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NO ARGUMENTS 

WERE FILED IN 

OPPOSITION TO THIS 

MEASURE

Bonds Allowing Possible Grant for Safety, Security and 
Facility Improvements

Question: Shall Gaston School District issue $12,000,000 in 
bonds for capital costs and qualify for possible $4,000,000 in 
State matching grants?  If the bonds are approved, they will be 
payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are not 
subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the Oregon 
Constitution.

Summary: The District is fi rst on the waiting list for a $4 million 
State grant which will be available only if voters approve these 
bonds and a higher-ranked district fails to receive voter approval 
for their bonds. The bonds, along with grant funds, if received, are 
expected to:

• Provide energy upgrades district wide, including outdated 
heating and ventilation systems;

• Improve safety and security systems;

• Construct, furnish and equip a new multi-purpose structure 
which would include but not be limited to a new gym, 
performance stage, larger cafeteria and new classrooms;

• Construct, furnish and equip permanent classrooms and related 
renovations to replace portable classrooms;

• Parking lot upgrades and construction of a covered play area for 
elementary school;

• Site improvements, demolition and bond issuance costs.

If grant funds are not received, some of these projects may not 
be accomplished. Bonds would mature in not to exceed 30 years. 
The estimated tax rate is $2.13 per $1,000 of assessed property 
value. Rates depend upon actual interest rates and assessed value 
growth which may be higher or lower than estimated.

Gaston School District

Referred by Gaston School District 
Measure 34-246

Safe and More Sustainable Gaston Schools

The last signifi cant investment in Gaston School facilities occurred 
in 1995 when voters passed a $500,000 bond for general facility 
improvements. While the District has regularly maintained its 
structures with periodic investments from the general fund, today 
those buildings are reaching the end of their expected life.

In 2015, a citizen-led Facilities Committee, with the assistance 
of independent architecture and planning experts, reviewed the 
condition and expected life span of the existing  buildings and  
recommended that  they be either improved or replaced with safer, 
more effi cient  structures. 

New investment would allow the district to create safe and 
sustainable learning spaces for students and a common space for 
the community.   A new school bond would improve campus safety 
and technology, replace portable classrooms and build a new 
multi-purpose cafeteria/gym for school and community events.

A new $12 million bond would cost a Gaston property owner an 
estimated $2.13 per thousand of assessed value, or approximately 
$35.50 per month for a property assessed at $200,000. Actual 
rates may differ depending on interest rates incurred and changes 
in assessed value.

The District is fi rst on the waiting list for a $4 million State grant 
that will be available only if voters approve these bonds and a 
higher-ranked district fails to receive voter approval for their bonds. 
If grant funds are not received, some of these projects may not be 
accomplished.

Facility upgrades that reduce operating costs
and support student achievement

The School Board believes these selected projects will accomplish 
the key goals of improving campus safety and technology, 
replacing portable classrooms, creating safe and sustainable 
learning spaces for students and providing a common space for 
community events.

• Provide energy upgrades district wide, including outdated heating 
and ventilation systems;

• Improve safety and security systems;

• Construct, furnish and equip a new multi-purpose structure which 
would include but not be limited to a new gym, performance stage, 
larger cafeteria and new classrooms;
 
• Construct, furnish and equip permanent classrooms and related 
renovations to replace portable classrooms;

• Parking lot upgrades and construction of a covered play area for 
elementary school;

• Site improvements, demolition and bond issuance costs.

New property owners moving into the community will pay for the 
projects through new property taxes that could reduce the share 
paid by existing property owners.

If voters approve the bond, a citizen bond oversight committee 
would be appointed by the School Board to ensure that bond 
proceeds are spent properly and responsibly.

Gaston School District

Explanatory Statement
Measure 34-246

Information furnished by Susan McKenzie, Superintendent
Gaston SD No. 511J
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Gaston School District

Safer, Smarter and More Sustainable Gaston Schools

A $12 million school bond will improve campus safety and technology, 
replace portable classrooms and build a new multi-purpose cafeteria/

gym for school and community events.

A safer school community

• Improve safety and security systems
• Replace the six, 1970-era portable classrooms (built to last 

twenty years; fi ve have no plumbing) with safe, energy effi cient 
instructional spaces

• A new gym with restrooms/locker rooms that the current gym 
lacks

• A new cafeteria where students can be better supervised and 
get a full lunch period without eating in hallways, classrooms or 
outside

Smarter operations that support student achievement

• Provide energy upgrades district wide, including outdated 
heating and ventilation systems that could help save thousands 
of dollars in operating costs

• Replace the “Old Gym” and Cafeteria with an energy effi cient, 
earthquake-safe, multi-purpose structure with new classrooms, 
cafeteria and full-size gym (with a stage for drama and music 
programs) for school and community-wide gatherings

Sustain Gaston for the generations to follow

• Investing the bond in the local economy helps protect our 
property values

• If the bond passes, the District may be eligible for $4 million in 
additional state grants

• Provides new residents with the opportunity to invest in our 
community

• Sustaining the schools our parents and grandparents built 
will help ensure that Gaston schools remain the heart of this 
community and will be here to serve our citizens well into the 
future

Historically low interests rates and the possibility of additional 
state funding will allow us to create safe, smart and sustainable 

learning spaces for students and a gathering place for our 
community for many years to come.

If the bond passes, we will appoint a citizens oversight committee to 
insure that bond proceeds are spent properly and responsibly.

Please VOTE YES for Measure 34-246 --
the Gaston School Bond

Your Gaston School District School Board

Measure 34-246
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Gaston School District School Board

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.

Gaston School District

The Gaston PAC encourages a YES vote.  Help make Gaston Schools 
even greater!

Is your workplace rotting beneath you?  Do you take fewer than 15 
minutes for lunch?  Are you invested in Gaston’s future?

Community members have joined together to ask you to support 
Gaston’s school bond.  Your yes vote will provide a safe and healthy 
learning environment for everyone’s children.

Safety and Effi ciency – This bond would fund the long overdue 
removal of 6 rotting portable classroom structures, the circa 1920 
gym and cafeteria, improve facilities infrastructure and erect a 
new, sustainable building.  This multipurpose building would house 
classrooms, a larger cafeteria, and fl exible space doubling as a 
community resource center for gatherings.  It funds seismically sound 
structures, auto-locking doors and safety features ensuring our children 
are part of Gaston’s high graduation rates.   

Health and Education - Extreme space constraints in the old cafeteria 
require that our K - 6th graders acquire their lunch, eat what they can 
and exit within 15 minutes, allowing the next grade to enter.  This is 
insuffi cient time for a complete lunch, and doesn’t prepare them to 
focus in the afternoon.  Most 7th - 12th graders sit on the hallway fl oor, 
in the gym, or leave campus (9th+).  

Our student evaluations are improving and they are now getting access 
to science, technology, agriculture, arts and business.  Help us sustain 
the momentum. 

Finance - Gaston would maintain the lowest bond rate of all nearby 
districts, accompanied by low interest rates.  Gaston’s last bond 
passed in the early 90’s.  If you are a property owner of a $250k home, 
it would cost a reasonable $10 a week.   Should this bond pass, your 
school district administration has positioned Gaston with a very high 
likelihood of being awarded up to $4M in matching grants to augment 
current plans.  If ever there was a time to stretch our dollars, that time 
is now!

(Information furnished and paid by Support Gaston Schools Political 
Action Committee)

Measure 34-246
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Support Gaston Schools PAC

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.
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Gaston School District

Join the Knights of Pythias, Lodge 104
in Voting Yes on Measure 34-246

For Safer, Smarter and More Sustainable Gaston Schools

Improve Safety and Security Systems:   There are no automatic 
locks on the doors and the portables limit the line of sight for staff to 
see who might be attempting access at each school.  In addition, there 
are seismic and safety concerns in the old gym and portables.

Removing the Portables:  Installed in the ‘70’s with a twenty-year 
life span.  The fl oors are rotting out and in fi ve of them, there is no 
plumbing.  They are becoming unsafe for students.

Replacing the “Old” Gym:  The gym, built in the early 1900’s, 
currently houses the cafeteria, the old gym and an area for a stage.  
It is not seismically sound and must be replaced soon.  There are no 
restrooms in the building and the cafeteria is so small that children 
have to eat in shifts beginning at 10:30 a.m. They have about fi fteen 
minutes from the time they enter the door to get their food, eat, and 
be out for the next group.  Many of the junior and senior high students 
simply eat sitting in the hall of the school or bleachers.
  
With passage of the Bond, the District will remove portables and 
replace the “old” gym with a multi-level building that houses a gym, 
a cafeteria, drama facilities, and instructional spaces that meet the 
needs of the district, are safe, energy effi cient, and provide space 
for community gatherings.  Other upgrades to areas include parking, 
heating and ventilation systems that will improve effi ciency.  
 
Join the Knights of Pythias, Lodge 104 in Voting Yes:  The District 
is the heart of this community.   Many of us have graduated from 
Gaston, have children, grandchildren and great grandchildren that have 
also graduated from this District.   Anyone who has graduated from 
Gaston has had the support of the community.   That tradition must 
continue for generations to follow.  

Measure 34-246
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Knights of Pythias, Lodge 104

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.

Gaston School District

Join us, Ron Hoodenpyl and Pat Rasmussen,
in Voting Yes on Measure 34-246

I have lived in this community my whole life.  Pat moved here with 
her late husband and family in the early ‘60’s.  Pat and Ralph opened 
the grocery store that has employed students and provided lunch to 
generations.  I had the gas station and served this community as the 
Fire Chief for 36 years.   Our children and grandchildren have grown 
up attending Gaston schools.  We have both always supported the 
schools and it is the heart of how we defi ne this community.

It has been decades since the District has gone to the voters for a 
Bond. While we certainly appreciate the effort to keep taxes down, the 
District can no longer delay in upgrading the facilities to keep Gaston 
School District sustainable.

The “old” gym is nearly 100 years old.  It is seismically and functionally 
inadequate.  It needs to be replaced to sustain the school for the next 
generations.  The portables are forty years old.  They had a twenty 
year life span.  The fl oors are rotting out and they are beginning to 
be unsafe for the children.  The District also needs to upgrade safety 
measures to adequately protect our children in this day and age. 

The District can’t kick the can down the road for future residents.  If 
something isn’t done to upgrade the facilities, the District will face a 
time when they must address the possibility of merging with another 
district and possibly losing the sense of community that we hold dear.   

If this community wants to keep local control, steps need to be taken 
now to ensure safer, smarter and more sustainable schools.

Join us, Ron Hoodenpyl and Pat Rasmussen, in voting YES on 
Measure 34-246

Measure 34-246
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Ron Hoodenpyl and Pat Rasmussen

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.
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Gaston School District

When I walked my fi rst grade daughter around the School grounds this 
year, I was concerned with the state of the older facilities.

I grew up in Waldport, Oregon, as did two generations of family 
before. The center of that community has always been the school.  
Now, I know that when Gaston fought to keep its district during recent 
budget constraints, you each knew your school was the heart of your 
community.  Every small town that merges schools with another knows 
they’ve lost something when it’s gone, and it never comes back.  We 
built a home in Gaston fi ve years ago, and this is the community in 
which we will live out our lives.  I want my daughter to grow up in a 
community that is truly a community, and in a school where she can 
participate in and experience many activities no longer available in our 
larger neighboring districts.  There is something undeniably special 
about a small town.

Our facilities need real attention, and unless we take action now to 
shore up existing infrastructure, replace aging buildings that are literally 
rotting down, and provide the framework to grow upon, the future isn’t 
bright.  It will only be a matter of time until pressure mounts to consider 
alternatives.  

Consider what happens if our school were to merge with Forest Grove.  
Today, FG bonds cost ~30% more than our proposed Gaston bond.  
Many nearby districts are even higher.  Saying no to sustaining our 
own local school could very well mean that 5 or 10 years from now, you 
are paying a higher rate to a neighboring community.  I want to keep 
our children and my money here in Gaston.  

A YES vote is a vote for our children and our community!  You live in 
this community for the same reason we chose to, and if we don’t vote 
to support this bond, our community may change forever.

Measure 34-246
Argument in Support

Information furnished by Brian Walter

The printing of this argument does not constitute an endorsement by
Yamhill County, nor does the county warrant the accuracy of

statements made in the argument.

Click:
 www.oregonvotes.gov
 www.co.yamhill.or.us/clerk

e-Mail:
elections@co.yamhill.or.us

Call: 
 ph: (503) 434-7518
  (503) 554-7850 - Newberg
 tty: (800) 735-2900

Questions?

Visit:

414 NE Evans St
McMinnville, Oregon

during regular business hours
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday

If you move
or change your name, 

you must update your
voter registration.

You may update your voter 
registration online at 

www.oregonvotes.gov


