
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 
McMinnville Fire Department, McMinnville, Oregon 

July 18 2016 – Draft Minutes 

 
Committee Members in Attendance:  
James Johnson, OSU Extension 
Mary Chamness, Yamhill county property owner 
Walt Shields, resident, property owner, professional forester 
Chief Liepfert, McMinnville Fire Department 
 
Unable to Attend: 
Eric Perkins, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Mike Cafferata, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Jeff Classen, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Mike Totey, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:11 am.  The committee members reviewed the minutes from the 
June meeting. 

o Mary Chamness motioned to accept the last meeting’s minutes as drafted.  Motion carried. 

 Public comment period. 
o No members of the public attended the meeting. 
o No official public comments were made. 

 The committee discussed the uncertain implications of classifying entire versus portions of certain taxlots. 
o It was agreed that the forestland classification process was far enough along that additional input 

from the county assessor’s office would be beneficial. 

 Committee membership and recruitment 
o Walt Shields’s term has been renewed and approved by the commissioner’s office  
o New member recruitment has not been successful so far 

 Jim Johnson will reach out to the Yamhill Master Woodland Managers 
 Mike Cafferata will continue outreach efforts with Yamhill County landowners 
 Chief Leipfert has a lead to follow up on as well 

 The committee reviewed the classification decisions made during the June meeting to ensure they were 
properly captured and documented in the GIS project. 

o At this stage, the group felt that a grid-type landscape examination in combination with the line-
type delineation exercises was most beneficial when approaching urban interface areas. 

 The concept and current definition of “contiguous to forestland” was again discussed. 
o It was decided that it was most appropriate to add the definition of “contiguous” to the 

committee’s Decision Criteria. 
 This definition was originally captured in the June 6th 2016 meeting minutes. 

o This addition to the Decision Criteria should provide additional transparency regarding the 
committee’s views on:  

 A reasonable distance at which Forestland is considered to be threated should a fire 
occur in a given location 

 The role of continuity in vegetative cover, across various fuel types, and the likelihood of 
fire spread through those fuels 

 The focus for this meeting was on Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas in the eastern Sheridan and 
McMinnville rural fire districts. 

o No additional RFD staff were invited to this meeting as the area of focus overlapped almost 
entirely with Chief Leipfert’s district. 

 At 10:50 the group left the fire station to field review areas of interest 

 Tour stop #1:  Gopher Valley and Dupee Valley 
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o This was where the field session left off last time, so the committee tied into the previously 

completed areas. 
o All areas in these two valleys meet the definition of forestland and will be classified as such 

 Tour stop #2:  Muddy Valley 
o Vineyard Lane 

 The group met with the farm manager.  The crop was predominately filbert orchard and 
the property was irrigated. 

 The committee agreed that this type of vegetation was not a fire spread risk 
 In this area, the committee classified the forested slopes to the west (from Hwy 18 

northward) as forestland and the more agricultural flats to the east as non-forest. 
o Along Muddy Valley Road, areas to the south and west were classified as forestland.  The edge of 

forestland then follows the toe of the hillside to McCabe Chapel Road  

 Tour Stop #3:  Youngberg Hill Road and Surrounding Area 
o Site vegetation transitioned here from forest to non-forest, and the group deliberated where the 

best place to make the cut-off is 
 Preliminary decision is to follow the forested areas on both sides of Youngberg Hill road.  

The committee felt that classifying forestland along the edge of the slope was 
appropriate here. 

 Lunch and Data Capture at the Fire Department 
o All the areas visited in the morning were viewed on the aerial photos and decisions were 

recorded in the GIS project 
o The committee then made some very general decisions on the north half of the McMinnville FD 

to determine where to start the afternoon field review. 

 Tour Stop #4:  2nd Street and Mallard Street 
o New subdivision and current plans for housing expansion 

 The new subdivision is immediately adjacent to forestland 

 Tour Stop #5:  Hill Road north to Fir Crest Road 
o The group made some preliminary decisions in this area.   

 Classified forestland will generally be west of Hill Road and follow along the hillside 
contours. 

o This area will be revisited again at the August meeting. 
 The committee classification work will then continue north into the Carlton RFD. 

 Return to the McMinnville Fire Department and Wrap-Up 
o Future Meeting Scheduling 

 August 25th is the next tentative meeting date 
 This date is contingent on Fire Chief Lucich being available to attend and provide input 

on the Carlton area. 
o Mary Chamness motioned that preliminary classification decisions made on July 18th be 

accepted.  The motion passed. 

 Meeting adjourned at 3pm.  
 

 
*   The next meeting on August 25th is planned to be held at the McMinnville Fire Station.  10am. 

  


