
Yamhill County Forestland Classification 
Public information Meeting Summary 

 
May 31, 2017 

McMinnville Fire Station 
 
ODF Staff in Attendance: 
Mike Cafferata, Eric Perkins, Nate Agalzoff, Brent O’Nion, Kevin Geary, Jeff Classen 
 
Yamhill FLC Committee Members in Attendance: 
Chief Leipfert, Tara Patterson 
 
Attendance:  15 in total.  8 general public, 3 of which were repeat attendees 
  
Overview: 

On the whole, the meeting was both attended by fewer people and the overall attitude was much more 
subdued than the presentation on the 11th.  ODF staff at the Forest Grove district office have been receiving 
fewer phone calls over the last couple weeks and the attendance at this latest session seemed to reflect that. 

Mike Cafferata took the lead on the presentation. He began with a historical summary of fire protection 
on forestland in this area by addressing the concepts equitable distribution as it applies to the patrol 
assessment.   

As before, there was some participation and questions from the audience during the presentation, but 
Mike was able to follow the PowerPoint fairly closely.  Many of the questions that arose were similar to the 
previous meeting.  There were 14 questions captured in the meeting notes.  Most of these could be categorized 
as:  

1. Clarification on the roles and responsibilities between the Department of Forestry and the Rural Fire 
Departments 
o It was helpful to have the fire chief present to explain, from the RFPD perspective, how they 

integrate with ODF and speak to the capabilities and limitations of their staff and equipment. 
2. The definition of “forestland” and how it relates to the contiguous criteria and agricultural activities. 
3. Improved lot surcharge. 

During the presentation, Tara Patterson shared case examples of fires in the local area and how people 
and areas were impacted.  Additionally, ODF staff were able to provide input and add to the discussion.  Jeff 
Classen shared the story of the Aubrey Hall Fire and how it raised awareness of WUI firefighting complexity and 
how it was addressed with the surcharge. Kevin Geary was able to elaborate on the prevention side of the 
services that ODF provides. 

A couple of additional areas, which will require further review by the FLC committee, were identified 
through the session: 

1. Willamina Creek Road 
2. Latham Road to Hwy 18 

The presentation was concluded with an overview of next steps towards further review and 
implementation.  The public in attendance then had the opportunity to talk with ODF staff one-on-one more 
informally, and look at their property specifically and get a clear understanding of what the changes would mean 
to their personal situation.    


