
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 

OSU Extension Office, McMinnville, Oregon 

March 7, 2016 – Draft  Minutes 
 

Committee Members in Attendance: 

Eric Perkins, Oregon Department of Forestry 

Cathy Bisset – resident and property owner within Yamhill County 

Chief Liepfert – McMinnville FD, Fire Chief   

Mary Chamness – property owner within Yamhill County 

Walt Shields – resident, property owner, and professional forester 

 

Unable to Attend: 

James Johnson, Yamhill County OSU Extension Service 

 

Also in Attendance: 

Mike Cafferata, Oregon Department of Forestry 

Mike Totey, Oregon Department of Forestry  

Jeff Classen, Oregon Department of Forestry   

Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Department of Forestry 

 

 The meeting to finalize committee by-laws and begin classification work began at 10 

AM. 

 The previous meeting’s draft minutes were reviewed  

o Mary made a motion to accept the minutes as written, Cathy seconded. Motion 

passed.  

 The latest version of the By-laws were reviewed and discussed 

o In particular, the language pertaining to quorums and how the Robert’s Rules of 

Order apply in voting were further discussed. what is written in the current by-

laws 

 A quorum is defined in Section VI of the by-laws as 3 committee 

members present.  Robert’s Rules of Order require a majority vote to pass 

a motion. Tied votes are not a majority.  

o Mary noted that the language for a temporary chair appointment, which was 

discussed at the last meeting, wasn’t included.  All agreed that it should have 

been. 

o Chief L. motioned that the by-laws be accepted as-is, with the inclusion of 

language for the appointment of another committee member as chair in the 

absence of the chair and secretary.   Cathy seconded. 

 Time was allowed in the agenda for public questions and comments.  No members of the 

public attended this meeting.  

 Mike T. led a discussion about the 3 locations for posting meeting notices 

o These locations are identified in the by-laws, and the committee agreed that they 

are logical and acceptable. The secretary has typically been responsible for 

making sure meeting notices are posted and will continue this practice.  

 The committee began classifying areas as forestland. The SW corner of the County was 

selected as a starting point. 

o The reviewed areas included portions of West Oregon and Northwest Oregon Fire 

Protection Districts. 
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 At the previous meeting, the committee was considering a few broad-brush approaches to 

classifying certain areas as forestland. 

o Some example of this approach included: 

 All Industrial and Public lands 

 Any forest landowner represented by a forest protection association 

 By geographic area, such as western-most townships in the County as 

forestland, and within city limits as non-forest.  

o Several concerns arose after the committee was able to view the applicable GIS 

layers with this data 

 Additionally, there was uncertainty about how “industrial” was defined in 

the GIS dataset or how the committee would define it. 

 The committee decided it was best to review all areas, regardless of ownership, on a 40 

acre basis  

o 1/16th sections were examined beginning in the SW corner of the county and 

progressed west to east, and south to north. 

o USFS lands were not considered for classification 

o If any portion of a 40 acre piece of land seemed debatable as to whether it met the 

committee’s Decision Criteria, it was not classified as forestland, and will 

received further review at a later date. 

o Mary noted that she had an ownership interest and would abstain from voting in 

the following areas: 

 Portion of SW ¼ section 2, T6S, R7W 

 Portion of SE ¼ section 3, T6S, R7W 

 Portion of SW ¼ section 10, T6S, R7W 

 Portion of SE ¼ section 11, T6S, R7W 

o Classification continued until 2:50 PM, with a brief break for lunch. The 

committee reviewed all sections in T5S, R9W; T5S R8W; T5S R7W; and T5S 

R6W, classifying sections as meeting the definition of forestland, or needing 

further review.  

o At 2:50 PM Walt requested a motion to accept the classifications for all areas 

except those for which Mary Chamness was abstaining. Chief Leipfert motioned 

the committee accept the classifications in those townships and ranges, except for 

the sections noted by Mary Chamness. Motion was seconded and the motion 

carried.  

o Chief Leipfert then motioned to accept the committee’s classification work on the 

portions where Mary Chamness had an ownership interest. The motion was 

seconded and carried with 5 votes in favor. Mary Chamness abstained from 

voting.  

o  

 Meeting adjourned at 3PM.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2016 at the McMinnville OSU Extension Office 

again.  

 
 


