
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 

 

PRIOR TO THE 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ SESSION 

 

ON 

 

THURSDAY, March 18, 2021 
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Questions, concerns or comments about these items can be directed  

to staff or the Commissioners by contacting the Commissioners’ office at 

 

(503) 434-7501 
 

OR 

 

BOCINFO@co.yamhill.or.us 































































































































From:                                         Lindsay Berschauer
Sent:                                           Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:46 AM
To:                                               BOC Info
Subject:                                     FW: Gun Sanctuary ordinance
 
Public tes�mony…thx
 
Lindsay Berschauer
Yamhill County Commissioner, Vice-Chair
berschauerl@co.yamhill.or.us
Phone: (503) 434-7501
 
Remember… We work FOR YOU!  Stay engaged with latest news, meeting agendas, and links to submit
public testimony here: www.co.yamhill.or.us/

 

From: Rebecca Arredondo <faerie_tales83@yahoo.com> 
 Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 6:33 AM

 To: Mary Starre� <starre�m@co.yamhill.or.us>; Lindsay Berschauer <berschauerl@co.yamhill.or.us>; Casey Kulla
<kullac@co.yamhill.or.us>

 Subject: Gun Sanctuary ordinance
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

Commissioners Berschauer, Starrett, and Kulla,
I am a resident of McMinnville, a former teacher and current family advocate in a Yamhill county school. I have been very bothered by the proposal
of a “gun sanctuary ordinance” since I read about it in the papers, but as a busy mother of two young children, I am just now finding time to write to
you (in the early hours of the morning).
 
I do NOT support the Gun Sanctuary ordinance. In a country where festering hate has been bubbling to the surface, this action would not make me
feel safer in this community which I love. To me, this would be a step in the wrong direction. I am not a gun owner, nor did I grow up in a hunting
family or around guns, so my opinion may not matter to some of you, but of all the things to have a sanctuary for, having it for guns seems like an
oxymoron. To me I see this as path to harboring violence, not as a means for further protection. 
 
I’m not alone in these thoughts, as many friends and neighbors throughout the county that I’ve spoken with feel the same way. Please reconsider
trying to pursue passing a “gun sanctuary” ordinance in our county. 
 
Thank you for your time,
Rebecca Arredondo
 

mailto:berschauerl@co.yamhill.or.us
http://www.co.yamhill.or.us/


From:                                         Craig R Busskohl <busskohl@wtechlink.us>
Sent:                                           Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:55 AM
To:                                               BOC Info
Subject:                                     yamhelas trail planning
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

  

Dear Commissioners, 
 
Strongly support continuation of this project. 
 
Let the master planning process proceed, deal with concerns,
and continue this valuable project. 
 
Respectfully, 
Craig R. Busskohl



From:                                         Val Blaha <val@mossbackfarm.com>
Sent:                                           Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:50 AM
To:                                               BOC Info
Cc:                                               nmontesano@newsregister.com; mperkowski@capitalpress.com; Lacker@oregonian.com
Subject:                                     for 3/18/21 BOC mee�ng; Please support the Yamhelas Westsider Trail Master Planning

process
 
 
 
[This email originated outside of Yamhill County]

  

Dear Yamhill County Commissioners, 
 
I've
 been a resident of Yamhill county since 2002. 16 of those years were spent farming on a 33 acre ranch west of
Yamhill.
 
During
 that time, my family took numerous actions on our property to better the land and surrounding land and
waterways for our human and non-human neighbors. This included reforesting our riparian areas by planting
thousands of trees, fencing livestock out of the
 water ways, and protecting a threatened plant species and endangered butterfly. We are familiar with many of
of the issues farmers face, and we chose to view ourselves as stewards of the land, and to see ourselves as
part of something bigger than our own backyard.
 We understand that economic concerns make it difficult for some property owners do the same, but that
doesn't make it right to pretend that any given piece of land isn't connected to the bigger whole, and that we
aren't all connected to each other in a myriad
 of ways.
 
I'm
 writing to voice strong support
 for continuing the master planning process on the Yamhelas Westsider Trail, and preserving the land the trail
would run on as a public resource for all Yamhill County citizens. 
 
The
 Yamhelas Westsider Trail project represents years of bipartisan effort bringing outside infrastructure investment
into Yamhill County. It is a boon to local economies and an asset to small businesses. In these times of
economic hardship, I am shocked and sickened that a 
project that would
 have brought money into our communities, and supported Yamhill county small businesses, has been put in
jeopardy. The recent actions of the Board of Commissioners (BOC) which could result in the county paying
back millions in grants for this project are not
 only short-sighted and narrowly focused, but against tax-payer interests.
 
The
 land planned for the Yamhelas Westsider Trail is public land, set aside for the benefit of all Yamhill County
citizens. This is in keeping with it's historic use as a railway, and the land should be preserved and used in
keeping with its long history. While
 a railway is no longer planned or used, what better use for the land than as a trail connecting multiple
communities?
 
The
 primary complaint against the trail has been that the process for building the trail was not done properly, and
that it should have begun with an assessment with neighbor and community feedback. While it's my
understanding that public and landowner comment
 has been sought at multiple times throughout the process, the master planning process is meant to do exactly
this. And it's NOT TOO LATE to move forward with this process, and avoid needing to pay back large sums of



money. By seeing this process through, rather
 than abruptly cutting it off, we can work to better understand, address, and mitigate landowner and community
concerns. It will also allow the BOC to better represent all constituents, rather than just a small group of well-
funded detractors.
 
As
 a former member of the Yamhill-Carlton School District, I know from personal experience about the lack of non-
motorized vehicle connections between the 2 towns. My family would have greatly benefited from being able to
bike or hike from one town to the other.
 As a former resident (1996-1999) of Whatcom county, WA, my husband and I personally were able to
experience the benefits of a rail line that had been converted to a trail. And as a current McMinnville resident,
I'm concerned about what I've seen as a lack
 of interest from some current BOC members to support projects relating to tourism in our county, since
tourism-related businesses and activities are an important driver of our economy.
 

You have a choice today. You

 can continue to turn your backs on this project, and subject the county residents to paying back money that
was being used for the public good. Or you can choose to continue the master planning process, bring all of the
stakeholders to the table, and work

 to create something that would stand as an amazing legacy for future generations, and would represent the
forward thinking of the current BOC.

 

I strongly encourage you to

 continue the master plan currently in progress for the Yamhelas Westsider Trail.

Sincerely,
Valerie
 Blaha
McMinnville,
 OR
 


