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YAMHILL COUNTY 

LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY COORDINATING COUNCIL 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017  

 

Present:          Preston Hill, John DeMay, Dana Carelle, Silas Halloran-Steiner, Tim Svenson, 

Brad Berry, Ronald Stone, John Collins, Cynthia Easterday, Jessica Beach, Steve 

Gibbons, Mary Starrett 

 

Guests: Citizens- Ted Urton, Rob Schulman, Pauline Metoxen.  

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 

Community Corrections Annex 

 

 

Tim Svenson brought the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the December 2016 LPSCC 

meeting; motion carried. 
 

 

Public Comment 

 

Pauline Metoxen asks, who keeps the data for the specialty courts? 

 

Judge Cynthia Easterday answers, Alene Jacobs has the participation, graduation and failure 

rates. She would not have recidivism rates.  

 

Judge Ron Stone answers, there is a central data database in the CJC with outside studies on 

specialty courts recidivism rates across the country. These outside studies strongly support 

specialty courts effectiveness.  

 

Silas answers- an outside evaluator, Tom Moore, has done a study on the Enhanced Adult Drug 

Court (EADC). The summary of that study is available.  

 

Ted Urton has four prepared comments; 

 

1. What does the Council mean by “Public Safety?” Without this term defined, Local 

taxpayers have no way to judge from year to year whether local crime law programs and 

expenditures advocated by this by this Committee are cost-effective and in fact improve 

public safety. 

2. Yamhill County has adopted a punitive approach to holding offenders accountable. How 

is this accountability measured? Is this approach successful? 

3. Recidivism Rates (RR) are mentioned everywhere in crime law literature, Grant 

applications, the CJC Biennial Recidivism Reports, and speeches by Director Peters of 
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the Department of Corrections. The rate is the best indicator of how well our detention, 

closed custody, jail and prison facilities protect the public upon offender release to re-

entry. What recidivism rate is this Council going to set for itself as its goal for this year? 

This question is asked because a recidivism goal set today will not be known for 3 years 

and what were the results? Are we achieving the public safety goals you set? 

4. Finally, I ask Council Members to reflect upon this analogy: Would you feel safe buying 

a car from McMinnville’s premier car dealership if you knew that 2 out of 5 of its 

vehicles were outright lemons or damaged in some way? Would you patronize that 

dealership? 

 

      Ted Urton would like to have the recidivism rates for the Department of Justice, the Yamhill 

County Jail and Juvenile Corrections. 

 

Tim Svenson welcomes and introduces Ian Davidson   

 

Yamhill County has collaborated with the Association of Oregon Counties (AOC) to form a 

partnership with Polk County to hire a LPSCC Coordinator. Our new LPSCC Coordinator is Ian 

Davidson.   

 

Ian Davidson on the future of the LPSCC and his role as coordinator 

 
As the new coordinator, Ian is here to facilitate and coordinate this counsel. Any ideas that the 

counsel has, please let Ian know.  

 

The LPSCC of Polk County had a brainstorming meeting. That meeting brought up these topics, 

sober housing and traffic diversion court. It was suggested that members interested in certain 

topics would break off into sub counsels and work on these issues specifically. These sub 

counsels would then form a proposal for the LPSCC board. Would this LPSCC be interested in 

any of these topics? 

 

Ron Stone points out that Yamhill County has a traffic diversion program. 

 

Statutorily, the LPSCC has tasks they have to do. Among them are approval of a plan to serve the 

local offender population, a plan for the local offender population ages 15 to 18, coordinate local 

criminal justice policy among the local bodies, develop and recommend to the county board of 

commissioners a plan designed to prevent criminal involvement by youth.  

 

What are the LPSCC counsel’s priorities? What do you want this LPSSC to achieve? 

 

 The LPSCC would like to see indicators that show how effective the policies for public 

safety are. The creation of a data dashboard could show these indicators.  

 Compare the Yamhill County LPSCC goals to other counties LPSCC goals.  

 What is the LPSCC’s definition of recidivism? 

 What is the LPSCC’s definition of public safety? 

 The LPSCC would like a list of what tasks are statutorily required.  

  A recidivism data list from the specialty courts. 
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Department Updates 

 

 

Dana Carelle, Juvenile – We are working on the Juvenile Crime Prevention Plan. Historically 

we use the state funded money for crime prevention for low-risk kids. We anticipate a 17% 

decrease in funding this year. Our JCP plan is due to the state March 31, 2017. The LPSCC 

needs to review the plan.   

 

Judge Ron Stone - We integrated Judge Ladd Wiles into the docket. This is helping to monitor 

the docket and get justice done as quickly as we can. Statistics are in for last year. There were 

fewer divorces last year in Yamhill County than in previous years.  

 

Judge John Collins - There are three areas in Pretrial that we have been focusing on through the 

Evidence Based Decision Initiative. These areas are; better processing of people with mental 

health issues in the system, using risk needs based sentencing, focusing on using the right 

programs with people with the right needs.  

 

Brad Berry, District Attorney- We were down lawyers and had a lot of turn over this fall. We 

are back up to full staff now. There are now two people working on juvenile delinquency and 

dependency cases. We have found that early legal guidance in delinquency cases helps.   

 

Silas Holloran-Steiner- HHS- We have put together our budget and submitted it. We are asking 

for three general fund allocations. We would like funding for a County Veterans Service 

Officer support. We would also like to add 20 hours for jail behavioral health services.   Two 

housing projects are in development. An application for funding for the Women’s Recovery 

Court is being submitted at the end of March. This funding would add service in two areas; 

the certified recovery mentors with Provoking Hope and adding dedicated public health 

nursing time. We need a letter of support from the chair of LPSCC approving the submission 

of this funding.  

 

A motion is proposed for the LPSCC to approve the LPSCC chair to write a letter of support for 

a grant funding the Women’s recovery court. 

 

Motion is seconded and the motion passed unanimously.     

 

Jessica Beach, Community Justice- We have implemented a women’s specific dynamic risk 

assessment tool and a women’s specific cognitive behavioral program called ‘Moving On’. 

Moving On deals with women’s specific issues such as relationships.  

 

Sheriff Tim Svenson- On February 1, 2017 we started our new contract with Correct Care 

Solutions. Correct Care Solutions provides 24-hour minimum medical coverage care in our 

facility. Our nurses have been doing on site training. We are supportive of the possible 

increase in the behavioral health services in the jail.  We have collaborated with Polk and 

Marion counties for crisis intervention training. We are working with HHS to develop our 

own crisis intervention training. We hope to hold this training in July.  


