
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 
McMinnville Fire Department, McMinnville, Oregon 

September 19, 2016  

 
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Walt Shields, Yamhill County property owner, professional forester---Chair 
Eric Perkins, Oregon Dept. of Forestry---Secretary 
Tara Patterson, Yamhill County forest landowner  
Mary Chamness, Yamhill County property owner 
Chief Liepfert, McMinnville Fire Department 
 
Unable to Attend: 
James Johnson, OSU Extension 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Chief Lucich, Carlton Fire Department 
Jeff Classen, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Scott Maytubby, Yamhill County Assessor 
Derrick Wharff,  County Assessors Office 
 

 Walt called the meeting to order at 10:17 am.   
o Brief round of introductions 

 Scott Maytubby provided the committee an overview on the role of the Assessor’s office in the 
committee’s work 

o  This discussion included the capabilities and limitations of their computer systems as well as 
coordinating workflows and how best to share information and updates 

 Changes that may result in a need for forestland classification review included: 
improvements, lot line adjustments, and sub divisions 

 A system to exchange information between the committee, the Assessor’s office, and 
ODF was identified as a future action item 

o Implications of classifying all vs. portions of tax lots 
 Classifying tax lots entirely may be simpler from an administrative, data management, 

and collection standpoint.  But it is not necessary if a partial classification better aligns 
with the committee’s decision making.  

 Public comment period. 
o No members of the public attended the meeting. 
o No official public comments were made 

 The committee reviewed the previous meeting minutes 
o Chief Leipfert motioned to accept the meeting minutes as written.  Motion carried. 

 Key definitions and revisions 
o Reviewed Forestland as defined in statute 
o Further revision of this committee’s definition of “contiguous”  

 Chief Leipfert motioned to accept the latest proposed definition revision, but with the 
use of the word “may” in lieu of “are, will, or shall.”  Motion carried. 

 “Contiguous” further defined:  The Classification Committee considers a fire within a 
mile of contiguous forestland, in any direction, a potential fire risk to that forestland.  
Therefore, areas which may not normally be classified as forestland, but are less than 1 
mile of contiguous forestland, may also be classified as forestland in this process. 

 Field tour and on-site verification 
o Focus was on completion of areas in the north end of McMinnville RFD and Carlton RFD. 
o Reviewed classification decisions made at the end of the July meeting 

 Delineated forest/non-forest just to the west of Hill Road, north to Fir Crest Road.  No 
changes needed. 
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o Multiple areas along the Meadowlake corridor were visited in an effort to determine where the 

clearest forest to non-forest transition zone was. 
 Chief Leipfert made a motion to accept classification delineation decisions made by the 

committee during the afternoon field session: 

 North from Fir Crest Road, along Panther Creek, north to Homestead Lane and 
Old Soldiers Road, and ending to the west side of Kendell Jackson’s Vineyard. 

o Motion carried 
 

 Meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm.  
 

 
*   The next meeting is scheduled for October 17th is planned to be held at the Carlton Fire Station.  10am-
3pm. 

  


