
Yamhill County Park and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 17, 2017 

Community Corrections Annex 

 

Board Members Present: Suzanda Branson, Jim Culbert, Tim Duerfelt, Roger Hall, Anne 

Lane (Chair), Bill Pallotto, Erica Thomas, Marie Vicksta 

  

Board Members Absent:        Neyssa Hays (excused), Galen McBee (excused)  

 

Staff: Brett Henry 

 

Visitors: Commissioner Rick Olson 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Monday, May 15, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.  

Community Corrections Annex 

 

Anne Lane brought the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  The Board's March minutes were approved 

without changes. 

 

New Business 

 

Tangleboxing 

 
Discussion continued on this year's plans.  The season will run June 16 to Sept. 22.  Initial 

selections of parks to be featured and staff assignments were made, and additional ideas for 

vendors were discussed.  The timeline requires sending all clues to Suzanda by April 24, sending 

all information for the passports to the printers by May 1, and distributing passports to the 

vendors by May 26.  Suzanda will send out a list of park assignments. 

 

S.B. 327 Recreational Immunity 

 

This bill has passed the State House and Senate, and is expected to be signed.  It extends 

recreational immunity to employees, agents and volunteers of a land owner, and modifies the 

definition of owner to include the holder of any legal or equitable title; officers, employees, 

volunteers or agents of possessors of any interest in land while these persons are acting within 

the scope of assigned duties; and the director, partner, general partner, shareholder, limited 

liability company member, limited liability partner or limited partner of possessors of any 

interest in land.  This change may beneficially help keep the Dundee Paddle Launch in operation 

by addressing land owner liability concerns.  

 

 

 

 



2017/18 Parks Budget 
 

The budget goes before the County Budget Committee on May 1.  It includes the same amounts 

of general operating funds as was included in the 2016/17 budget.  2 summer rangers would be 

hired.  There would be an increased focus on closing Ed Grenfell Park at night. 

 

Staff Updates and Old Business 

 
Dayton Landing Park 

 

There was a meeting with Oregon State Marine Board (OSMB) recently on site.  Work on the 

grant application goes before the Board for approval in June.  In order to meet concerns, 

redevelopment of the boat launch is being separated from other plans for the nearby development 

of a day use area on county property.     

 

Deer Creek Nature Park Improvements 

 

The grant request for completion of the boardwalk has been submitted.  Brett asked that the 

Parks Board prepare a letter of support that Anne will draft.  Brett met with Dave Hanson and 

Neyssa Hays about developing interpretive signs.  A separate committee made up of several 

external experts in botany, history, etc. is being formed to complete this work over the next year. 

 

Lafayette Locks Boat Slide 
 

High water has prevented further work to site a proposed boat slide.  Without a design a grant 

request will not be submitted.   

 

Ed Grenfell Park 
 

A meeting with the adjacent property owners, Brett, and Parks Board members was held April to 

discuss property boundaries, a proposed trail easement, and private property security needs.  

Based on that meeting county work crews are out replacing or repairing the park boundary 

fences.  A gate is planned to be installed at the entrance to control ingress at night, which will be 

supported by summer park rangers working extended hours.  A summer neighborhood meeting 

will be planned to discuss all concerns, and include discussion of what can be done with the 

adjacent county property. 

 

H.B. 2320 
 

This proposed State non-motorized boating program did not make it out of the House Ways and 

Means Committee. 

 

Yamhelas Westsider Trail 
 

Commissioners Olson reported that the County website is scheduled to have complete 

background information on the Trail by May 15.  The Trail Concept Plan is scheduled to be 



presented to the public on May 24 at 6:30pm at the McMinnville Community Center.  A public 

dialog meeting is scheduled for June 8 at 7:30pm in the McMinnville City Civic Center. 

 

Charles Metsker Park 
 

Brett has talked to Scott Marlega of Weyerhaeuser. The Parks Board approved moving ahead 

with a request to relax the current deed restrictions.  Jim Culbert will draft a County letter to 

Weyerhaeuser. 

 

Great American Eclipse – Aug 21 
 

The event at Charles Metsker Park was discussed, but no decisions on public access or security 

were made until Neyssa can participate. 

 

Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 

None at this time. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 


