
Written Comments Submitted During June 8, 2017 Community Meeting 

Chris Aebi 
McMinnville 

I farm several fields that border the proposed bike path. I’m most afraid of people trespassing on my property including 
eating my crop (hazelnuts). I’m also afraid that there will be restrictions on when I can spray my fields due to bicyclists 
complaining of smells. This is a bad deal and shouldn’t be passed because it hurts farmers and cost tax payer money. Put 
a bike path on Highway 47 instead. 

Randal Aebi 
McMinnville 

We don’t need a tax paid for bike trail through farm land without toilets or away of keeping people from trespassing 
onto private property. It would be an additional problem for farming our land! 

Dan Armstrong 
Yamhill 

The opportunity for the county to acquire this right of way should not be missed. What will our transportation needs be 
fifty years from now? The government should not pick winners and losers. Your job is to enable both the AG and tourist 
industries to succeed. 

Nadine Basile 
Carlton 

Not all farmers are against this trail. I am a farmer in Carlton and am very much for the construction of the trail. 

Jon Basile 
Carlton 

Any trail connecting our communities is a great thing. Especially one that promotes people getting outside and 
exercising. 

David Bernstein 
McMinnville 

I am a supporter of safe bike trails, for this reason I support the Yamhelas Trail. In looking at the Yamhelas grant 
proposals I was shocked by the number of fatalities of cyclists on route 47. I think safe biking in this community is a 
moral issue and I cannot in good conscience accept the deaths of people, many who cannot drive (be it age or no 
license) when this trail would have saved their lives. I grew up in Illinois with easy access to a rails to trails path that was 
safe, clean, and heavily supported by the community. I believe this trail can be equally successful and I urge the 
commissioners to support it. 

Jean Brethower 
Yamhill 

What are the county’s plans, if any, to protect the landowners of adjacent properties from vandalism by trail users, from 
frivolous lawsuits by trail users who trespass on non-trail property, and from damage to farm property? Will right to 
farm laws be enforced? Will trail users be required to carry liability insurance for damage they do? Will adjacent farmers 
and land owners be held liable for injuries incurred by trespassers? 

  



Carla Chambers 
Amity 

1) Our county does not have adequate recreational opportunities – this is a wonderful start to rectify this for local 
residents. 
2) Carlton kids need a safe way to bike to school. 
3) It would be very beneficial to tourism.  

Megan Corws 
Gaston  

As a resident of Gaston but also Yamhill County!! I feel strongly that this trail will be a boom to our local economy and 
for our local community. I look forward to having a safe trail to allow my children to ride or run on. Thank you. 

Liz Crockett 
Carlton 

I used the Rickreal-Monmouth bike trail throughout four summers. While attending WOU. It was a huge relief from 
riding a bicycle on Hwy 99. It was safe, clean and a fit to all who desire to “not” drive, stay fit, and enjoy our gorgeous 
Oregon countryside.  

Peter Crockett 
Carlton 

I used to walk home on an old railroad track when I was 10. Nothing but needles, broken whiskey bottles and hobos. 
Dangerous. I’d rather have a bike trail. Thank you commissioners. 

Doug Davis 

What is the basis of facts for an increase in taxes? 

Janna Ellings 
Newberg 

Always the wineries! Let’s think about the real farmers. What will this bring to farmers that must continually deal with 
very restrictive land use. Thank you. 

Ben Friesen 
Carlton 

I live adjacent to the proposed trail on a 30 acre vineyard property. I personally would greatly benefit from the ability to 
ride my bike to work in Gaston which is not an option now due to safety. I secondly think this is a fantastic opportunity 
to bring the people of our community together and provide an avenue for healthy behavior and human interaction. 

Jana Gray 
Carlton 

I think the trail is a great idea. I love the Banks-Vernonia trail and it would be great to have a nice bike/equestrian trail 
close to home.  

  



Neyssa Hays 
Carlton 

I grew up in Carlton and have hoped for a very long time that there would be a safe way for people to walk and bike 
between our communities. The trail will make our roads safer and bring tourist dollars to our communities. Please 
support the building of the Yamhelas Trail! 

Leanna Jeffords 
McMinnville 

I am opposed to the trail proposed for Yamhill County. It is unfair to property owners and will impact all residents in a 
negative way. 

Ben Johnston 
McMinnville 

I grew up in Tucson, AZ. We had a “river” walk that stretched for about 10 miles along a dry river bed. It was an amazing 
place for community to recreate. Since getting out of the military and moving here I have been scouring maps and parks 
for decent running trails. Outside of Tice and Airport Park (both about 1 mile) you are on the roads. Our cross country 
team run on local streets. A lot of these intersections don’t have any stop signs. County roads have no bike lanes. We 
need this trail for our community. 

Brian Kotch 
McMinnville 

I am in favor of the bike trail. 

Chris Mattson 
Yamhill 

Can you clarify whether Ken Wright is going to donate his land in Carlton as part of one of the grants as posted on the 
county web page? It was stated multiple times tonight by staff that Ken Wright will be offering an easement instead of 
donating the land (BO 13-175). Is this bait and switch? 

Coline McCarthy 
Gaston 

As a self employed person that farms I understand a budget. What I don’t like about “government” is there doesn’t 
seem to be a budget. Seriously you should have an estimate cost of this project? All this landscaping, engineering etc. 
seems so extravagant. Just pave it and keep it simple. As a tax payer try and get a budget. 

Jeff Newport 
McMinnville 

This trail would be spectacular for the area. Just look at the Vernonia-Banks trail and its success and how it has 
revitalized the towns in that area. To be able to ride safely from Carlton to Gaston and then beyond via the wide 
shoulders on the Hwy to Forest Grove there are few truly safe rods to ride on in the valley. Thank you.  

  



Alice Patridge 
Carlton 

1. If trail is used for kids after school are funds sufficient for year round surveillance/safety maintenance? 
2. Drainage is already an issue what is being done to alleviate current drain/flooding going onto private property. 
3. Are funds available for alternate route if farm/use impact comes back negative? 
4. If not “doable” will the land ever be available for purchase by adjacent owners? 

Emille Prased 
McMinnville 

For school I lived by Detroit, MI. I had no friends and felt very alone. Close to my apartment was a running and bike path 
converted from old railroads. I trained for a ½ marathon and marathons all season long on those trails. I loved them. I 
felt like I had a sense of community using them and took care of them. We all did. I saw parts of Michigan I otherwise 
would’ve missed. I met friends on that path. This will be good for Yamhill. It help those who are new here and those that 
need something new.  

Betsy Roberts 
Carlton 

My name is Betsy Roberts. I have lived at 8134 Hwy 47 for 28 years. My husband and I have raised five children at this 
location. When our children were young I used to walk with them to Carlton on the abandoned railroad tracks, the Hwy 
was too dangerous. We have had our mailbox ran into multiples times have seen a few accidents in front of our home. I 
am definitely for the trail to come to our area our back acreage boarders the old tracks. Thank you. 

Tristan Shell-Spurling 
Carlton 

For all the talk tonight about not listening to the opposition. I had not seen any of the faces speaking tonight at any of 
the numerous public meetings. Keep up the transparency.  

John VanDyke 

I am opposed to the trail. I would like to know exactly what is planned at the bus barn property which adjoins my 
property. Also I wish to have fencing and visual barriers the full length of my property. 

Amy Wilder 
Carlton 

Just here to show support. I’m looking forward to enjoying the trail and believe it will provide a much needed safe route 
for recreation in our area. 

Ginger Williams 
Carlton 

A problem exists – there is no safe walking or biking path from McMinnville to Forest Grove. The Yamhelas Trail is a 
perfect solution. If you have property adjacent to the trail I believe the planner are willing to work with you to come up 
with solutions. Are you willing to work with them? Communication can create an outcome that will work for all of us. 



Letters Submitted at the June 8, 2017 Community Meeting

Scott Bricker
Portland



James Crawford 
Yamhill











Janna Ellings



Alison Graves
Buxton



Connie Hutchison 
Yamhill



Ron Hutchison 
Yamhill



Jolene Kuehne
Carlton



Diane Lawson
Yamhill



Chris Mattson
Yamhill



Cheryl Nangeroni
McMinnville



Bryan Schmidt
Carlton



Bryan Schmidt
Carlton



Donna Scott 
Carlton



Michael Williams





Emails Submitted to Yamhill County Commissioners Regarding the Yamhelas Westsider Trail 

From: Carol Laurich [mailto:CLaurich06@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2017 3:44 PM 
To: Carrie Martin 
Subject: Yamhill/Carlton Trail Input 

Most all people living in the county have roads and, in towns, sidewalks on the public right of way in front, in back, or on 
the side of their properties. These shared, public right-of-way properties are used by people for driving vehicles, riding 
bikes and skate boards, walking, running and pushing baby carriages. People living on their private property have 
beautifully landscaped yards, vegetable gardens, play areas for children, fenced yards for dogs, or use their property to 
conduct business. In most cases these private and public land uses coincide in peace and harmony. 

There are laws and rules affecting operation and speed of vehicles, damage to property, littering, trespass, personal 
behavior, animals and animal behavior, use of property and more. Sometimes the rules or laws are broken, sometimes 
in hurtful ways and sometimes through carelessness. Sometimes people go beyond expectations and do really good 
things for one another. 

Sometimes roads have been built to benefit a company, a business development, or a housing development. The roads 
are built and maintained to benefit us all whether we drive or we are passengers. Sidewalks and bike/walking trails 
benefit us all, also: They keep all of us safer on the roads and they encourage beneficial social and health behavior. 
Biking and walking boost the economy through consumer spending on new and used bikes, their maintenance and 
safety paraphernalia, walking and bike shoes and clothing, as well as after-ride consumption of food and beverages and 
out-of-town traveler expenditures. 

All of the above encompasses the behavior of communities. We are all part of our communities, in towns and in our 
rural county areas. Let’s be a community that fosters a cooperative community spirit and backs the development of 
trails for the benefit of our community and visitors to our community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Laurich 
McMinnville



From: Roseann O'Laughlin [mailto:rolaug1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2017 5:10 PM 
To: Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Subject: Yamhelis Trail support  

Commissioner Olson: 

 I am writing today to vocalize my support of the Yamhelis Westsider Trail project. As a homeowner in McMinnville, I 
believe this will bring tremendous value to all of Yamhill County. This unique opportunity can improve safety and 
connectivity while providing more recreation options. Yamhill County is very beautiful and more opportunities to 
recreation would be greatly valued.  

 I understand that the county has many challenges and demands on limited resources. I’ve reviewed the recently 
released concept plan and believe this is a fantastic use of our resources. Surely there will be challenges to overcome 
with making the trail a reality but I believe the short and long term benefits vastly outweigh the costs.  

 Sincerely, 

Roseann O'Laughlin 

mailto:rolaug1@gmail.com
mailto:olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us


From: Alice Patridge [mailto:alicejuiceplus@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, August 27, 2017 11:56 PM 
To: Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Subject: a tax payer and voter that is still not a fan of the trail.... 

In an effort to remain respectful to both sides in this issue, I will add comments here that do not attack anyone on a 
personal level or use or imply foul language. Everything is true, I lived it first hand. 
I spent 30 years in Central Oregon and watched many changes over that time.  One thing is certain, anytime you are 
dealing with physical changes and ‘growth’, there are ALWAYS unforeseen negative consequences.  Adding several 
housing developments resulted in nearby farmers’ wells going dry. Getting Federal funding for the water treatment 
plant gave the entire southern end of the county a red flag by DEQ that resulted in new major EXPENSIVE regulated 
requirements for all septic tanks.  The whole town came out in droves and fought for 2 years to get the DEQ to back 
off.   Incorporating the La Pine area resulted in a ‘no laws can be enforced’ dead zone that left residents with no police 
coverage. 

Now I live in Carlton. Thinking I was moving to a nice small RURAL town miles away from the Portland/Metro area I was 
thrilled.  Then I find out my home has over 100ft of yard along a proposed bike path.  What I wanted was peace and 
quiet, not the public literally in my backyard. The last public meeting was quite uncomfortable.  The pro trails people 
spoke to me as if I was ignorant and should be pitied for my opinion.  I brought up the subject of safety and surveillance, 
as did several others.  There is no mention of any means of surveillance or provision for man hours to keep the trail safe. 

 My son is a police officer in Central Oregon.  He had to appeal to the state for extra funds to install surveillance cameras 
and lights to deal the current problems the bike trail there has attracted.  Their bike corridor creates a quick route from 
one end of the town to the other. The public doesn’t feel safe there after sunset since it is dark and has many 
bushes.  Funds were never included for the added security of lighting and now the trail is costing more monies than the 
town coffers have. 
No, I do not want the trail in my backyard.  I would like to see the roads improved to include bike lanes. And while they 
are doing that, they can install storms drains underneath and help keep the roads from having ‘sunken grades’. 

By the way, I would love to see someone catch the sign thieves on camera and make them pay to replace the signs and 
be cited for trespass. Well, that’s my testimony, and I am also a proponent of full disclosure and a proposed 
budget.  Personally, I never start an improvement/repair project until I know what the cost will be.  That’s called 
common sense. Since I actually own property abutting this right of way, eminent domain is a hammer I wouldn’t want 
held over my head. Mary Starrett has my vote of confidence. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Alice Patridge 
Carlton

mailto:alicejuiceplus@gmail.com
mailto:olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us


From: Jay Pearson [mailto:Jay.Pearson@mcminnvilleoregon.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2017 5:36 PM 
To: Stan Primozich <primozichs@co.yamhill.or.us>; Mary Starrett <starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us>; Rick Olson 
<olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: Brett Henry <henryb@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Subject: Yamhelas Westsider Trail Support 
Importance: High 

Commissioners:  I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting about the future of the Yamhelas Rails-to-Trails 
project.  However, I wanted to go on record as having great support for the project as I know it will serve our 
McMinnville community in providing one of the most sought after recreational opportunities requested by our local 
constituents.  Based on our community Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan, the most important recreation 
activity (#1 priority) that the community wants to see expanded is more walking, hiking and biking trails.  Certainly, the 
proposed trail would help meet that local interest and provide expanded and unique opportunities for both individuals 
and families to recreation together in a much supported endeavor.   The Yamhelas Trail will bolster recreation 
opportunity and support economic development in McMinnville and our neighboring smaller communities.  The benefits 
of the trail will strengthen our economic growth while contributing to our local and regional quality of life.  While there 
will be challenges in bringing this project to fruition, and there may be initial doubts or fears about the impact of such a 
resource on neighboring farms and residents, I believe such concerns, while deserving serious consideration, will prove 
to be overstated and the negative impacts will be minimal overall.  These concerns are not unlike initial conversation we 
have regarding local neighborhood or community parks.  In the long run however, those concerns prove not to 
represent the actual outcome.  It has been my experience that in such projects, the positive values for such resources far 
outweigh the potential negatives, and the potential negatives, while deserving discussion, can be managed and 
minimized with great and thoughtful planning. 

Please note my support for the new Yamhelas Trail project, a great opportunity to enhance our community.  I urge you 
to personally support the trail as well. 

Thank You. 

Jay Pearson, Director 
McMinnville Parks and Recreation Department 

Enriching Lives, Building Community 

503-434-7359

mailto:Jay.Pearson@mcminnvilleoregon.gov
mailto:primozichs@co.yamhill.or.us
mailto:starrettm@co.yamhill.or.us
mailto:olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us
mailto:henryb@co.yamhill.or.us


From: susan turrell [mailto:suzykee@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, June 9, 2017 8:07 PM 
To: Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Subject: Website Contact 

Dear Commissioner Olson, 

 I had the pleasure of seeing your leadership in action last night at the community meeting regarding the Yamhelas Trail. 
As a cyclist who commutes daily by bike on Highway 47 from Carlton to my job at Wascher Elementary in Lafayette, I 
was curious about the signs along the highway opposing the the Yamhelas Trail. I came to the meeting seeking answers 
about why there were staunch opponents to this trail. I heard testimony about those concerns and was pleased to hear 
that testimony addressed respectfully and thoughtfully. As a former farmer, I understood how agriculture sometimes is 
at odds with increased development of public land. I was heartened to hear you and the experts there addressing those 
concerns. I truly hope that someday this trail will be built. I am sure that this infrastructure needs the support of the 
whole community and am so very impressed that you have the insight to value and hear the diverse voices of this 
community. Again, thank you for your leadership and vision.  

I am “The Stranger” the opponents were so afraid to have traveling near their backyards. My experience of being a 
cyclist on Gun Club Road does not square with the testimony I heard opposing the trail. Many of the residents along that 
road recognize me and greet me daily with a wave or friendly comment. At least one has given me assistance when I had 
an unexpected flat tire. Given that experience, it has been very disconcerting to see all the opposition signs. I encourage 
you to continue to use your leadership to turn the tide to acceptance of this valuable asset for our community. 

Although I am 54 years old, I am hoping this trail is built while I am still young enough to enjoy it! 

Sincerely, 

Susan Turrell 

mailto:suzykee@gmail.com
mailto:olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us


From: Kris Wessel [mailto:kwesseluk@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2017 4:22 PM 
To: Rick Olson <olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Subject: Yamhelas Westsider Trail 

Commissioner Olson, 

My name is Kris Wessel and I live in Carlton. I want to share my unwavering support for the Yamhelas Westsider Trail. I 
have lived in Carlton for 11 years and seen many changes, some good, some, well, eh. I think the trail will be a great 
benefit to our town, the other small towns along the path and to overall health and beauty of Oregon.  

I lived for many years in southern Illinois where a Rails-to-Trails project meandered through orchards and small towns. 
Many folks from out of town used this trail to bike, walk and visit the small towns along the way. Equally important, 
locals used the trail as well. Getting out to exercise, or just stroll; also visiting the small towns along the way even though 
they might never drive there. 

There were grumbles and more (a lot around spraying and guns). Mostly by a few folks who used the railroad property, 
without permission, much like those here. Maybe they will never use the trail, here or there, but the land isn't theirs, 
and the outdoors not for a few. 

The planning for this has been long, the conversations open. I know many of those complaining now have been at the 
table. I tire of hearing otherwise. 

You are the only Commissioner for whom I voted. I hope you will be the person who CAN see the big picture. 

Sincerely, 

Kris Wessel 

mailto:kwesseluk@gmail.com
mailto:olsonr@co.yamhill.or.us



