
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 

 

PRIOR TO THE 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ SESSION 

 

ON 

 

THURSDAY, March 25, 2021 

 

AT 

 

10:00 A.M. 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions, concerns or comments about these items can be directed  

to staff or the Commissioners by contacting the Commissioners’ office at 

 

(503) 434-7501 
 

OR 

 

BOCINFO@co.yamhill.or.us 





























































From:                                         Pa�y Armstrong <pa�y.armstrong@gmx.com>
Sent:                                           Wednesday, March 24, 2021 4:12 PM
To:                                               BOC Info
Cc:                                               Casey Kulla
Subject:                                     Yamhelas Trail
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

  

I "attended" my first Yamhill County Commissioners work session last week.
 And then read the accounting in the New's Register the next day.

  
A couple things jumped out at me:
 
1. One was the quote of Commissioner Starretts and her reference to doing some "due diligence, by examining the
county's options and [the] likely costs" when Berschauer said she saw no need to gather more data before voting to
discontinue work on the bridge". Maybe if "they" had done a little more due dilligence prior to pulling the trail
application the city would not be faced with paying $56,250 by the first week in April (a grant), and having to discuss
robbing Peter to pay Paul (ie: moving monies from one city account to another) to cover the additional costs
associated with stopping the project (more grant money and extra bridge costs incurred by stopping the bridge
construction prior to completeion).

  
2. Does Commissioner Berschauer care about McMinnville as a whole, or just does she just answer to those that put
her in office? Watching her facial expressions while others in the meeting spoke was a pretty good tell-all of her
personality, and opinions not her own. 

  
And to conclude, you all have a nice mess on your hands. A bummer, really.
 
 
Patty Armstrong
We live on the proposed trail.

 And are one of those willing to work with the developers of the trail to match our concerns with solutions.
 
 
 
 
 
Dark Horse Solutions

 Custom Web and Logo Design. Social Media.
 Marketing, Graphics & Content development.
 http://www.darkhorseoregon.com

 http://www.facebook.com/DarkHorseSolutions



From:                                         Philip Forve <pforve@gmail.com>
Sent:                                           Wednesday, March 24, 2021 4:29 PM
To:                                               BOC Info
Subject:                                     Support for the rail trail conversion
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners,
It is quite clear that your current opposi�on to the rail trail conversion in Yamhill County is a minority posi�on. It’s also
clear that the opposi�on is not a consensus among all three council members.
 
Given the popularity of the trail, I think it’s inevitable that a trail will eventually be installed in Yamhill County to replace
the now unused rail line along Highway 47. There’s just too much support among the people for this trail. The ques�on is,
how long can you delay it? What side of history do you want to be on?  How much are you willing to spend of taxpayer
money to delay this project?
 
As commissioners, your job is working to improve the quality of life for the majority of the people here in the county and
for those who choose to visit.  Support of the trail is in keeping with the idea that we want a safe place for ourselves, our
children and visitors to exercise, get fresh air, and stay healthy. This rail trail conversion will do that. I
 
I hope you choose as you move forward to be on the right side of history and move to champion this effort which has
such a wide bipar�san support in Yamhill County.
 
Phil Forve
McMinnville OR
 
 
 



From:                                         Veronica Haley Hinkes <veronica4249@yahoo.com>
Sent:                                           Wednesday, March 24, 2021 4:41 PM
To:                                               BOC Info
Cc:                                               nmontesano@newsregister.com; jonathan@bikeportland.org
Subject:                                     le�er regarding CPRD proposal for Yamhelas Westsider Trail, input for BOC mee�ng 3/25/21
A�achments:                          FYWT BOC le�er  3-24-21.pdf
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

  

Dear Commissioners,
 
Attached please find our letter regarding an agenda item for the BOC meeting on Thursday, March 24,
2021.
 
Thank you,
 
Veronica Hinkes



 

 

 

 

 

 

March 24, 2021 

 

 

 

 

Yamhill County Board of Commissioners 

Yamhill County Commissioners' Office 

535 NE 5TH St. 

McMinnville, OR 97128 

bocinfo@co.yamhill.or.us 

 

Dear Commissioners,  

 

The Friends of the Yamhelas Westsider Trail group has been very interested to hear about the proposal by 

Chehalem Park and Recreation District (CPRD) to purchase or lease the Yamhelas Westsider Trail right-of-

way, and appreciate the creative thinking from this group.  We support continued exploration of this 

proposal for a number of reasons.  

 

CPRD has an established track record in creating and stewarding public spaces for the benefit of the 

whole community.  Their expertise and grant-writing capabilities could go a long way in transforming this 

transportation corridor into a usable space that works for everyone.  

 

According to their letter, CPRD would intend to start from scratch, including new outreach to and 

integration of input from adjacent landowners.  As we’ve said before, trails through agricultural land have 

been successfully developed and are happily used all around the country—there is no reason that our 

community shouldn’t be able to achieve the same success.   

 

CPRD’s proposal would take any potential cost burden off of Yamhill County.  This would provide a 

solution to some commissioners’ concerns about potential costs to the County for maintaining the right-

of-way.  There is also the chance that this arrangement could satisfy the existing grant agreements and 

save the county millions in grant repayment costs.  Again, CPRD’s experience with managing public spaces 

should help keep costs to a minimum.  

 

This proposal also shows the widespread support from all over Yamhill County for the Yamhelas Westsider 

Trail.  Integration with CPRD’s existing and planned bicycle and pedestrian network will offer healthy 

recreation options for Yamhill County families, economic development opportunities for numerous small 

businesses in our communities, and will create important, safe transportation options for those who 

cannot or choose not to drive motor vehicles.   

 

 

 

mailto:bocinfo@co.yamhill.or.us


 

 

 

We urge you to engage in good-faith conversations with CPRD to fully explore their proposal.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Wayne Wiebke 

President, Friends of the Yamhelas Westsider Trail 

 

 

 

cc nmontesano@newsregister.com 

jonathan@bikeportland.org 
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From:                                         Ron Shields <rmshields60@gmail.com>
Sent:                                           Thursday, March 25, 2021 9:11 AM
To:                                               BOC Info
Subject:                                     Gun Sanctuary Proposal
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

  

We live in Yamhill County.  We believe that the proposed Gun Sanctuary
for the County will make us all less safe and will be breaking exis�ng laws.
 
You have been elected to serve us, the residents of Yamhill County, not
residents of other coun�es who happen to agree with you poli�cally.
 
Listen to your own cons�tuents and consider their safety.
 
Respec�ul submi�ed,   Margaret Shields, Ron Shields
                                        900 NW Hill Rd, McMinnville, OR  97128


