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SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
May 24, 2017   1:30 p.m.  

  Rm. 32, Courthouse                  
 

PRESENT: Frank Sheridan, Christine Holmgren, Florence Hoffman, Nancy Keim, and Mark 
Schiffmacher. Kristi Long being absent. 

 
Others: Cynthia Thompson, Transit Consultant; Renee Guerrero, First Transit Manager; 

Laura Tschabold, County Administrator; see attached sign in sheet. 
  
 
Frank Sheridan called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 
Mr. Sheridan asked committee members to introduce themselves.  He also stated the purpose and 
the role of the Special Transportation Advisory Committee (STF).   
 
1. Public comment  

 
  Martha O’Donnell expressed her concerns regarding the disabled and handicapped 
community, stating she does not feel they are being adequately served. Ms. O’Donnell would like 
to see more money brought into Yamhill County specifically for the transportation needs and to 
expand bus services.  

 
 Renee Guerrero discussed an article that the Oregon Transportation Association published 

asking citizens to reach out to their local state representatives to voice their concerns regarding the 
proposed decrease in federal funding.  
 
2. Adoption of minutes – February 2, 2017 

 
Christine moved approval of the minutes; Florence seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously.  
 
3. Provider report 
 

Ms. Thompson discussed the buses that have been ordered, adding it generally takes about 
a year to 18 months to receive them. She said the new buses will be replacing two buses that have 
high steps and more than half a million miles. Ms. Thompson stated they will be passing the 
300,000 rider mark this year with the current total as of the end of March at 235,332. Ms. 
Thompson reported on the ridership performance report and discussed the presentation of the 
budget to the board. Ms. Thompson pointed out that she anticipates an increase in ridership after 
revamping routes, shelters, and adding better signage.  

 
 Ms. Guerrero reported on customer complaints and an ongoing issue with riders riding the 
bus and not paying the fare. She added her department has had a large decrease in personnel and 
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they are working on addressing some needed customer service training. Ms. Guerrero stated the 
labor pool for drivers is not as strong as they would like it to be. She Once this key component is 
finalized this will help in guiding the county forward in the next steps that need to be taken to in 
order to meet the goals and needs of transportation in Yamhill County.   
 
 
4. STF 2017-19 Biennium 

 
Ms. Thompson stated the STF 2017-19 Biennium update would be going before the Board 

of Commissioners within the next two weeks with final recommendations.  
 
 
5. Transit Development Plan  

 
 Ms. Thompson discussed the focus group that was held at the McMinnville Senior Center, 
adding that they have more focus groups scheduled to meet in Newberg on June 6th. She discussed 
the purposes behind these specific focus groups and how the information gathered will be a great 
asset in developing the new transit plan. Ms. Thompson stated she handed out surveys at the local 
UFO festival in downtown McMinnville and is projecting the new website should be up and 
accessible in the next coming weeks. Ms. Thompson stated she would like to address the concerns 
riders and citizens have through the transit plan, encouraging members to share their 
recommendations and concerns with the consultant of the plan to potentially have an opportunity 
to implement changes. 
 
 
6. Transportation Bill  
 
 Ms. Thompson discussed the new bill in the legislature stating it is the largest and most 
comprehensive bill she has seen. She said the bill proposes an employee payroll tax, which if 
passes could generate 1.1 billion dollars in additional funds of which 1.8 million dollars would be 
allocated to Yamhill County.  
 
7. Other business. 
 
 Mr. Schiffmacher stated he would like to discuss the by-laws as to clarify the duties and 
obligations within STF and its committee members. Mr. Sheridan discussed the difference 
between the YCTA and STF committees, along with a history of how each committee was 
established and its individual purpose and parameters. Ms. Tschabold added YCTA was 
established when the district was established and each committee was given a division of 
responsibilities.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Crystal Cox 


