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NO ARGUMENTS 

WERE FILED IN 

OPPOSITION TO THIS 

MEASURE

Raising chickens and rabbits inside the city limits.

Question: Should residents be allowed to raise chickens and 
rabbits inside the city limits?

Summary: This proposal is to amend the Lafayette Municipal Code 
Section 5.415 relating to the keeping of livestock and poultry on 
property located inside the city limits.  The proposed amendment 
would allow the keeping of rabbits, and up to 4 poultry on property 
inside the city limits.  The keeping of Turkeys, Roosters, Peacocks, 
Peahens, Emus and Geese will remain prohibited.  Keeping of 
rabbits and poultry must be for personal and not commercial 
breeding purposes.  Poultry must be kept in a fenced area of the 
backyard of the property, and kept in an enclosed coop from dusk 
until dawn.  A setback of 10 feet from the property line is required 
for the placement of the poultry fence and coop, and construction 
of the fence and coop must comply with the city’s building code 
standards.

City of Lafayette

Referred by the City of Lafayette
Measure 36-197

VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION
To be eligible to vote in the November 6, 2018, General 
Election, a completed voter registration card must be on fi le 
with the Yamhill County Clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m., 
October 16, 2018.

YOU MAY REGISTER TO VOTE IF:
• You are a citizen of the United States
• You are at least 16 years of age (you may vote if you 

will be 18 years of age or older on election day)
• You are a resident of Oregon

YOU MUST RE-REGISTER TO VOTE IF:
• Your residence or mailing address changes
• Your name changes
• You wish to change party affi liation

VOTING INSTRUCTIONS
When you receive your ballot packet in the mail, immediately 
examine it to make certain it is complete. It should contain 
the following items:

• A printed ballot on which you may vote;
• A secrecy sleeve with instructions printed on it; and
• A pre-addressed blue-trimmed return envelope in which 

to return your ballot

If any items are missing, contact the Yamhill County Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 503-434-7518 (or 503-554-7850 from Newberg), 
and a replacement ballot packet will be sent to you.

VOTING & CORRECTING YOUR BALLOT
If you make an error on your ballot, spoil it in any way, or 
lose it, you may obtain a replacement ballot by contacting 
the Yamhill County Clerk’s Offi ce at 503-434-7518.

RETURNING YOUR VOTED BALLOT
• Follow the instructions on the secrecy sleeve
• Fold your ballot along the pre-scored fold and insert it 

into the optional secrecy sleeve, if desired
• Insert ballot (or ballot and secrecy sleeve) in the blue-

trimmed return envelope
• SEAL the blue-trimmed return envelope and SIGN the 

statement on the back of the envelope
• Mail or place the return envelope in an Offi cial Ballot 

Drop Box

Your ballot will not be counted if your return envelope is 
not signed.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
If you have moved or your name has changed 
and you have not yet re-registered, you may 

still be able to do so.
CONTACT THE 

YAMHILL COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE
CALL 503-434-7518 or 503-554-7850
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 This proposal would amend the Municipal Code 5.415 to 
allow the keeping of rabbits, and up to 4 poultry inside the City.  
The keeping of Turkeys, Roosters, Peacocks, Peahens, Emus and 
Geese remain prohibited.  Keeping of rabbits and poultry must be 
for personal, not commercial breeding purposes.  Poultry must be 
kept in a fenced area of the backyard, and kept in an enclosed 
coop from dusk until dawn.  A setback of 10 feet from the property 
line is required.  Construction of the fence and coop must comply 
with the City’s building code standards.

 Sections 1 and 2 of LMC 5.415 which provide as follows will 
not change with this proposal:

5.415 Livestock and Poultry.

(1) No person may maintain a pigsty, slaughterhouse or tannery, 
or permit livestock or fowl owned by him to run at large or to create 
a noise or odor that offends surrounding neighbors within the city.  
This section shall not apply to cats, dogs or other household pets.

(2) Livestock, poultry and other animals and fowl running at large 
in the city shall be taken up and impounded by a police offi cer 
and disposed of in accordance with the procedure provided by 
ordinance for the disposition of abandoned vehicles.

 (a) Livestock, poultry, and other animals and fowl running at 
large in the city shall be taken up and disposed of at the discretion 
of the City.

 Section 3 is amended to except rabbits, and to delete fowl 
from the prohibition against keeping rabbits and fowl in the City.  
The changes proposed to Section 3 are:

(3) No person shall keep or maintain livestock with the exception 
of rabbits or fowl within the City.  Livestock or fowl being lawfully 
kept within the City at the time of this code amendment shall 
continue to be allowed as long as no violations of LMC sections 
5.405 to 5.425 or LMC section 5.485 have been adjudicated and 
found to be valid.  At such time, the livestock and fowl must be 
removed from the premises.

 Finally, this proposal seeks to add Sections 4, 5 and 6 to LMC 
5.415 as follows:

(4)  No person shall keep more than 4 poultry on his or her 
premises.

(a)  Turkeys, Rooster, Peacocks, Peahens, Emus and 
Geese are prohibited.

(5)  Persons owning, possessing, or having control of poultry 
and/or rabbits, shall do so for private use only and not for 
commercial breeding purposes.

(6)  Persons owning, possessing, or having control of poultry, 
shall keep the animals in a fenced area in their backyard.

(a)  Poultry must be kept in a fenced and enclosed coop 
from dusk until dawn.

(b)  Fencing and shelter used for the purpose of 
containing poultry shall not be located within 10 feet 
from property boundary line, and shall comply with LMC 
8.000-8.950.

A Yes vote on this measure will enact the proposed changes.  A No 
vote will leave the LMC as it currently is with rabbits and chickens 
prohibited from being kept in the City.

City of Lafayette

Explanatory Statement
Measure 36-197

Information furnished by Preston Polasek
City of Lafayette

City of Lafayette

YES on Backyard Poultry and Rabbits!

In 2006, the City Council banned backyard chickens without 
asking the citizens what they want. Since multiple requests 

to hear out citizens were denied by the City Council, citizens 
went door-to-door to collect the signatures of hundreds of 

Lafayette residents to get this on the ballot.

Lafayette is the only city in Yamhill County
that BANS chickens and rabbits.

WE ARE AN AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY
THAT BANS AGRICULTURE.

This measure puts a cap on the number of birds one 
can have, does not permit roosters or other loud birds, 
and allows for building codes and nuisance ordinances 

to be enforced, just like all the other cities do.

Why Backyard Poultry and Rabbits?

•   Equal Education
Children living in Lafayette who participate in 4H and FFA are 
the only children in the county BANNED from participating 
in raising and showing these small animals.  They are 
BANNED from the educational experience of learning about 
responsibility, accountability, food resources, and caring for 
animals, and they are BANNED from doing the exact same 
thing their peers are allowed to do.  Do kids in Lafayette 
not deserve the same opportunities as every other child in 
Yamhill County?

•   Self-Sustainability
Organic eggs, chemical and cruelty free food - you know 
where it comes from, because you are raising it!  Chickens 
also reduce the need for pesticides and fertilizer, making 
them a great addition for those with vegetable gardens!  

•   Respect for Our Community
Lafayette citizens pride themselves on not living in a large 
city. It’s a quiet country life for many out here, especially 
those on the outskirts of town. It is ridiculous to impose a law 
that prohibits small agricultural practices when that’s exactly 
what this area is. 

This is our opportunity as a community to decide for 
ourselves if we want to allow backyard poultry and rabbits, 
with reasonable restrictions, just like everyone else does.

Join us and VOTE YES on measure 36-197

Measure 36-197
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Coalition for Lafayette’s Unheard Chicken Keepers

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.


