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NO ARGUMENTS 

WERE FILED IN 

OPPOSITION TO THIS 

MEASURE

City of Lafayette General Obligation Bonds for New Fire 
Station

Question: Shall the City issue up to $5,200,000 in general 
obligation bonds for a new Fire Station?  If the Bonds are 
approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property 
ownership that are not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11b, 
Article XI of the Oregon Constitution.

Summary: Approval of measure would fi nance capital costs to 
construct, equip and furnish a new standalone fi re station and pay 
costs of issuance of the Bonds, including capitalized interest.  The 
existing building was originally designed for agricultural purposes 
and is constructed out of concrete blocks that would not withstand 
a moderate earthquake, and it lacks fi re sprinklers.  The new fi re 
station would meet seismic standards and would be designed to 
accommodate future growth.  The new building is anticipated to 
include, but not limited to, the following features:

• Larger bays to accommodate modern fi re apparatus.

• Vehicle exhaust removal system.

• A decontamination room for bio-hazards and cancer causing 
carcinogens.

• Dedicated rooms for equipment storage and protective clothing.

• Day room/kitchen and living quarters for interns, volunteer 
fi refi ghters and eventually 24-hour coverage.

The City estimates the bonds would cost property owners $0.97 
per $1,000 assessed value per year. Any series of Bonds would 
mature over a period not to exceed 31 years from the date of 
issuance.

City of Lafayette

Referred by the City of Lafayette
Measure 36-196

The Lafayette Fire Department provides fi re protection and 
emergency medical services to nearly 4,100 residents in its service 
area.   If approved the $5.2 million bond would be used for capital 
construction costs to construct, equip and furnish a new standalone 
Fire Station.  This facility will comply with seismic and safety 
standards for a fi re station.  The existing Lafayette Fire Station 
is concrete block construction.  It was originally designed as an 
agricultural building and was never intended to be used for its 
current purpose.  The defi ciencies of the current building include:

• Building safety standards:  The current facility lacks fi re 
sprinklers and does not meet seismic standards for an 
essential public building.

• Code requirements for vehicle exhaust and isolation of 
contaminated materials:  There is no ventilation system to 
remove diesel exhaust fumes from the building.  Contaminated 
materials come in contact with operations areas, and protective 
clothing is exposed to greater wear due to limited storage 
space.

• Limited space for equipment and personnel:  The current 
building is at capacity and has no available space for 
equipment or additional public safety staff to meet current or 
future needs as city population increases.

What does the bond entail?
The new Lafayette Fire Station will be built adjacent to the current 
downtown location on the corner of 4th and Market Streets, will 
be larger to accommodate future growth, and will comply with all 
structural, mechanical, ADA and occupant health requirements.  
The bond will also fund:

• Three bays to accommodate Fire apparatus and an 
ambulance.

• A vehicle exhaust removal system.
• A decontamination room for bio-hazards and carcinogens.
• Dedicated storage for equipment and protective clothing.
• Day room, kitchen and living quarters for interns, volunteers, 

and eventual 24-hour coverage.

How much would the bond cost?
The total cost of the new Lafayette Fire Station is estimated at 
$5.2 million.  The estimated tax rate increase will be approximately 
$0.97 per 1,000 of assessed property value per year, or $97.00 per 
year for each $100,000 of Assessed Value of property to be paid 
over a maximum 31 years.  This rate is an ESTIMATE ONLY based 
on the most current information from the County Assessor’s Offi ce.  
Assessed Value should not be confused with Real Market Value.  
Repayment will be structured so owners of new construction would 
assist in paying the bonded debt.  Rates are based on interest 
rates, growth in the City’s total assessed value, and other factors.

Summary
The new Lafayette Fire Station is designed to meet the City’s 
growth needs for public safety for the life of the bond.  A central 
downtown facility ensures that emergency vehicles and personnel 
respond quickly to calls from anywhere in the community.  If 
approved, these funds would provide larger emergency and 
operational facilities and on-site living quarters for emergency 
responders.  

City of Lafayette

Explanatory Statement
Measure 36-196

Information furnished by Preston Polasek
City of Lafayette
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City of Lafayette

Lafayette Fire Chief Supports Measure 36-196

It has been my pleasure to serve the citizens of Lafayette as 
your Fire Chief for over 20 years. It’s my responsibility to make 
sure the Lafayette Fire Department can provide an effective 
emergency response now and into the future. The existing fi re 
station is not adequate and is preventing the citizens of Lafayette 
from having the level of fi re / medical response they expect and 
deserve. We need a new fi re station!  

- A new fi re station in Lafayette could provide all that is needed 
for an Advanced Life Support Ambulance to be based in 
Lafayette up to 24 hours per day, seven days per week. An ALS 
Ambulance would provide a faster, more effective Fire and EMS 
response to the citizens of Lafayette.    

- Personnel assigned to the ALS Ambulance at the Lafayette 
Fire Station would also respond with LFD Volunteers on fi res and 
other emergencies. This would provide the Citizens of Lafayette 
with a faster response to not just medical calls but house fi res 
and car crashes too.  

- Assigned personnel would assist with the training of LFD 
Volunteers, providing the Citizens of Lafayette with a better 
trained Volunteer response force. 

- To base an ALS Ambulance in Lafayette on a long-term 
basis, apparatus bay space, communications and information 
technology infrastructure upgrades would all be needed. This 
arrangement could only happen if a new station is built! 

- The survival of the Lafayette Fire Department depends on our 
ability to partner with neighboring agencies to handle predicted 
future growth. Failure to build a new fi re station in Lafayette could 
mean the end of a Lafayette City response and a possible end of 
the Lafayette Fire Department.  
 
Please join me in voting YES on Measure 36-196! 

Measure 36-196
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Terry Lucich — Lafayette Fire Chief

City of Lafayette

Lafayette Volunteer Firefi ghters Support Measure 36-196

It is an honor to serve the people of Lafayette and we are proud 
to be part of this growing community. Our existing fi re station is 
too small, too old, not safe and lacks the necessary equipment 
that we need to do our job effectively. 

A new fi re station will provide a better space for your Volunteer 
Firefi ghters to gather, train and respond to fi re and medical 
emergencies. A new fi re station would be safer as it would have 
a vehicle exhaust removal system and a decontamination room 
for the proper cleaning of bio-hazards and carcinogens. A new 
fi re station would have space for fi re and medical training, a Day-
Room, kitchen and offi ce space. A new fi re station would improve 
the recruitment and retention of Volunteer Firefi ghters.  

The Lafayette Fire Department Volunteer Firefi ghters and 
Emergency Medical Technicians urge a YES vote on Measure 
36-196!

Jeff Bosworth
Dustin Brungardt 
Moses Dryden
Robert Frisbee
Don Gonzalez
Rymer Hoey
Tim Jech
Don Matheney
Kim Meyer
Rick Meyer
Bill Murphy

Measure 36-196
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Lafayette Volunteer Firefi ghters

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.
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City of Lafayette

I called 911 and the Lafayette Fire Department responded to 
my home. The Firefi ghters and Emergency Medical Technicians 
of Lafayette Fire Department were there for my family when we 
needed them. Now I am concerned that they will not be able to 
respond in the event of a major earthquake.  

The existing fi re station could collapse in an earthquake making 
it impossible for an effective Fire / EMS response following a 
natural disaster. The existing Lafayette fi re station was built over 
50 years ago and was not intended to be a fi re station. 

A new fi re station would be built to withstand a major earthquake, 
ensuring the citizens of Lafayette would have their own 
emergency response in the event of a major earthquake. A 
new fi re station would be built with modern building codes, fi re 
sprinklers and an emergency generator, helping to ensure an 
effective fi re and medical response after a natural disaster.

I support Measure 36- 196 because the Lafayette Fire 
Department was there for me when needed them and I want 
them to be able to respond in the event of an earthquake or other 
naturel disaster. 

Please join me in supporting Measure 36-196 for new Fire Station 
in Lafayette!

Measure 36-196
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Travis Johnson — Citizen of Lafayette

City of Lafayette

As a former Lafayette Mayor, I want to ensure that the citizens 
of our community are getting the level of service they expect and 
deserve. The existing fi re station no longer meets the emergency 
service needs or the expectations of our growing community.  
The Lafayette community needs a new Fire Station! 

- The current fi re station was built as a nursery for plants and 
never intended to be a fi re station. 

- The city of Lafayette purchased the building that houses the fi re 
station in 1985. At that time, the population was just over 1,200 
residents. Today, the population of Lafayette is over 4,000 and 
growing! 

- The City of Lafayette will continue to grow in population, now 
that an additional water supply will be provided by McMinnville 
Water & Light.  
 
- 2017 brought a record number of emergency calls and the 
Lafayette Fire Department has seen a 75% increase in call 
volume since 2010. 

- The existing fi re station lacks basic amenities and equipment 
such as showers, a diesel fume exhaust system, emergency 
generator, sinks for cleaning gear, space for storing and servicing 
protective equipment.   

- The citizens of Lafayette take pride in their local fi re department. 
A new fi re station will help ensure that the city can continue 
to provide the level of emergency (fi re, rescue, medical and 
prevention) services that citizens of Lafayette expect and 
deserve.

Please join me in voting YES for Measure 36-196!  We need a 
new Fire Station in Lafayette!

Measure 36-196
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Don Leard

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.
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City of Lafayette

We heard the Citizens of Lafayette:

- The bond measure price has been reduced. The price is less 
than one dollar per $1,000 of assessed (not market) value. The 
.97 per $1,000 of assessed value means a property in the City 
of Lafayette with an assessed value at $150,000 would pay less 
than $150 per year in additional taxes. 

- This bond is only for a new Lafayette Fire Station. City Hall 
would remain in its existing location.

- The size of the fi re station has been reduced to lower the total 
cost of building a new fi re station. 

- With additional supply water coming from McMinnville Water & 
Light, the City of Lafayette will grow in population and assessed 
value. As the assessed value grows, tax payers will pay less to 
service this bond.  

- Community Outreach is planned to better educate the citizens of 
Lafayette about why a new fi re station is needed and how much 
it will cost. 

Now is the time:

- The opportunity to partner with another agency to provide an 
advanced life support Ambulance in Lafayette is only possible if a 
new fi re station is built. 

- The expected growth of City of Lafayette means calls for 
emergency service will continue to rise. We cannot wait to build a 
new fi re station. 

- The need for a new fi re station is real and the costs building a 
new fi re station will only continue to go up. We cannot wait! 

Your elected Mayor and City Council members all agree, we need 
a need new Fire Station in Lafayette and now is the time to do it. 
Please join us in voting YES on Measure 36-196!   

Chris Pagella – Mayor  
Marie Sproul – Council President 
Chris Harper – Councilor  
David Sword – Councilor 
Stan Kosmicki – Councilor 
G. Doug Cook – Councilor 
Wade Witherspoon – Councilor 

Measure 36-196
Argument in Support

Information furnished by City of Lafayette Mayor and City Council

Please
Remember To

Sign Your
Return Envelope!

Yes, we check 
every signature!

Before any ballot return 
envelope is opened, a human 
compares the signature on the 
envelope with the signature in 
the voter’s registration fi le.  If 
the signatures do not match, the 
envelope is not opened.

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.


