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From: Peg Kneller
To: BOC Info
Subject: Measure 109
Date: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 4:07:06 PM

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

I am not a medical professional (and to my knowledge, neither are any of the Yamhill County
Commissioners) but it seems very obvious that some of our commissioners do not support
expanding mental health services in this county. I say this because it seems our
Commissioners want to ignore the will of county voters and send Measure 109 to the ballot -
again - in November. Voters have already approved this measure, so I have to wonder why the
Commissioners want to force another vote?

To quote Kathryn Harrington, a Washington County Commissioner who has actually done
some very basic research on this issue:

?All you have to do is Google ?OHA and psilocybin,? and if you?re not sure how to spell it,
it?s P-S-I-L-O-C-Y-B-I-N,? Harrington said. ?It makes it very clear that research suggests
that psilocybin may help reduce depression, anxiety?including end-of-life anxiety?problematic
alcohol and tobacco use, and trauma related disorders, including PTSD,? Harrington said.? 
Finding sites for psilocybin businesses will be easier than doing so with cannabis enterprises
because there are no retail sales of psilocybin, Harrington said. ?The manufacturing is quite
controlled as well.?

I find it very interesting that the same Yamhill County commissioners who would prefer for
law enforcement to NOT enforce existing gun laws because they want to blame mental health
instead of guns for gun violence, are now pushing their uninformed views on the county
residents once again, in order to derail a valid mental health option. If mental health is to
blame for gun violence, wouldn't you WANT more mental health options and facilities
available in this county?

As a resident of Yamhill County, I respectfully ask that we not send this measure back to the
voters. The voters made their wishes known already; this would be a ridiculous waste of time
and money.

Peggy Kneller
McMinnville, OR 97128
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From: Jenny Wilson
To: BOC Info
Subject: Psilocybin mushrooms, public comment
Date: Wednesday, August 3, 2022 4:11:03 PM

[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Commissioners:

I would like to start off with, the first person who talked to me in Mac eight years ago, was a
Vietnam vet. He didn't know who I was and I needed a place to stay while I had training for a
new job. And I stayed with him. He had Mass PTSD from vietnam. He would drug himself
with prescription drugs and alcohol because he said he had constant nightmares, and Fourth of
July was his worst nightmare. I also have a friend who served in Iraq and afghanistan, she was
an army medic. An explosive device hit their vehicle and her fiance and her other brothers that
she served with all died except her and one other soldier. She has major PTSD and depression
so bad that she wasn't able to live on her own until just recently. Her older parents had been
taking care of her and monitoring her. 4th of July out here is hog wild, law enforcement can't
keep up with complaints, nor do they do anything about it. And fireworks are not legal here.
All of the veterans that I've spoken to say now it's almost entire week of fireworks and they
are traumatized and drug themselves with legal and illegal drugs.

And you think that banning the sales of mushrooms, a natural created fungi, is going to do
what to this county? Why does it seem that some of you are against anything that is to help
houseless people, people with mental health issues, and people with addiction problems? It's
extremely disappointing. These mushrooms have proven to help people with borderline
personality disorder, schizophrenia, depression and PTSD. But we can't have that in this
county. Let's not help those who served, or the people with mental health issues that need at
most with a very simple solution. 

The majority of houses people I see in this community have mental health issues. They are not
addressed. Yes I understand certain people do not want help and when you offer it to them and
they say no you cannot force them into it. But if there was an alternative such as mushrooms
to help them on a day-to-day basis, maybe that would be a good thing. You also seem to turn a
blind eye that heroin and meth are extremely king in this county. People trade their food
stamps for it. People trade their food stamps for gambling money to go gamble because you
can do it pretty much anywhere there's a machine. People can drink and drive out here
multiple times and get DUIs and still obtain a license. It doesn't even seem like we have a drug
task force focusing on the main problems. But mushrooms. Let's just nix that right out of the
gate before we see any scientific data or any positive results in our county. 

We are getting a bottle redemption center in mac. You think houseless people are an issue
right now? You think addiction and people on poverty using drugs and alcohol is a problem
right now? Bring a bottle  redemption center to your town. It will double or triple the numbers
of people using, people going through other people's recycle bins, houseless people flocking to
an area where they can get a lot of money for cans. But then there are no other resources for
these people who will accumulate here. And some  will come with mental health issues that

mailto:bullmastiffg@yahoo.com
mailto:bocinfo@co.yamhill.or.us


are not addressed.

Mushrooms are an effective form to help many people that is not expensive.  It will be
monitored by the state just like marijuana, and it will help veterans, people with depression,
people with mental health issues, and in some cases it sometimes helps people with addiction
problems.  

Although every time I take the time to send a letter to y'all, I feel like it falls on deaf ears.
Because in the end you will have so many letters against, your actual final vote. You are not
the voice of the people of this county. And that speaks volumes to where we're at. Law
enforcement will become taxed, the people who work for the county will become taxed, and
hospitals we come taxed. Look at the incident that just happened in mac. Our own agencies
couldn't handle the situation because they are not trained properly, Nor can they deal with a
caliber of that situation. I'm so glad that another agency came and suppressed the situation that
would have been way worse if our all our officers and deputies responded. What was the first
thing the Washington County TNT team did? They removed our officers and deputies from
the scene because they were shooting back at a subject that had barricaded himself and was
endangering the public. Maybe if that individual would have had some mental health
counseling and taken something that could have helped him calm down a little bit the situation
at hand never would have played out the way it did. I'm just glad nobody got killed or injured.

I really wish, and hope, that you will reconsider mushrooms in our county. Because if you
think a lot of issues that hand are bad now, just give it a couple more years. You're adding
$1,000 night hotels and James Beard award-winning restaurants. But many are not helping our
veterans, many aren't  helping our houseless community, and most families don't know how to
help their loved ones with addiction problems.

A concerned citizen that thinks you won't even give this a chance,
Jenny Wilson
Carlton
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