
Points be checked the Business/Medical Case Review Unit will advise the following:
Move Forward – Should after two weeks there is no change in the Gating Criteria or the Core State
Preparedness and the Business/Medical Case Review Unit advises that re-opening steps can continue onto
Phase 3 Step 2.
HOLD – This would mean that an additional one to two weeks is required to adequately determine if the
Gating Criteria and Core State Preparedness requirements are able to be met/maintained.
Reduction of Phase 3 Step 1 - A: Reduce gatherings based on Business/Medical Case Review Unit
recommendations.
Phase 3 Step 2
Allow visitation to Long Term Care Facilities, Adults In Custody (AIC) and congregate settings to occur.
Visitors will wear cloth face masks unless physical barriers are in place. Prior to entry visitors wash their
hands at a handwashing station and will be screened for influenza-like illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like
4
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signs and symptoms and temperatures logged. Employees in contact with residents will follow the LTCF
Tool Kit guidance. All employees will follow the LTCF guidance for screening for influenza-like
illnesses (ILI) AND COVID-like signs and symptoms prior to entry to the building.

15

4/24/2020

www1.bakercounty.org/mail/jyencop2.nsf/(%24Inbox)/554ADD62DFE8C0DD12FC1B8A5E3123B8/?OpenDocument&Form=h_PrintUI&P…

From:

"Priscilla P. Lynn" <Priscilla.Lynn@saintalphonsus.org>

To:

"Jason Yencopal (jyencopal@bakercounty.org)" <jyencopal@bakercounty.org>

Date:

Friday, April 24, 2020 03:50PM

Subject:

County Support

Saint Alphonsus Medical Center-Baker City leadership, emergency management and Infection prevention has been involved with the
development of the proposed plan for re-opening Baker County and supports moving forward with the cautious re-opening of specific
services in our county. Our relationship with County Emergency Preparedness and Department of Public Health remains on good footing
and we continue to realize the continued collaboration required to ensure a safe re-opening plan. Our leadership has committed to
serving on the Business/Medical Case Review Unit and will continue to work with County Emergency Preparedness and Department of
Public Health as the re-open plan evolves over the next several months.

Priscilla Lynn | RN, MSN, OCN

President and Chief Nursing Officer, Saint Alphonsus Medical Center- Baker City
3325 Pocahontas Rd, Baker City, OR 97814
Office: 541-524-7730 | priscilla.lynn@saintalphonsus.org

Admin. Asst.: Sue Brammer | 541-524-7737| sue.brammer@saintalphonsus.org
#SaintAlsForLIfe

As a fa th-based Cathol c Ministry and non-prof t organization, Saint Alphonsus Health System reinvests charitable care and benef ts back into the Idaho and Oregon
communities we serve. We are focused on improving the health and well-being of our patients, and supporting the needs of our commun ties by delivering innovative,
personalized care, led by an Alliance of independent and employed phys cians and prov ders who represent the full continuum of healthcare needs.

For more information, visit our website:
www.saintalphonsus.org

Confidentiality Notice:
This e-mail, including any attachments is the property of Trinity Health and is intended for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). It
may contain information that is privileged and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you
are not the intended recipient, please delete this message, and reply to the sender regarding the error in a separate email.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Time for a phone call?
Sunday, April 26, 2020 2:43:20 PM

Nik,
I know you are swamped, but I’d love to have a quick chat about all the counties proposing
“reopening plans.”
971-241-6585 You can call anytime.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
RE: Time for a phone call?
Monday, April 27, 2020 8:20:29 AM

No problem. YOU KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2020 4:13 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Re: Time for a phone call?

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Casey – Sorry but I really don’t. Please connect with your regional solutions contact for the midWillamette Valley.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Sunday, April 26, 2020 at 2:43 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Time for a phone call?
Nik,
I know you are swamped, but I’d love to have a quick chat about all the counties proposing
“reopening plans.”
971-241-6585 You can call anytime.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
ANDREW Jennifer J * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV
Thank you
Saturday, May 16, 2020 7:33:34 PM

Nik and Jennifer and Jody and Leah,
While I publicly thanked the Governor’s team when we announced the approval for Yamhill County
to enter Phase I, I wanted to share my personal gratitude with you. I watched you over past three
weeks scrambling to figure out what guidance needed to be drafted, I watched you move quickly to
get input and write the draft guidance, I watched you develop a framework and metrics for
reopening, and I watched as you waded through the reopening plans even while finalizing the
guidance for industries.
You moved fast, guided by the best public health information you had in hand. And you listened to
ordinary business owners and everyday Oregon residents.
Thank you. I am thrilled and terrified that our county is in Phase I reopening, and I hope that your
excellent communication continues as we watch closely for signs of virus resurgence. We should all
be proud to be Oregonians right now, and I am filled with gratitude for your work and trust in our
ability to management the challenges ahead. Thank you,
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
ANDREW Jennifer J * GOV
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV; EDLUND Tina * GOV
RE: Process for Entering Phase II
Thursday, May 28, 2020 5:43:03 PM

Thank you, Jennifer. We’ll likely be submitting information to you tomorrow or Monday, from
Yamhill County.
And, I would guess that you don’t get enough gratitude, so please know: I see you’all working hard,
working fast, and making the best decisions you know how to make with the best information you
have. I appreciate it all.
Casey
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners
971-241-6585
From: ANDREW Jennifer J * GOV <Jennifer.J.ANDREW@oregon.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 5:19 PM
To: ANDREW Jennifer J * GOV <Jennifer.J.ANDREW@oregon.gov>
Cc: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>; ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV
<Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>; EDLUND Tina * GOV <Tina.EDLUND@oregon.gov>
Subject: Process for Entering Phase II

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

HelloAttached please find a letter from Governor Kate Brown regarding the process for entering Phase II.
I am copying all of the counties on this email.
Thank you.
Jen
Jen Andrew
Executive Assistant to Chief of Staff Nik Blosser
Executive Assistant for Tribal Affairs
Office of the Governor Kate Brown
900 Court Street NE, Ste. 254
Salem, Oregon 97301-4096
Ph: 503-373-1565

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Riots response
Monday, June 1, 2020 4:02:41 PM

Nik and Jody,
Please send my thanks on to the Governor (or just to you) for allowing time for Commissioner
Hardesty and Senator Frederick to speak at length during the just-finished press conference. Their
remarks were powerful. The Senator sat with me for four hours at a dinner, telling me all the stories
that he just shared.
Thank you,
Casey

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
HUTCHINGS Laura * GOV
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; EDLUND Tina * GOV; ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV; ANDREW Jennifer J * GOV; BOYLE Charles *
GOV; WHEATLEY Thomas * GOV
RE: Letter from Governor Brown - Phase 2
Thursday, June 4, 2020 2:56:49 PM

Thank you, all, for the great and sobering news. I appreciate how quickly you responded, and I
appreciate the trust you have for our ability to hold infections to a low rate. Many people in our
county are grateful, so I thought you should know. Keep up the good work of responsibly leading our
state through a global pandemic and protests.
Casey
From: HUTCHINGS Laura * GOV <Laura.HUTCHINGS@oregon.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 2:17 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>; EDLUND Tina * GOV
<Tina.EDLUND@oregon.gov>; ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>; ANDREW Jennifer J
* GOV <Jennifer.J.ANDREW@oregon.gov>; BOYLE Charles * GOV <Charles.Boyle@oregon.gov>;
WHEATLEY Thomas * GOV <Thomas.WHEATLEY@oregon.gov>
Subject: Letter from Governor Brown - Phase 2

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Chair Kulla,
Please see the attached letter from Governor Brown.
Best,
Laura Hutchings
Assistant Scheduler to the Governor
Executive Assistant to:
Deputy Chief of Staff Gina Zejdlik
Federal Relations Director Annie McColaugh
Office of Governor Kate Brown
900 Court Street NE, Salem, OR 97301 | phone: 503-378-6645 | laura.hutchings@oregon.gov

COVID-19 Resources
State of Oregon – Governor Kate Brown
Health Updates – Oregon Health Authority
Student and Family Resources – Oregon Department of Education
Child Care Resources for Providers and Families – Oregon Early Learning Division

Business Layoffs, Closures and Unemployment Information – Oregon Employment Department
Business Resources and Information – Business Oregon
Oregon’s Small Business Resource Navigator – Business Oregon
Small Business Guidance and Loan Resources – US Small Business Administration (SBA)
Tourism Industry Resources and Updates – Travel Oregon
Restaurant and Lodging Industry Resources – Oregon Restaurant & Lodging Association

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Face coverings
Sunday, June 21, 2020 6:17:51 AM

Nik,
Sorry to bother you on a Sunday (but hopefully you’ll just read this on Monday).
Face coverings mandate: considering that Yamhill County was not included in the Governor’s face
covering mandate while nearly every county around us is covered by the mandate, I have been
getting many urgent requests that we be included. Folks are worried that we will become the hot
spot of infections.
I realize that Governor says that counties can opt in, but as you surely know, our county lacks the
political will to include itself without a clear and acute case count benefit, and therein lies the clear
problem: decisions about slowing the virus transmission should be not political decisions; they
should be public health decisions that are validated and ratified by the political leaders. To that end,
I have a request: please ask the Governor to consider including all Northwest Oregon counties in the
face covering mandate, or all northern Willamette Valley counties. While we have much lower case
numbers and actually have fewer than 30 active cases and zero hospitalizations and are tracing all
but 30% of cases to a known case, this can change quickly with the increasing rate of new cases in
the counties surrounding us.
I think the Governor made the right call with face coverings in the first seven counties, but I simply
ask that she extend it to more counties or explain why only these seven were included. Thank you!!!!
Casey

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV
RE: Face coverings
Monday, June 22, 2020 7:18:55 AM

Thanks, Nik.
Thank you, Gina. Let me know if you want to talk, or if you have other questions. Our HHS Director
has an inquiry into the OHA about what data they used to recommend the mandate for some
counties and not others. Perhaps we simply do not meet the data cut-off, but I hope that you will
consider this. We all really, really, really don’t want to go backwards in Phases, and I see the face
covering mandate as one component of slowing transmission enough to keep numbers under
control and remind folks that this is real.
Casey
(Casey Kulla, Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners)
971-241-6585
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Sunday, June 21, 2020 1:33 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Adding Gina Zejdlik who is lead on guidance for the Governor’s Office.
Thanks, Casey.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2020 at 6:17 AM

To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Face coverings
Nik,
Sorry to bother you on a Sunday (but hopefully you’ll just read this on Monday).
Face coverings mandate: considering that Yamhill County was not included in the Governor’s face
covering mandate while nearly every county around us is covered by the mandate, I have been
getting many urgent requests that we be included. Folks are worried that we will become the hot
spot of infections.
I realize that Governor says that counties can opt in, but as you surely know, our county lacks the
political will to include itself without a clear and acute case count benefit, and therein lies the clear
problem: decisions about slowing the virus transmission should be not political decisions; they
should be public health decisions that are validated and ratified by the political leaders. To that end,
I have a request: please ask the Governor to consider including all Northwest Oregon counties in the
face covering mandate, or all northern Willamette Valley counties. While we have much lower case
numbers and actually have fewer than 30 active cases and zero hospitalizations and are tracing all
but 30% of cases to a known case, this can change quickly with the increasing rate of new cases in
the counties surrounding us.
I think the Governor made the right call with face coverings in the first seven counties, but I simply
ask that she extend it to more counties or explain why only these seven were included. Thank you!!!!
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Casey Kulla
ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV
RE: Face coverings
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 10:57:02 AM
image001.png

Are you still interested in talking about this via a phone call? I can call you, if that works better. 971241-6585
From: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 9:43 AM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Chair Kulla,
I would be happy to speak with you more about this. I appreciate the question and your concern,
and would be happy to discuss further. Let me know if there is a good time to call, otherwise, I will
try you shortly.
Gina
Gina Zejdlik
Deputy Chief of Staff
Governor Kate Brown
Cell (971) 239-2308
Assisted by Laura Hutchings (503) 378-6645

Have you filled out your 2020 Census yet?

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Monday, June 22, 2020 at 7:18 AM
To: Nik Blosser <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Cc: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Subject: RE: Face coverings
Thanks, Nik.

Thank you, Gina. Let me know if you want to talk, or if you have other questions. Our HHS Director
has an inquiry into the OHA about what data they used to recommend the mandate for some
counties and not others. Perhaps we simply do not meet the data cut-off, but I hope that you will
consider this. We all really, really, really don’t want to go backwards in Phases, and I see the face
covering mandate as one component of slowing transmission enough to keep numbers under
control and remind folks that this is real.
Casey
(Casey Kulla, Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners)
971-241-6585
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Sunday, June 21, 2020 1:33 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Adding Gina Zejdlik who is lead on guidance for the Governor’s Office.
Thanks, Casey.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2020 at 6:17 AM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Face coverings
Nik,
Sorry to bother you on a Sunday (but hopefully you’ll just read this on Monday).

Face coverings mandate: considering that Yamhill County was not included in the Governor’s face
covering mandate while nearly every county around us is covered by the mandate, I have been
getting many urgent requests that we be included. Folks are worried that we will become the hot
spot of infections.
I realize that Governor says that counties can opt in, but as you surely know, our county lacks the
political will to include itself without a clear and acute case count benefit, and therein lies the clear
problem: decisions about slowing the virus transmission should be not political decisions; they
should be public health decisions that are validated and ratified by the political leaders. To that end,
I have a request: please ask the Governor to consider including all Northwest Oregon counties in the
face covering mandate, or all northern Willamette Valley counties. While we have much lower case
numbers and actually have fewer than 30 active cases and zero hospitalizations and are tracing all
but 30% of cases to a known case, this can change quickly with the increasing rate of new cases in
the counties surrounding us.
I think the Governor made the right call with face coverings in the first seven counties, but I simply
ask that she extend it to more counties or explain why only these seven were included. Thank you!!!!
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Casey Kulla
ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV
RE: Face coverings
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:55:56 AM
image001.png

I have a 12noon meeting, but I can peel off by 12:30.
From: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 10:59 AM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Yes! Does 11:45 or noon work for you? I’m sorry we didn’t connect yesterday.

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 10:57 AM
To: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>, Nik Blosser <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: RE: Face coverings
Are you still interested in talking about this via a phone call? I can call you, if that works better. 971241-6585
From: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 9:43 AM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Chair Kulla,
I would be happy to speak with you more about this. I appreciate the question and your concern,
and would be happy to discuss further. Let me know if there is a good time to call, otherwise, I will
try you shortly.
Gina

Gina Zejdlik
Deputy Chief of Staff
Governor Kate Brown
Cell (971) 239-2308
Assisted by Laura Hutchings (503) 378-6645

Have you filled out your 2020 Census yet?

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Monday, June 22, 2020 at 7:18 AM
To: Nik Blosser <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Cc: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Subject: RE: Face coverings
Thanks, Nik.
Thank you, Gina. Let me know if you want to talk, or if you have other questions. Our HHS Director
has an inquiry into the OHA about what data they used to recommend the mandate for some
counties and not others. Perhaps we simply do not meet the data cut-off, but I hope that you will
consider this. We all really, really, really don’t want to go backwards in Phases, and I see the face
covering mandate as one component of slowing transmission enough to keep numbers under
control and remind folks that this is real.
Casey
(Casey Kulla, Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners)
971-241-6585
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Sunday, June 21, 2020 1:33 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Cc: ZEJDLIK Gina * GOV <Gina.ZEJDLIK@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Face coverings

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Adding Gina Zejdlik who is lead on guidance for the Governor’s Office.

Thanks, Casey.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2020 at 6:17 AM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: Face coverings
Nik,
Sorry to bother you on a Sunday (but hopefully you’ll just read this on Monday).
Face coverings mandate: considering that Yamhill County was not included in the Governor’s face
covering mandate while nearly every county around us is covered by the mandate, I have been
getting many urgent requests that we be included. Folks are worried that we will become the hot
spot of infections.
I realize that Governor says that counties can opt in, but as you surely know, our county lacks the
political will to include itself without a clear and acute case count benefit, and therein lies the clear
problem: decisions about slowing the virus transmission should be not political decisions; they
should be public health decisions that are validated and ratified by the political leaders. To that end,
I have a request: please ask the Governor to consider including all Northwest Oregon counties in the
face covering mandate, or all northern Willamette Valley counties. While we have much lower case
numbers and actually have fewer than 30 active cases and zero hospitalizations and are tracing all
but 30% of cases to a known case, this can change quickly with the increasing rate of new cases in
the counties surrounding us.
I think the Governor made the right call with face coverings in the first seven counties, but I simply
ask that she extend it to more counties or explain why only these seven were included. Thank you!!!!
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
LUBA concerns
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:17:29 AM

Nik and Leah and Jody,
I try to balance bringing concerns to you with gratitude to you for the work you do.
Leah and Jody successfully connected me with Director Strickler at ODOT regarding their Connect VI
grant contract with our county to help build a bridge on the proposed Yamhelas Westsider Trail.
Thank you! We’ve been building a personal relationship, which strengthens the contractual
relationship and reinforces the trust of the project managers. We are working on an amendment to
our contract that will give a reasonable date by which the trail opens to the public between the cities
of Yamhill and Carlton. This is a good-faith negotiation between contractual partners, and I will keep
you updated as we approach agreement.
And now, our county is having trouble with LUBA. We’ve had LUBA place two emergency stays on
the construction of the bridge; the rationale is that the bridge construction risks irreparable harm to
two neighboring farms. The problem is that LUBA has chosen not to hold the petitioners (a number
of folks with a well-funded attorney) to the “irreparable harm” definition in deciding on the
emergency stay both times. We as the county are now left with large costs and no bridge to show
for it and no idea of when we can re-commence construction. We are following the rules. We are
trying to do provide a public amenity, and we have approved conditions addressing every concern
raised by a small group of well-funded opponents, most of whom have no stake whatsoever in the
corridor between Yamhill and Carlton.
What can we do here? The obvious option is to appeal to the Court of Appeals, but that has to wait
until after LUBA hears and decides on our conditional use permit. We cannot appeal to the Court of
Appeals while the emergency stay is in place. Any ideas? Based upon the tone, language choice, and
tenor of the recent LUBA stays, we as the county and property owner are not being given a fair,
transparent and consistent guide to follow in making our decisions.
Let me be clear (I adopted this language from the Governor): LUBA’s decision-making process is very
concerning to me. It suggests political influence and bad-faith efforts at decisions. It suggests
different standards for different parties when one party is a county government.
I am happy to discuss this with anyone in further conversations. Thank you!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners
971-241-6585

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
HORNER Leah * GOV; BLOSSER Nik * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
RE: LUBA concerns
Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:56:17 AM

Thank you, Leah. That is about the best response I could hope for, given the weird and frustrated
email I sent you.
From: HORNER Leah * GOV <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 7:56 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>;
CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>
Subject: RE: LUBA concerns

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Commissioner—thank you for flagging this. LUBA is an incredibly challenging process. We can follow
up with DLCD to see what is happening.
Thanks,
Leah
Leah Horner
Regional Solutions Director
Jobs & Economy Policy Advisor
Interim Transportation Policy Advisor
Office of Governor Kate Brown
Scheduler: 503-378-6549
Leah.Horner@oregon.gov
Have you filled out your 2020 Census yet?

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:17 AM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>; HORNER Leah * GOV
<Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>
Subject: LUBA concerns
Importance: High
Nik and Leah and Jody,
I try to balance bringing concerns to you with gratitude to you for the work you do.

Leah and Jody successfully connected me with Director Strickler at ODOT regarding their Connect VI
grant contract with our county to help build a bridge on the proposed Yamhelas Westsider Trail.
Thank you! We’ve been building a personal relationship, which strengthens the contractual
relationship and reinforces the trust of the project managers. We are working on an amendment to
our contract that will give a reasonable date by which the trail opens to the public between the cities
of Yamhill and Carlton. This is a good-faith negotiation between contractual partners, and I will keep
you updated as we approach agreement.
And now, our county is having trouble with LUBA. We’ve had LUBA place two emergency stays on
the construction of the bridge; the rationale is that the bridge construction risks irreparable harm to
two neighboring farms. The problem is that LUBA has chosen not to hold the petitioners (a number
of folks with a well-funded attorney) to the “irreparable harm” definition in deciding on the
emergency stay both times. We as the county are now left with large costs and no bridge to show
for it and no idea of when we can re-commence construction. We are following the rules. We are
trying to do provide a public amenity, and we have approved conditions addressing every concern
raised by a small group of well-funded opponents, most of whom have no stake whatsoever in the
corridor between Yamhill and Carlton.
What can we do here? The obvious option is to appeal to the Court of Appeals, but that has to wait
until after LUBA hears and decides on our conditional use permit. We cannot appeal to the Court of
Appeals while the emergency stay is in place. Any ideas? Based upon the tone, language choice, and
tenor of the recent LUBA stays, we as the county and property owner are not being given a fair,
transparent and consistent guide to follow in making our decisions.
Let me be clear (I adopted this language from the Governor): LUBA’s decision-making process is very
concerning to me. It suggests political influence and bad-faith efforts at decisions. It suggests
different standards for different parties when one party is a county government.
I am happy to discuss this with anyone in further conversations. Thank you!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners
971-241-6585

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
Jochimsen, Stacey (Merkley); GRAHAM Fritz; BLOSSER Nik * GOV; Fleming, Joyce; SORENSON Pete
EO gathering downtown Portland?
Thursday, July 23, 2020 4:55:31 PM

I am sure that this is probably already happening, but if not, I’ll bring it up: what do you think of an
elected officials gathering at the federal courthouse fence in Portland on Saturday or Sunday night?
Too short of notice? This would be to put a physical face on the very important calls for the federal
agents to either leave or stay in their facilities.
Ideally, this would include both of our US Senators, Congresswoman Bonamici, Congressman
Blumenauer, Governor Brown, City Commissioners, the MultCo Commissioners, and Pete Sorenson,
of course. I am happy to help in any way I can, and I would be honored to join any of them.
Thoughts?
Casey
971-241-6585

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; Allen Patrick; PIRTLE-GUINEY Elana * GOV
Higher-ed reopening metrics?
Friday, July 31, 2020 11:32:40 AM

Long shot question: Are the OHA and the Governor and HECC going to release reopening metrics for
higher education, similar to the K-12 reopening metrics?
In Yamhill County, we have two independent universities that really want to do what is right, what is
safe, and with as much notice as possible for their students and staff. And, Linfield welcomes back its
first students in early August. Plus, reopening in person requires students to come to Yamhill County
from all around the country and world, so we’d urgently like to see some metrics imposed (to
answer the question: does the state think it is safe to hold in-person courses?).
Thank you!
Casey Kulla
Chair, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners
971-241-6585

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
meeting with guv
Thursday, August 20, 2020 2:26:08 PM

Nik,
I’ve still got two of three commissioners who still think this is a hoax, so county-origin public
education ain’t gonna happen here.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
Follow up to the Guv call
Thursday, August 20, 2020 3:03:40 PM

Nik,
Thank you for the terrifying and insightful presentation, and please send my thanks on to the
Governor.
A couple things:
Super helpful to know about back of the house transmission in restaurants. We can work on that at
the county level.
If there are things you can do at the state level, it will be more effective than me trying to whistle in
the wind with our HHS Director.
Face coverings statewide is one of the best things you and Governor have done.
Contact tracing was refused in a church; can the state assemble a faith leader conversation about
this? Or maybe I should with Chair Willis.
Incremental changes are fine, but if they don’t get us to a sufficiently low R-nought, I will support
you in more vigorous changes if I can defend them with data.
Funding for PPE and safety for private schools?
Implementing reopening metrics for higher ed with hard “cannot reopen until” numbers would be
super helpful.
Our immigrant communities seem to be doing okay with the virus, but they need, need, need more
financial help.
Our moteling project for DOC returnees and exposed LEO and chronically homeless has been
incredibly successful at guiding people into permanent housing.
That’s all for now, but thank you so much!
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
RE: meeting with guv
Thursday, August 20, 2020 3:05:33 PM

I just sent you a list of thoughts, based upon the call. Thx
Please get rest, take big breaths, and know that your county is so proud to have you as C.o.S.
(especially in trying times)!
Casey
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 2:53 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Re: meeting with guv

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Yep – I know. You’re doing a great job.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Thursday, August 20, 2020 at 2:26 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Subject: meeting with guv
Nik,
I’ve still got two of three commissioners who still think this is a hoax, so county-origin public
education ain’t gonna happen here.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Press conference and beyond
Friday, August 21, 2020 12:29:43 PM

Nik,
I think the Governor did a good job with the just-finished press conference.
However, the pushback on guidelines and mandates is getting pretty ugly out here in Yamhill County.
I wish I knew what to do, especially without support.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV
FW: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.
Friday, August 21, 2020 2:22:36 PM

This was something new to me, unfortunately. Is there a way to allocate the 20% match at this late date? Our
county clerk has put in place safety and health measures that are costing him (and the county) cold hard cash,
and there are no doubt other counties in a similar situation. Outside of E-board allocations, can an individual
county put up the match for their own costs in order to get reimbursement from the CARES act funds?
Thanks, Nik!
Casey
From: Brian Van Bergen <vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 2:17 PM
To: Ken Huffer <hufferk@co.yamhill.or.us>; Justin Hogue <hoguej@co.yamhill.or.us>; Casey Kulla
<kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>; Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.

When we have time, we should talk CARES act funding for elections.
Since neither the Legislature in any of their special sessions, nor the E-Board helped the Oregon Secretary
of State come up with our 20% matching funding, we will likely lose the 5.6 million dollars the feds sent
our way.
Here’s the report issued by the Oregon Secretary of State’s office back to the EAC (Election Assistance
Commission) mentioning that Oregon will likely have to send back the $5,636,292.00 that the federal
government sent the state for coping with COVID in elections:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR_20CARES_Progress_Report_051920.pdf
The chart showing how much Oregon received and how much their 20% match represents:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/Funding_Chart_CARES.pdf
Here was the Secretary of State’s initial request:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR CARES Disbursement RequestLetter.pdf

Thank you,
Brian Van Bergen
Yamhill County Clerk
414 NE Evans St
McMinnville, OR 97128
vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us
ph: 503-434-7518
fx: 503-434-7520

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Head"s up
Friday, August 21, 2020 3:11:25 PM

Nik,
Head’s up on a letter winging its way to you from AOC, re: the press conference and the challenge to
local elected officials.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV
RE: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.
Friday, August 21, 2020 5:26:57 PM

Thanks. I think we can put up matching funds as a county, especially if we can use our CRF dollars for it.
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 5:25 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>; HORNER
Leah * GOV <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

I’m checking on this.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Friday, August 21, 2020 at 2:22 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
<Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>, Leah Horner <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>
Subject: FW: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.
This was something new to me, unfortunately. Is there a way to allocate the 20% match at this late date? Our
county clerk has put in place safety and health measures that are costing him (and the county) cold hard cash,
and there are no doubt other counties in a similar situation. Outside of E-board allocations, can an individual
county put up the match for their own costs in order to get reimbursement from the CARES act funds?
Thanks, Nik!
Casey
From: Brian Van Bergen <vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 2:17 PM
To: Ken Huffer <hufferk@co.yamhill.or.us>; Justin Hogue <hoguej@co.yamhill.or.us>; Casey Kulla
<kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>; Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.

When we have time, we should talk CARES act funding for elections.

Since neither the Legislature in any of their special sessions, nor the E-Board helped the Oregon Secretary
of State come up with our 20% matching funding, we will likely lose the 5.6 million dollars the feds sent
our way.
Here’s the report issued by the Oregon Secretary of State’s office back to the EAC (Election Assistance
Commission) mentioning that Oregon will likely have to send back the $5,636,292.00 that the federal
government sent the state for coping with COVID in elections:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR_20CARES_Progress_Report_051920.pdf
The chart showing how much Oregon received and how much their 20% match represents:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/Funding_Chart_CARES.pdf
Here was the Secretary of State’s initial request:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR_CARES_Disbursement_RequestLetter.pdf

Thank you,
Brian Van Bergen
Yamhill County Clerk
414 NE Evans St
McMinnville, OR 97128
vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us
ph: 503-434-7518
fx: 503-434-7520

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV
RE: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.
Tuesday, August 25, 2020 1:48:38 PM

Any news on this one? It is the “bucket” of money for which the state needs to provide the 20% match. We stand
ready to find the 20% match if the state allows.
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 5:25 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>; HORNER
Leah * GOV <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

I’m checking on this.

Nik Blosser
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Friday, August 21, 2020 at 2:22 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
<Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>, Leah Horner <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>
Subject: FW: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.
This was something new to me, unfortunately. Is there a way to allocate the 20% match at this late date? Our
county clerk has put in place safety and health measures that are costing him (and the county) cold hard cash,
and there are no doubt other counties in a similar situation. Outside of E-board allocations, can an individual
county put up the match for their own costs in order to get reimbursement from the CARES act funds?
Thanks, Nik!
Casey
From: Brian Van Bergen <vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us>
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 2:17 PM
To: Ken Huffer <hufferk@co.yamhill.or.us>; Justin Hogue <hoguej@co.yamhill.or.us>; Casey Kulla
<kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>; Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us>
Subject: Oregon about to lose $5,636,292.00 in CARES act funding for elections.

When we have time, we should talk CARES act funding for elections.
Since neither the Legislature in any of their special sessions, nor the E-Board helped the Oregon Secretary
of State come up with our 20% matching funding, we will likely lose the 5.6 million dollars the feds sent
our way.
Here’s the report issued by the Oregon Secretary of State’s office back to the EAC (Election Assistance
Commission) mentioning that Oregon will likely have to send back the $5,636,292.00 that the federal
government sent the state for coping with COVID in elections:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR_20CARES_Progress_Report_051920.pdf
The chart showing how much Oregon received and how much their 20% match represents:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/Funding_Chart_CARES.pdf
Here was the Secretary of State’s initial request:
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/paymentgrants/cares/OR_CARES_Disbursement_RequestLetter.pdf

Thank you,
Brian Van Bergen
Yamhill County Clerk
414 NE Evans St
McMinnville, OR 97128
vanbergenb@co.yamhill.or.us
ph: 503-434-7518
fx: 503-434-7520

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
Wildfire updates and threats
Monday, September 14, 2020 4:37:58 PM

Nik, Leah, and Jody,
I think the Governor is doing a great job with all of her communications and actions around the
wildfire. Confidence-building and competent. Helping. Leading.
One thing that is very troubling is the language and threats and intimidation around “antifa starting
fires” and what that means for Dems in rural areas. They are being targeted with harassment and
threats, online and in person. Is there a way to get rural Sheriffs and Republican Reps and Sens to
share a united message around this? The liberals are their constituents, too, after all. And, as
Commissioner Shrader said this afternoon, PGE workers and other utilities employees are risking
danger on the roads and along rights of way. I am happy to rally and coordinate the Rs in the
Legislature (sometimes they reply to my emails and texts), but would the Governor be able to reach
out to them, too?
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
RE: Wildfire updates and threats
Monday, September 14, 2020 5:17:10 PM

Sounds good, Nik. I’ll check with Gina first.
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 5:16 PM
To: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>; HORNER Leah * GOV <Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>;
CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Wildfire updates and threats

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

This is something I would recommend you ask AOC to coordinate with both legislators and other
rural counties.

Nik Blosser (he/him)
Chief of Staff
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
503-373-1565
Assistant: Jen Andrew
jennifer.j.andrew@oregon.gov

From: Casey Kulla <kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>
Date: Monday, September 14, 2020 at 4:37 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, Leah Horner
<Leah.Horner@oregon.gov>, CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV <Jody.Christensen@oregon.gov>
Subject: Wildfire updates and threats
Nik, Leah, and Jody,
I think the Governor is doing a great job with all of her communications and actions around the
wildfire. Confidence-building and competent. Helping. Leading.
One thing that is very troubling is the language and threats and intimidation around “antifa starting
fires” and what that means for Dems in rural areas. They are being targeted with harassment and
threats, online and in person. Is there a way to get rural Sheriffs and Republican Reps and Sens to
share a united message around this? The liberals are their constituents, too, after all. And, as

Commissioner Shrader said this afternoon, PGE workers and other utilities employees are risking
danger on the roads and along rights of way. I am happy to rally and coordinate the Rs in the
Legislature (sometimes they reply to my emails and texts), but would the Governor be able to reach
out to them, too?
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV; HORNER Leah * GOV; CHRISTENSEN Jody * GOV
Quote from Senator Boquist
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 10:56:45 AM

Do you know the context and the author of the words that Senator Boquist relayed to me? See
below:
“We would all hope they would defend any homes in any future fires.
Unfortunately, there are a lot of reports, with pictures out there, of homes burning while people
watched across the State of Oregon. Just yesterday, a tanker was denied to protect the remaining
homes in Gates. The exact words quoted to the requester was if you support a revenue increase
(tax increase) we might consider it. Tell that to the home owners in Gates.
Our local fire fighters have done a tremendous job.”
Thanks,
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Governor"s proactive approach to Proud Boys
Monday, September 28, 2020 12:18:45 PM

Nik,
Please send my thanks on to the Governor for the proactive approach to the Proud Boys rally.
Casey

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Casey Kulla
BLOSSER Nik * GOV
Congratulations!
Thursday, November 12, 2020 4:05:33 PM

So excited for you! Best of luck, and thank you for helping the Biden-Harris administration!!
Casey

