
 

 

Yamhill County Parks & Recreation 

Advisory Board – Meeting Minutes  

 

    Date:  January 25, 2023 

        

Time: 5:30 – 7:00 pm 

Location:  Public Works, Lafayette Avenue, McMinnville 

Present:  Jim Culbert, Tim Duerfeldt, Rachel Flores, Steve Harloff, Neyssa Hays, Andy Mortenson 

(via videoconference) 

Excused: Bill Pallotto 

Staff:  Travis Pease & Mark Lago 

Guest:  Kit Johnston, Board of County Commissioners Parks Liaison 

5:31 pm. Meeting called to order 

Commissioner Comments and Discussion 

The Commissioner expressed interest in seeing the Parks Board membership increased so as to avoid 

a lack of quorum when there are absences.  He is also interested in having parks master planning get 

started using the funds allocated this year.  Finally, he mentioned the County has initiated plans to 

revise its website, and we expressed interest in providing input on the Parks portion.  County IT will 

be coordinating this update. 

Staff Updates  

Whiteson:  The conditional use permit for Whiteson park development was renewed for 2023.   Some 

past history was reviewed for the Commissioner.  The property is currently closed, although the 

leased fields are accessible.   Tim reminded us that there is some question of Native rights due to 

findings on the property, and a comprehensive archaeological survey has not been done.  The primary 

issue is unsuitable public road access.  A Spring tour for those interested will be scheduled.   

Winter Storm Event: 

 Huber Park: along Baker Creek was hit hardest with accumulated storm (flooding) debris. 

Picnic tables were really abused.  Debris has been cleared 

 Deer Creek Nature Park: The streambank along Deer Creek just upstream from the new road 

bridge (just above stream bend) is slumping, and access to that area has been closed off.  The 

boardwalk held up well.  



 

 

FY 2023-2024 Budget:  The County is preparing the initial draft that is due soon.  For next year Public 

Works proposes to split parks management from the works release program. Currently 10% of the 

Parks Manager position is funded through the Corrections Department to cover work release 

oversight, and the proposal is to cover 100% next year by County Parks.  Further, the two Work Crew 

Supervisor position descriptions will be rewritten to focus entirely on parks maintenance, landscaping, 

and public contacts, funded by County Parks.  Inmate crews will no longer work in County Parks; since 

COVID there have been almost no persons available for this work anyway.  County Parks will still take 

community service people to help with parks maintenance.  These currently average only 3-5 people 

during a six-month period.  Any additional parks maintenance needed will be supplemented with 

contracts. 

Jim asked if the Parks Board would be updating the ten-year Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) list 

for the budget, as has been done annually.  Mark noted that CIP work is not in the current budget, 

except if we get grants.  Jim read off the next highest priority project on the list from the 2021 update, 

which is providing seed money to initiate plans for providing potable water to Deer Creek Nature 

Park.  Once the Master Plan is completed, there would be better information for updating CIP 

projects.  Mark mentioned that the next highest priority is using materials from repair of the Ed 

Grenfell Park road bridge to repair the Charles Metsker Park road bridge. 

Chair Update:  McMinnvile Parks and Recreation is soliciting public input into their parks master plan.  

The online survey response deadline is February 5th, and can be accessed at: 

mcminnvilleparksplan.com 

Parks Volunteers:  Travis mentioned that the planned activity with George Fox University last year 

had to be cancelled because the County does not have a liability waiver form for volunteers.  Several 

ideas for finding volunteers were suggested, including Scouts, high school graduates, and college 

groups.  To move things along, it was suggested that other liability release forms could be revised for 

our use.  Jim will provide copies from McMinnviile Parks and Recreation.  It was also noted that the 

form for applying to serve on County Committees can be found on the County website, under the 

Contact tab. 

Master Plan:  Travis stated that we need to start moving on the master plan.  He wants to 

discuss this in more detail at the next Parks Board meeting.   
 

Old Business 

Summer Puzzle Quest:  The was Parks Board consensus on organizing this activity again in 2023, 

even if each Board Member must cover two parks.  The next step is to decide on a phrase relating to 

the County to be solved by the participants.  Much of the details depend upon knowing the number of 

letters in that phrase.  The Board is charged with sharing suggestions online over the next month so 

that a decision on the phrase can be reached at the February Board meeting.  The draft timeline was 

reviewed and will be followed for now.  

   

 



 

 

 

New Business 

Kids to Parks Day: (https://parktrust.org/kids-to-parks-day/) – Scheduled for May 20th 2023… The 

Parks Board discussed linking Summer Puzzle Quest, or coming up with some other activity by 

ourselves or in partnership with some other organization.  The consensus was that we don’t have the 

capacity to organize something this year, so we will look at this again for 2024.  

 

Bald Peak proposed donation property:  Most board members were interested in visiting this 

property, even though the owners have indicated their donation would be conditional on the County 

providing continuing maintenance.  Travis discussed with them the fact that the County lacks the 

capacity for continuing maintenance. Travis will contact the owners and suggest some dates so the 

Parks Board can indicate their availability for an early Spring visit. 

 

Parks Board Appointments: Bill and Tim’s terms end March 28th.  Bill is interested in serving 

another term. Tim is undecided.  The Parks Board unanimously approved recommending Bill to the 

County Commissioners for reappointment, and Travis will send them our recommendation. 

 

Next board meeting Feb 22nd.  

6:47 pm.  The meeting was adjourned.  

Approval of the November 16, 2022 Draft Board Minutes was missed during the meeting, so an online 

vote was taken and the minutes were approved unanimously by the Parks Board on January 26th. 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

Old Business – Puzzle Quest 

New Business – Parks Master Planning 

https://parktrust.org/kids-to-parks-day/

