
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 

OSU Extension Office, McMinville, Oregon 

February 22, 2016 – Draft  Minutes 
 

Committee Members in Attendance: 

Eric Perkins, Oregon Department of Forestry 

James Johnson, Yamhill County OSU Extension Service 

Cathy Bisset – resident and property owner within Yamhill County 

Mary Chamness – property owner within Yamhill County 

Walt Shields – resident, property owner, and professional forester 

 

Unable to Attend: 

Chief Liepfert – McMinnville FD, Fire Chief   

 

Also in Attendance: 

Mike Cafferata, Oregon Department of Forestry 

Mike Totey, Oregon Department of Forestry  

Jeff Classen, Oregon Department of Forestry   

Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Department of Forestry 

 

 The meeting to complete committee logistics began at 10 AM. 

 The previous meeting’s draft minutes were briefly reviewed and approved. 

 Mike C. introduced Jim Johnson and all present gave personal introductions 

o Discussion of current status of committee term limits and expirations.  Mary and 

Jim recently appointed, and Cathy and Walt will need to be reappointed in June. 

o Mike C. reviewed the agenda with the committee and highlighted the objectives 

for this meeting. 

 Walt suggested that future agendas include a time slot for public comment/information 

sharing, the committee agreed. 

 Mike T. presented the group with an overview of committee positions and 

responsibilities.   

o The chair leads the meeting, ensures rules of order are followed, etc. 

o Information and requests all get filtered through the secretary 

o It was also discussed how having a Hearings Officer could be valuable 

 There was a call for volunteers and nominations. 

o Walt Shields was elected chair 

o Eric Perkins was elected secretary 

 As the new chair, Walt led the meeting from this point forward. 

 The committee reviewed the Draft Yamhill FLC Bi-laws and a few edits and 

clarifications were made: 

o The committee will use Robert’s Rule of Order 

o A quorum is defined as 3 committee members present. In voting, 3 in favor are 

required for a motion to pass. 

o A committee member with an affected property (or other conflict of interest) will 

abstain from voting with the committee on that particular area 

o In the absence of a chair, the secretary will run the meeting.  If both are absent, 

the chair may appoint another committee member temporarily 

o The committee demographics will be updated 
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o The topic of Grazing Lands will be deleted.  The committee reviewed the 

definition of Class 1 forest lands and the geographic parameters of those lands 

outlined in statute.  

o The public notice locations will be updated.  Notices will be posted at 

 Cathy B motioned that the Draft Decision Criteria for Forestland Classification be 

accepted. Mary seconded. The vote was unanimous in favor. 

 The committee discussed where to start the classification process within the county. 

o It was agreed that work will begin on the western edge of the county as there was 

the least ambiguity in these areas. 

o James J made a motion to classify all BLM ownership and industrial forest 

ownership, inside of the FG protection boundary, as Forestland.  Cathy B 

seconded and the motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor. 

 Eric P motioned that the meeting adjourn, Cathy B seconded, and the committee 

adjourned at 2:45 PM. 

 
 


