
Yamhill County Forestland Classification 
Public information Meeting Summary 

 
May 11, 2017 

McMinnville Fire Station 
 
ODF Staff in Attendance: 
Mike Cafferata, Eric Perkins, Nate Agalzoff, Brent O’Nion 
 
Yamhill FLC Committee Members in Attendance: 
Walt Shields, Tara Patterson 
 
Notable individuals in Attendance: 
Commissioner Rick Olson, Jack Crabtree (former Sherriff), Steve Leonard (Rural Fire Protection District 
Board Chair) 
 
Total Public in Attendance:  38 
  
Overview: 

The meeting was led by Mike Cafferata. Mike began the presentation by framing up the 
question of “Why are we here?” and describing the inequities and inconsistent application of forestland 
classification and patrol assessment across the county.  

Throughout the presentation, there was active participation and questions from the audience.  
The majority of the concerns were voiced from landowners that are located at or very near the 
forest/non-forest transitional zone, and from owners of small rural residential lots.  This was expected.  
There were 34 questions captured in the meeting notes, but most of these could be lumped into a few 
categories:  

1. Clarification on the roles and responsibilities between the Department of Forestry and 
the Rural Fire Departments 

2. The definition of “forestland” and how it has very little to do with trees 
3. Minimum assessment seeming inequitable, on a per acre basis, on small lots.  It was 

perceived as an incentive of sorts for classifying subdivisions 
During the presentation, Classification Committee members Walt Shields and Tara Patterson 

offered testimony as to why they felt the work of the committee was important, shared case examples 
of fires in the local area, and how their personal properties were impacted in the classification process. 

In addition to the general questions asked by the audience, a few very specific requests for 
reconsideration were drawn out.  The general areas that will be brought to the Classification Committee 
for further review are 

1. Pheasant Hill Road and neighborhood 
2. Orchard View area 
3. North Baker Creek neighborhood 

Closing comments were given by Commissioner Rick Olson.  He described the different skill sets 
equipment needs, and unique challenges presented by the WUI area.  He spoke to how these unique 
issues weren’t much of a consideration 20 or so years ago.  Olson also spoke to Yamhill County’s ongoing 
development of a geo system that would provide landowners even more information, of which 
assessments would be a part of.   


