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City of Sheridan City of Sheridan

Referral of Ordinance establishing a Police Services Fee

Question: Shall Ordinance 2018-4 establishing a Police Services 
Fee and providing for adjustment and collection thereof be 
approved by the voters?

Summary: After receiving public requests for increased police 
services on July 16, 2018, the City Council held a public hearing 
on a proposed city ordinance to create a Police Services Fee to 
create funding for additional police services within the city. The 
City Council thereafter passed Ordinance 2018-4 and on August 6, 
2018, referred the measure to the Voters for approval or rejection.

If approved, the Ordinance will establish a Police Services fee 
effective on January 1, 2019.  The proposed fee is established at 
a monthly rate of $13.42 to be levied against each household and 
each non-residential property within the city. The fee would be 
billed to each utility billing account for property located within the 
city.  For apartments that do not pay city utility charges separately 
the fee would be billed to the landlord.

The Ordinance authorizes annual adjustment of the Police Services 
Fee to refl ect an identifi ed index with annual increases limited 
to three percent.  The Police Fee will not take effect unless it is 
approved by Sheridan voters.

Referred by the City of Sheridan
Measure 36-198

After receiving public requests for increased police services on 
July 16, 2018, the City Council held a public hearing on a proposed 
city ordinance to create a Police Services Fee to create funding 
for additional police services within the city.  The City Council 
thereafter passed Ordinance 2018-4 and on August 6, 2018, 
referred the measure to the Voters for approval or rejection.

If approved, the Ordinance will establish a Police Services fee 
effective on January 1, 2019.  The proposed fee is established at 
a monthly rate of $13.42 to be levied against each household and 
each non-residential property within the city.  The fee would be 
billed to each utility billing account for property located within the 
city.  For apartments that do not pay city utility charges separately 
the fee would be billed to the landlord.

The Ordinance authorizes annual adjustment of the Police Services 
Fee to refl ect an identifi ed index with annual increases limited 
to three percent.  The Police Fee will not take effect unless it is 
approved by Sheridan voters.

The City Council has received information indicating that:  City 
staffi ng for Police Services per 1000 residents is fi fty percent or 
more below both the State of Oregon and National averages. The 
2018-2019 adopted city budget reduced city police staffi ng by one 
half-time Sergeant’s position.  The proposed Police Services fee 
will create a dedicated city sub-fund for police services.  Police 
Service Fees collected cannot be spent for any other purpose.

The proposed Police Services Fee is expected to raise 
approximately $266,000.00 annually for dedication to police 
services within the city. The fee will automatically increase annually 
based on a designated consumer price index but not more than 
three percent per year.  The City Council will have the authority to 
suspend any increases.

The customer responsible for payment of the utility bill will be 
responsible for payment of the Police Services Fee.  Unpaid fees 
do not become a lien against real property. Water service cannot 
be discontinued due only to non-payment of the Police Services 
Fee.

Citizen requests for increased code enforcement within the city 
would qualify for funding by the Police Services Fee.

In Ordinance 2018-4 the City Council made their determination and 
judgment that a public need exists for added police services, and 
that additional resources must be raised if such services are to be 
provided.  The City Council voted to send Ordinance 2018-4 to the 
voters.  The voters of Sheridan are authorized to accept or reject 
such Council fi ndings and approve or reject Ordinance 2018-4 and 
creation of a Police Services Fee as they deem appropriate.
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