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Desiree Lundeen

From: Jared Etzel <jaredetzel@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 9:00 AM
To: Desiree Lundeen
Subject: Re: C-22-20/SDR-26-20 Comments received on 1/2/21

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County] 
 

Good morning Desiree,  
 
Many of these signers are far from my property.  Can we request to Seeberger that she includes the addresses?   
 
Seeberger should also include the well depth, well registration number and date the well was registered with the county 
otherwise her submittal is lacking necessary pertinent detail.   
 
Kind regards, 
Jared 
 
On Mon, Jan 4, 2021 at 8:26 AM Desiree Lundeen <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> wrote: 

Good Morning Jared, 

  

Attached are the emails and comments that I received over the weekend from Gary Hackney.  

  

  

Thank you, 

  

Desiree Lundeen 

Assistant Planner 

Yamhill County Planning Department 

525 NE 4th St. 

McMinnville, OR 97128 
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(503)434-7516 

Fax (503)434-7544 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
--  
Jared Etzel  
Cell (503)-330-5107 
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Desiree Lundeen

From: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 11:30 AM
To: Desiree Lundeen
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger'; 'Linda Ramirez'; 'PLAHN Joel M * WRD'
Subject: FW: New Wineries and water issues.

 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County] 
 

Please include Mr. Messick’s remarks in the record. 
Thank you. 
 

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Yes, that would be fine. 
 
On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 10:15 AM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Steve, 

Very helpful information!  Can we have your permission to forward to the County and State to include in the hearing 
record?  Thank you for your response. 

Gary Hackney  

  

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 7:06 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 

  

I have two issues: 
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o The water table is lower now than when I moved in. The 1993 well inspection reported water at 200'+ below ground 
level. Marc and Guy used to come around to measure the water level. The last measurement, several years ago, 
showed the water table had dropped over 100' since the initial inspection. 

  

o The last two summers I had to manually restart the well pump a few times. My plumber suggested two possible 
reasons for this. It could be due to the age of the pump, or it could be due to low water levels. Since the problem only 
occurs during the dry months I suspect the latter. 

  

On Sat, Jan 2, 2021 at 8:06 PM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Thank you for your participation in our efforts to draw attention to the water situation in the Dundee Hills.  If we can 
impose upon you further,  we would appreciate it if you would send Elizabeth Seeberger and myself a two or three 
sentence (or longer if you want) explanation of any water supply issues you have experienced firsthand or even 
secondhand, if you know of issues experienced by your neighbors or friends.  Firsthand is better.  Issues might 
include:  your well going dry, when (summer/winter, date etc.), and for how long.   Discoloration or other signs of an 
over stressed well.  The need to replace your well.  Does the problem occur regularly?  In short, why are you 
concerned about water reliability in our neighborhood.  If you would prefer to discuss on the telephone, our home 
phone number is: 503-538-4247.  If possible, please respond by January 5, 2021.  Thank you, 

  

Gary Hackney 
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Desiree Lundeen

From: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 4:15 PM
To: 'PLAHN Joel M * WRD'; Desiree Lundeen
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger'; 'Linda Ramirez'
Subject: RE: New Wineries and water issues.

 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County] 
 

Thank you, Joel this is helpful.  Since the commercial exemption will be new is it now the most junior well in the event of 
a shortage? 
 

From: PLAHN Joel M * WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 2:05 PM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>; 'Desiree Lundeen' <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger' <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; 'Linda Ramirez' <lramirez97115@gmail.com>; PLAHN Joel M * 
WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov> 
Subject: RE: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Hello, 
 
There are certain uses of groundwater that are exempt from requirement to obtain a permit. I am going to list three of 
the common uses the other uses can be found in ORS 537.545. Single or group domestic purposes not exceeding 15,000 
gallons per day. Second Single industrial or commercial purposes not exceeding 5,000 gallons per day. This does not 
include irrigation or watering to promote plant growth. Third lawn or noncommercial garden not more than one-half 
acre. The Etzel property is allowed to use these uses from their well just like anyone else who has a well. I checked our 
water right records and did not find that they have applied for any water rights at this time. If in the future they do apply 
for a water right it will be listed on the Departments Public Notice and anyone can submit comments. You can also sign 
up to receive the weekly public notice via email. 
 
I did find some water level data online for Steve Messick Well and Etzel Well please see below. If you would like this data 
is all online and I included a link to the mapping tool below.  
 
Groundwater Mapping Tool 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/gw_info/gw_info_report/Default.aspx 
 
 
Etzel Well 

Measured Water Level  

Date  Time Water Level (BLSD)  WL Elev (ft AMSL)  Organization  OWRD  Method

11/12/2010 12:52:00 159.53  745.47  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE CALIBRATED

3/8/2010 11:20:00 154.03  750.97  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 
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10/7/2009 13:36:00 161.02  743.98  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/23/2009 15:15:00 157.54  747.46  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

9/17/2008 10:43:00 159.39  745.61  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/17/2008 11:20:00 149.99  755.01  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

8/9/2007 08:00:00 157.92  747.08  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

8/14/1990   150.00  755.00  PUMP INSTALLER  GWATER  REPORTED 

7/27/1974   150.00  755.00  DRILLER  WELL LOG REPORTED 
 

 

 

 
Steve Messick Well 

Measured Water Level  

Date  Time Water Level (BLSD)  WL Elev (ft AMSL)  Organization  OWRD  Method

10/7/2009 12:08:00 326.35  673.65  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/23/2009 13:30:00 325.45  674.55  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

9/17/2008 09:26:00 325.04  674.96  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/18/2008 07:58:00 315.06  684.94  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

7/14/1975   205.00  795.00  DRILLER  WELL LOG  REPORTED
 

 

 

 
 
Thanks, Joel Plahn 
District 22 Watermaster 
Cell 503-508-2394 
 

 
Integrity | Service | Technical Excellence | Teamwork | Forward-Looking 
 

From: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 11:30 AM 
To: 'Desiree Lundeen' <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger' <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; 'Linda Ramirez' <lramirez97115@gmail.com>; PLAHN Joel M * 
WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov> 
Subject: FW: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Please include Mr. Messick’s remarks in the record. 
Thank you. 
 

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
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Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Yes, that would be fine. 
 
On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 10:15 AM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Steve, 

Very helpful information!  Can we have your permission to forward to the County and State to include in the hearing 
record?  Thank you for your response. 

Gary Hackney  

  

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 7:06 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 

  

I have two issues: 

  

o The water table is lower now than when I moved in. The 1993 well inspection reported water at 200'+ below ground 
level. Marc and Guy used to come around to measure the water level. The last measurement, several years ago, 
showed the water table had dropped over 100' since the initial inspection. 

  

o The last two summers I had to manually restart the well pump a few times. My plumber suggested two possible 
reasons for this. It could be due to the age of the pump, or it could be due to low water levels. Since the problem only 
occurs during the dry months I suspect the latter. 

  

On Sat, Jan 2, 2021 at 8:06 PM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Thank you for your participation in our efforts to draw attention to the water situation in the Dundee Hills.  If we can 
impose upon you further,  we would appreciate it if you would send Elizabeth Seeberger and myself a two or three 
sentence (or longer if you want) explanation of any water supply issues you have experienced firsthand or even 
secondhand, if you know of issues experienced by your neighbors or friends.  Firsthand is better.  Issues might 
include:  your well going dry, when (summer/winter, date etc.), and for how long.   Discoloration or other signs of an 
over stressed well.  The need to replace your well.  Does the problem occur regularly?  In short, why are you 
concerned about water reliability in our neighborhood.  If you would prefer to discuss on the telephone, our home 
phone number is: 503-538-4247.  If possible, please respond by January 5, 2021.  Thank you, 
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Gary Hackney 

  



 

 

To:  Yamhill County Planning Department 
RE: C-22-20/SDR-26-20 
Jared Etzel 
10275 NE Worden Hill Rd. 
Dundee, Oregon 97115 
 
From: Jerry and Elizabeth Seeberger 
 
The Etzel property is in the vicinity of thirteen (13) land owners who live on Fairview Drive 
and three (3) who live on Worden Hill Road in Dundee in an area known as the Dundee 
Hills.  These neighbors are very concerned about the negative effect that this presents for 
their land, their homes. 
 
The surrounding land is it Exclusive Farm Use with various uses. Approximately 40 years 
ago the Orchard Estates was parceled into an average of five (5) to ten (10 )acres. At that 
point it resembled a residential neighborhood in a rural district. Indeed, to this day, the land 
is used as residential and some used with farm use.  An aquifer serves the wells of all these 
people who are dependent upon the wells for all water. 
 
Yamhill County Zoning Ordinance 200 
202 – DEFINITIONS: 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  The generalized, coordinated land-use map and policy 
statement adopted by County Ordinance No. 62 and all subsequent amendments  
thereto that covers all unincorporated land in Yamhill County and addresses all functional 
and natural activities and systems in said unincorporated land. 
“Land” includes water, both surface and subsurface, and the air.  “Coordinated” means the 
needs of all government, semi public and private agencies, fan of and the citizens of 
Yamhill County have been considered and accommodated to the greatest extent possible.  
“Functional and natural activities and systems” include, but are not limited to, sewer and 
water systems, transportation systems, educational facilities, natural resources and air and 
water quality management programs and other topics of local importance. 
 
We are requesting that the county address the issues of the adequacy of the subsurface 
water, the aquifer and the wells of those homes and businesses in the vicinity of the Etzel 
property as to whether or not the requested application will impair the sufficiency of the 
wells and/or aquifer. 
We are requesting the County address the issues the pertaining to  Worden Hill Road and 
Fairview Drive as to whether or not the requested application impairs the safety of the area 
in question, quality of the road, and quality of life enjoyed by its residents. 
 
We are asking that our needs be considered and accommodated to the greatest extent 
possible. 
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YAMHILL COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN 
 
SECTION  1 
         B.  Rural Area Development 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
“Expansion of urban development into rural areas is a matter of public concern because of 
the unnecessary increase in cost of Community services, conflicts between Farm and 
urban activities, and the loss of open space and natural beauty around urban centers 
occurring as a result of such expansion.  Recognizing the potential problems and conflicts 
arising from development in the rural area, major concerns connected with any rural Area 
development proposal are its location, nature and scale.   
Encroachment of urban development into rural areas threatens to remove valuable 
farmlands for needed agricultural uses.” 
 
GOAL STATEMENT: 
 
“To provide an adequate amount of land, develop areas and sites to accommodate those 
uses which are customarily found in rural areas or require or are better suited to rural 
locations, without compromising the basic goal relating to urban containment and orderly 
urban development.  (66).” 
 
POLICIES: 
     A.  Yamhill County will recognize the lands designated on the plan map as 
Agricultural/Forestry Small Holding (AFSH). Very Low Density Residential (VLDR) and  
Low Density residential (LDR) as the appropriate and desired location for rural residential 
development, while at the same time encouraging opportunities for small scale intensive 
agricultural and forestry activities within these plan-designated areas.” 
 
It is on the lands described above (AFSH) where small-scale agricultural activities should 
be occurring.  The Etzel property is small at 9.7 acres and only 7 acres are planted in 
grapes.  This description fits the small scale intensive agricultural definition described 
above.  Whereas the description of EF-20 is “Properties in the Exclusive Farm District are 
primarily large, contiguous relatively flat terrace, valley-floor or low foothill holdings. In 
Exclusive Farm Use Districts, non-farm residential and other development which might 
likely be affected by normal farm management practices, will be limited or prohibited so as 
to maximize the productivity potential of vicinity farmlands.”. 
 
When the Orchard Estates was divided into many parcels of land the farm land 
became residential.   Allowing a winery on such small acreage is contrary to the intent of 
this area developed as non-farm residential and indeed this rare non-farm development is 
limited to Worden Hill Rd and Fairview Drive, the only residential area of the Dundee Hills’ 
unincorporated area.  It should be kept as such, non-farm residential. 
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SECTION 2 .  The Land and Water 
 
GOAL STATEMENT:  1. “ To conserve and to manage efficiently our water resources in 
order to sustain and enhance the quantity and quality of flows for all consumptive and non-
consumptive uses and to abate flood, erosion and sedimentation problems.” 
 
POLICIES: 
     A.  “Yamhill County will cooperate with federal and state agencies, the cities of the 
county, and the local soil and water conservation district to identify, conserve and develop 
water resources on a long-range, multiple-use basis in response to need, with full 
consideration to the benefits, costs, potential uses and the carrying capacity of the 
resource.” 
 
We are requesting that the presentation of facts regarding the characteristics of the wells of 
the surrounding lands be taken into consideration when evaluating the Etzel proposal. The 
policy requires identification of the water resource in our area, conserve the water in this 
area in response to need, and manage efficiently our water resource.  Allowing a winery to 
produce wine with 75% of the grapes being brought to the site from offsite,  thus requiring 
75% more water had he processed only grapes from his farm, is inconsistent with 
conserving water. It increases the water consumption that is not directly related to the 
production of the land itself. 
 
     F.  “Yamhill County will continue to support the water well monitoring program of the 
U.S. Geological Survey and State Department of Water Resources in order to better 
manage the Counties ground water resources.” 
 
We are requesting that the wells be monitored to understand the impact of any further 
commercial uses in this area.  Requesting that all permits for a winery be placed on hold 
until this study can be completed to better understand how to manage the county’s 
groundwater in this area.. 
 
     I.  “Where conflicting uses are identified or intended, in specific proposals or programs, 
the economic, social, environmental and energy consequences of the conflicting uses shall 
be determined and used as a basis for decision-making.” 
 
We are asking the county to acknowledge the conflicting use of a commercial winery in an 
area with historically low water and use that information as a basis for deciding against this 
commercial use.   
 
SECTION 4:  PUBLIC LAND, FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
     O.  “Ground water supplies wIll be protected from critical drawdowns or disrupted flows 
occassioned by surrounding land use development or activities.” 
 



 

 

Please read the accompanying testimonies of many residents regarding the characteristics 
of their wells.. 
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RESPONSE TO ZONING ORDINANCES USED IN THE ETZEL APPLICATION  
 
402.07. A.  (1)  
Stating as of fact that this winery will not force significant change in excepted farming or 
forest practices on the surrounding lands can only be obtained with a water study. 
Again we are requesting that a water study the completed before deciding this application. 
 
         (2).  Stating that this winery will not significantly increase the cost of accepted farming 
or forest practices also requires proof by means of a water study. 
 
A conditional use permit cannot be issued without compliance with this ordinance. 
 
 
SECTION 1202.02 
 
“A conditional use may be authorized, subject to the Type B Application procedure set forth 
in Section 1301, upon adequate demonstration by the applicant that the proposed 
use will be compatible with vicinity uses and it satisfies all relevant requirements of this 
ordinance and the following general criteria;” 
 
We do not find adequate demonstration by the applicant that the proposed use will be 
compatible with vicinity uses and satisfies all relevant requirements of this ordinance. 
 
A list of those who gave their permission to sign this document will be provided at the 
Planning Commission Meeting Jan. 7 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

                  January 6, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yamhill County Planning Commission 
Dept of Planning and Development 
525 NE 4th Street 
McMinnville, Oregon 97128 
 
 
RE:  Docket C-22-20/SDR-26-20 
 
Dear Commissioners and Staff 
 
Friends of Yamhill County works to protect natural resources through the 
implementation of land use planning goals, policies, and laws that maintain and 
improve the present and future quality of life in Yamhill County for both urban and 
rural residents.  We work in conjunction with 1000 Friends of Oregon who share 
concerns about this and related development in Yamhill County.  We appreciate 
the opportunity comment on the above reference docket. 
 
We have reviewed the file on Docket C-22-20/SDR-26-20.  The conditional use 
process requires meaningful evaluation of the evidence and the criteriaon which 
the decisions are based.  In this case there appears to be conflating of permitted 
and conditional use language between zone classifications and disparate 
sections of the Yamhill County Zoning Ordinances.  The proposed scope of 
development is contrary to the Yamhill County Comprehensive Plan, including 
but not limited to those that commit to preserving high value farmland and to 
focusingpotential  development like tourism inside UGB or on marginal lands. 
  
The scale of proposed development is out of scale to the 9.4 acre size of 
the parcel.  
 
Applicant is seeking a winery capacity of 5000 cases while at the same time 
acknowledging that the grape crop from subject property is no more than 1200 
cases.  In order to reach that level of wine production many tons of grapes will 
have to be hauled in from other vineyards.   
 
The application narrative cites YCZO 501.03(P)  
1…..shall be permitted to conduct on-site marketing activities events such as 
festivals and group tastings that are directly related to promotion and sale of 



the wine produced on-site with an anticipated maximum of 750 daily visitors. 
Only three such events may be conducted in one calendar year, and the events 
shall not exceed a duration of three days. The frequency and duration of these 
events may be further limited through site design review approval based on the 
adequacy of public facilities. This language is from Rural Residential AF-10 but 
this is an EFU-20 district.  Not only is this the wrong rule but groups of that size 
are entirely too large for the site and neighboring area and must be expressly 
limited in conditions.  Both issues of trucking in grapes and large gatherings will 
aggravate already overburdened rural roads. 
 
The proposal for a separate structure for a “hospitality facility” as a tasting room 
is also problematic.  It enlarges the footprint of the development and further 
reduces space for farm activity on EFU land.  Also, the construction of a 
new/replacement residence not intended for full time occupancy by the owners or 
someone engaged in farming raised the specter of a vacation rental on EFU 
land.  This has been a recurring problem when businesses are allowed in 
exclusive farm use zones.  It may have started as “by appointment only” tasting 
room and small tours.  Further construction and investments are made without 
looking at the cumulative impact and without regard to the Comprehensive Plan 
and zoning standards.   
 
Redundancy of facilities. 
 
Etzel has an ownership interest in another winery in the area (Domaine Roy) with 
an existing tasting room facility.  These raises question of what the long-term 
business plan is and how this could further expand the scale of activity on this 
small parcel.  
 
The wine industry had extensive input on the size and scale of permitted wineries 
based on their knowledge of what it took to develop an economically viable 
operation.  The applicants propose to make the significant capital outlay for 
processing equipment on a parcel that has a fraction of that land area, even less 
in grapes.  As we have seen time and again the operation will be forced to other 
ventures to make ends meet.  This may consist of outright non-farm activities, 
pursuing large tourism and club activity, or operating as a cooperative or contract 
winery for grapes from other sources.  All of these would have further impacts on 
water resources, roads, and the character of the surrounding area.  
 
Further consideration needs to be given to a specific condition regarding 
maximum production capacity.  The information is needed for decision making on 
water and wastewater demands1.  The county has in other applications limited 
production to match parcel size and expected grape production more closely.  

 
1 It takes about 6 gallons of water to process a gallon of wine.  Additional water will be consumed by the 
tasting room, landscaping, events, and the residence.  



We would propose that, to the extent a winery may be appropriate, conditions be 
incorporated that provide numeric values on production and event size.    
 
It is unfair to force the neighbors to endure the impact of an out of scale 
business. If the remedy for non-compliance is enforcement action, as stated in 
YCZO 1202.06, priority and policy guidance need to come from the elected 
leadership.  And resources need to If an application is approved it needs to have 
reasonable, clear, and enforceable conditions to make clear to both the applicant 
and the community what the parameters of operation are.  We need to be 
concerned about cynicism arising from inconsistency. 
 
Conditional use permits must be considered on a case-by-case basis.  The 
county has the authority to deny this application.  FYC believes that it should be 
denied based on the small parcel size and outsized scale of development.  If the 
application is approved, clear, enforceable conditions need to establish 
sideboards to ensure uses remain of appropriate scale.    
 

Thank you. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Kathryn Jernstedt 
 

Kathryn Jernstedt, President 
Friends of Yamhill County 
PO Box 1083 
McMinnville, Oregon 97128 
 
 
 
C-22-20/SDR-26-20 PC FYC 
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Desiree Lundeen

From: Jared Etzel <jaredetzel@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 1:33 PM
To: Desiree Lundeen
Subject: Water Record Submittal
Attachments: YAMH_4354.pdf; ORS 537 545.png

 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County] 
 

Hi Desiree,  
 
Please include this email into the record.  
 
Please see attached from the Oregon Water Resource Department our well record YAMH #4354. 
 
This record shows our existing well registered in 1974. 
 
It is important to note that we are proposing the use of this existing well and will not be drilling a new well.  Additionally 
under ORS 537.545 the use of this well is allowed up to 5000 gallons per day without additional water rights permit 
required.  Also important to note is that this vineyard is dry farmed with zero irrigation.  Water use from our well will be 
kept to an absolute necessary minimum well below the allowed 5000 gallons per day.   
 
 
Please confirm receipt. 
 
Thank you, 
--  
Jared Etzel  
Cell (503)-330-5107 
 
Our well map and further well 
info:  https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/gw_info/gw_info_report/gw_details.aspx?gw_site_id=10961 
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Desiree Lundeen

From: PLAHN Joel M * WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 7:17 AM
To: Gary Hackney; Desiree Lundeen
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger'; 'Linda Ramirez'
Subject: RE: New Wineries and water issues.

 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County] 
 

No, when dealing with exempt uses and priority dates, we look at when the well was competed. The completed data on 
the well log is the priority date for exempt uses.  
 
Thanks, Joel Plahn 
District 22 Watermaster 
Cell 503-508-2394 
 

 
Integrity | Service | Technical Excellence | Teamwork | Forward-Looking 
 

From: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 4:15 PM 
To: PLAHN Joel M * WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov>; 'Desiree Lundeen' <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger' <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; 'Linda Ramirez' <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Thank you, Joel this is helpful.  Since the commercial exemption will be new is it now the most junior well in the event of 
a shortage? 
 

From: PLAHN Joel M * WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 2:05 PM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>; 'Desiree Lundeen' <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger' <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; 'Linda Ramirez' <lramirez97115@gmail.com>; PLAHN Joel M * 
WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov> 
Subject: RE: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Hello, 
 
There are certain uses of groundwater that are exempt from requirement to obtain a permit. I am going to list three of 
the common uses the other uses can be found in ORS 537.545. Single or group domestic purposes not exceeding 15,000 
gallons per day. Second Single industrial or commercial purposes not exceeding 5,000 gallons per day. This does not 
include irrigation or watering to promote plant growth. Third lawn or noncommercial garden not more than one-half 
acre. The Etzel property is allowed to use these uses from their well just like anyone else who has a well. I checked our 
water right records and did not find that they have applied for any water rights at this time. If in the future they do apply 
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for a water right it will be listed on the Departments Public Notice and anyone can submit comments. You can also sign 
up to receive the weekly public notice via email. 
 
I did find some water level data online for Steve Messick Well and Etzel Well please see below. If you would like this data 
is all online and I included a link to the mapping tool below.  
 
Groundwater Mapping Tool 
https://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gw/gw_info/gw_info_report/Default.aspx 
 
 
Etzel Well 

Measured Water Level  

Date  Time Water Level (BLSD)  WL Elev (ft AMSL)  Organization  OWRD  Method

11/12/2010 12:52:00 159.53  745.47  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE CALIBRATED

3/8/2010 11:20:00 154.03  750.97  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

10/7/2009 13:36:00 161.02  743.98  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/23/2009 15:15:00 157.54  747.46  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

9/17/2008 10:43:00 159.39  745.61  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/17/2008 11:20:00 149.99  755.01  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

8/9/2007 08:00:00 157.92  747.08  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

8/14/1990   150.00  755.00  PUMP INSTALLER  GWATER  REPORTED 

7/27/1974   150.00  755.00  DRILLER  WELL LOG REPORTED 
 

 

 

 
Steve Messick Well 

Measured Water Level  

Date  Time Water Level (BLSD)  WL Elev (ft AMSL)  Organization  OWRD  Method

10/7/2009 12:08:00 326.35  673.65  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/23/2009 13:30:00 325.45  674.55  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

9/17/2008 09:26:00 325.04  674.96  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

3/18/2008 07:58:00 315.06  684.94  OWRD  GWATER  ETAPE 

7/14/1975   205.00  795.00  DRILLER  WELL LOG  REPORTED
 

 

 

 
 
Thanks, Joel Plahn 
District 22 Watermaster 
Cell 503-508-2394 
 



3

 
Integrity | Service | Technical Excellence | Teamwork | Forward-Looking 
 

From: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2021 11:30 AM 
To: 'Desiree Lundeen' <lundeend@co.yamhill.or.us> 
Cc: 'Elizabeth Seeberger' <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; 'Linda Ramirez' <lramirez97115@gmail.com>; PLAHN Joel M * 
WRD <Joel.M.Plahn@oregon.gov> 
Subject: FW: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Please include Mr. Messick’s remarks in the record. 
Thank you. 
 

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 10:44 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 
 
Yes, that would be fine. 
 
On Tue, Jan 5, 2021 at 10:15 AM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Steve, 

Very helpful information!  Can we have your permission to forward to the County and State to include in the hearing 
record?  Thank you for your response. 

Gary Hackney  

  

From: Steve Messick <steve.messick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 7:06 AM 
To: Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: Pasimmons@frontier.com; tim.farrington@gmail.com; Elizabeth Seeberger <elizabeth2u@icloud.com>; Linda 
Ramirez <lramirez97115@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: New Wineries and water issues. 

  

I have two issues: 

  

o The water table is lower now than when I moved in. The 1993 well inspection reported water at 200'+ below ground 
level. Marc and Guy used to come around to measure the water level. The last measurement, several years ago, 
showed the water table had dropped over 100' since the initial inspection. 
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o The last two summers I had to manually restart the well pump a few times. My plumber suggested two possible 
reasons for this. It could be due to the age of the pump, or it could be due to low water levels. Since the problem only 
occurs during the dry months I suspect the latter. 

  

On Sat, Jan 2, 2021 at 8:06 PM Gary Hackney <zhack@earthlink.net> wrote: 

Thank you for your participation in our efforts to draw attention to the water situation in the Dundee Hills.  If we can 
impose upon you further,  we would appreciate it if you would send Elizabeth Seeberger and myself a two or three 
sentence (or longer if you want) explanation of any water supply issues you have experienced firsthand or even 
secondhand, if you know of issues experienced by your neighbors or friends.  Firsthand is better.  Issues might 
include:  your well going dry, when (summer/winter, date etc.), and for how long.   Discoloration or other signs of an 
over stressed well.  The need to replace your well.  Does the problem occur regularly?  In short, why are you 
concerned about water reliability in our neighborhood.  If you would prefer to discuss on the telephone, our home 
phone number is: 503-538-4247.  If possible, please respond by January 5, 2021.  Thank you, 

  

Gary Hackney 

  















Worden Hill Road - Crash Data

Oregon Department of Transportation, Geographic  Information
Services Unit

Crashes 2018

Fatal

Injury

Property Damage Only

Crashes 2017

Fatal

Injury

Property Damage Only

Crashes 2016

Fatal

Injury
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Fatal
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Crashes 2014

Fatal
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ODOT - Geographic Information Services
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This  product is for informational purposes and may not be suitable for
legal, engineering, or surveying purposes. Users of this product should
review and consult the primary data sources to determine the usability
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