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From: Paige Barton
To: Clerk; BOC Info
Cc: Casey Kulla; Lindsay Berschauer; Mary Starrett; Jefferson Mildenberger; elections@sos.state.gov;

cityrecorder@newbergoregon.gov; N M
Subject: Public Comment: Newberg City Council Special Elections
Date: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 11:11:56 AM

Good morning,

I'm writing to ask that the special election date for Newberg City Council is announced by the
Yamhill County Clerk as date-certain as soon as possible. I'm offering this as public comment
to submit into the record aspects of the Clerk's handling of the balloting mistake that could be
improved. Thank you for your attention to this matter, as I understand there is a lot of activity
right now due to the General Election. 

1. None of the candidates for Newberg City Council have been contacted with any new
election date. If this was any of you, with your name missing from 83% of ballots, you
would probably expect a better response from the county's chief elections official.
Candidates and their campaigns aren't looking to assign blame for the error, but
they should at minimum be respected with this contact. Please spend the time to
acknowledge candidates, spend time answering the questions they may have that you
can answer, and clearly announce a new election date. It's been nearly two weeks.
Please do this.

2. Please announce the special election date. The Secretary of State's order said the
election shall be held by December 20. Because there has been no date-certain
announcement from the Yamhill County Clerk, all campaigns are left to
assume December 20 is the election date. This is causing a lot of confusion.

3. December 20 as an election date poses other issues: will the Yamhill County Clerk's
office work through the four planned holidays to count ballots so election results may be
certified prior to the year's end? Has the Clerk anticipated any issue with a late
certification of election results that would prevent Councilors from being seated in early
January? 

The Newberg City Charter, in Chapter VII, Section 30 (page 9) states that a councilor's
term begins the first Council meeting of the year immediately after the election.
Newberg City Council meets on the first and third Monday of the month. To abide by
the City's Charter, and to follow their established meeting schedule, election results
should be certified and the councilors seated on Monday, January 2. While January's
meeting schedule falls on New Year's Day Observed and Martin Luther King Jr. Day, it
doesn't seem clear that there is urgency to correct the error without unintentionally
causing additional problems. This delay takes away the purview of the Council to
establish another meeting schedule to conduct the City's business, because councilors
will undoubtedly be seated late. 

Between December 20 and January 2, the County is only open for six days. Because
postmarks shall be valid until December 27, there are three working days to certify
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results. Is this even possible? Is there any urgency to make it possible? 

We deserve to know when the election we've been working towards will be. Newberg
deserves a timely certification of election results to continue with the City's business. Thank
you.

Thank you,
Paige Barton

Campaign Manager
Jefferson for Newberg


