
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 
McMinnville Fire Department, McMinnville, Oregon 

August 29th, 2017 Minutes 
 

Committee Members in Attendance: 
Walt Shields (Chair), Property Owner, professional forester 
Tara Patterson, Yamhill County Landowner 
Mary Chamness, Yamhill County Landowner 
James Johnson, OSU Extension 
Chief Liepfert, McMinnville Fire Department 
 
Unable to Attend: 
Eric Perkins (Secretary), Oregon Department of Forestry 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Mike Cafferata, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Jeff Classen, Oregon Department of Forestry, West Oregon District 
Renée Jetton, Yamhill County Landowner 
Tom and Mercedes Hathaway, Yamhill County Landowners 
Dennis and Ruth Goecks, Yamhill County Landowners 
Rocky Losli, interested member of the public 
 

 Walt Shields called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
o Round of introductions 

 All those present received a copy of the Report on Public Response to the Yamhill County Forest 
Classification Committee Preliminary Draft Forest Classification Maps and Process 

o Mike Cafferata went through the document with the group and highlighted some key points 

 The Public Comment of the meeting began at 9:30 a.m.  Four short presentations were made by the 
public present, and their key points have been summarized as follows: 

o Renée Jetton.   
 Has lived and owned property in the Gopher Valley area for 50 years. 
 Believes that this process is unfair taxation on landowners that don’t own timber or 

have no interest in the timber industry. 

 Asked about the makeup of the committee membership and what groups 
were represented 

o Mercedes Hathaway 
 Has property in the Willamina Creek area, and believes that their property is 

agricultural and not forestland. 
 The concept of forestland is too inclusive.  Everything is burnable, but not 

everything is in the timber lands.  
 A forest patrol assessment is just on top of insurance, RFPD tax, school bonds, etc. 

o Dennis Goeks 
 In the interest of equity, it would make more sense for the state tax [general fund] 

to fund the fire protection program completely and get away from the whole land 
classification process. 



 In the same way that areas inside the city limits were exempted from classification, 
consider removing some similar-looking rural neighborhoods. 

 The county’s dataset, for existing infrastructure and development, is incomplete.  
Ensure that classification decisions are made using the best available information. 

o Rocky Losli 
 Mostly had more questions about the classification process, and wanted 

clarification on some of the terms used in the handouts. 

 Mike C. indicated that he would make sure to get him the information and 
answers sought, but wanted to keep the committee focused on the review 
areas for this meeting  

 Field Tour of general review areas and specific landowner requests 
o Baker Creek Road, Orchard View, Pheasant Hill, Surrounding Vicinity including: 

 Goecks property 

 Tillery property 

 Whited property 

 Miller property 
 Additionally, the group stopped at the site of a fire where McMinnville FD and 

Oregon Department of Forestry both responded a few days prior to this meeting.  
The group felt that this rural residential incident site also met the forestland 
classification criteria, and a response from both agencies was appropriate in this 
type of wildland-urban-interface setting. 

 Upon additional field review, the committee voted to keep the above neighborhoods, 
including the specified properties classified as Forestland. 

o Rockyford Road, Pike Road, Tupper Road intersections.   
 The current forest/non-forest classification line runs through this area.  There were 

a couple landowners that requested a second look during the public outreach 
meetings. 

 The committee felt that the valley areas east of this location are wider than a mile 
across and would not meet the contiguous criteria.  Areas to the west are more 
narrow valleys and transition to more hilly terrain. 

 The committee felt that the current draft delineation of forestland was consistent 
with the classification criteria.  No change from previous classification decisions. 

o Gaston and Cottonwood Street 

 Gilbert property 
 Upon additional field review the committee members noted that Cottonwood St 

was on the edge of town, had hydrants, and the neighborhood area seemed more 
suburban than forestland. 

 Since the area did not meet the classification criteria, the committee recommended 
that the above property, along with several other similar tax lots, be removed from 
the draft classification. 

o Areas between Gopher and Muddy Valley, south of Latham Road 

 Wepster property 
 The committee felt that this area was composed of a patchwork of tree stands and 

rolling fields.  Both of which meet the definition of forestland and would present a 
fire spread risk.  The previous classification decisions would stand except-- 

 The Wepster property, along with a few other lots south of Deer Creek will 
be removed from forestland classification, as they are very near the 



transitional classification edge and would not carry fire in the hazelnut 
stand.   

o Gopher Valley 

 Renée Jetton property 
 The committee members all agreed that the Gopher Valley area met all the 

forestland classification criteria.  No change to previous classification. 
o Willamina Creek 

 Hampton Mill site 

 Hathaway property 
 The Hampton Mill tax lots had hydrants and no vegetative cover.  It doesn’t fit the 

classification criteria. 

 The committee decided that these 2 tax lots should be removed and the 
classification line be adjusted to Willamina Creek. 

 The committee visited the Hathaway property up Willamina Creek Road.  The 
property is certainly all in use for agriculture.  Committee members also noted fire 
would spread to or from this property, it met the definition of forestland, and was 
contiguous to other areas classified as forestland.  

 The committee members agreed that no changes be made to the previous 
classifications in this area. 

o End of field tour and return to McMinnville Fire Department. 
 Walt motioned to accept the changes and omit some areas as discussed in the field 

(noted above), and also retain all other previous forest/non-forest classification 
decisions. 

 Motion carried. 
 Meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
 

  
 


