
Yamhill County Park and Recreation Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 19, 2014 
Community Corrections Annex 

 
Board Members Present: Anne Lane, Jim Culbert, Eric Watt, Bob Gang, Debbra Buerkle, 

Brenda Hopper, Ron Nyman, Roger Hall, 
  
Board Members Absent:  Galen McBee, Zach Geary 
 
Staff: Brett Henry 
 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Monday, June 16, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  
Community Corrections Annex 

 
Roger Hall brought the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to accept the April 2014 minutes; motion carried.  
 
Rogers Landing Memorial Request 
 

• Brett received a call from Heidi King, a teacher at Chehalem Valley Middle School; she 
requested to memorialize a drowning that occurred at Rogers Landing.  Their idea is for 
the school shop teacher to build a container or holder for lifejackets to be donated to the 
public.  They would also like a plaque where they can talk about the benefits of 
lifejackets, and memorialized in the person’s name. 

• Brett feels if the school is willing to maintain it, then it could be asked if they were going 
to have lifejackets for everyone in various sizes. 

• Board members remembered discussing this issue immediately after the drowning and 
not looking favorably on it.  

• It was suggested the group be encouraged to redirect their efforts toward water safety 
education with a memorial plaque on site.  Including raising money for people to attend 
the Red Cross Water Safety class. 

• It was suggested the teachers set up a memorial fund in the kid’s name to help pay for 
swimming lessons, etc. 

 
 A motion was made and seconded to follow the correct suggestion.  Motion carried. 
 
Willamette River Trail 
 

• Brett attended at meeting for this group in Salem and is now very excited about 
possibility of creating a river trail.  He sees the potential at Rogers Landing, Dayton 
Landing and Ediger Landing. 



• Brett was advised of a group of people involved in non-motorized boating on Yamhill 
County waters. 

 
Cycle Oregon 2014 
 

• There is a scheduled Cycle Oregon Event July 11-13th.  This group plans to have a station 
at Blackwell Park on the morning of Saturday, July 12. 

• When Brett was at the Westsider Trail meeting he was advised they plan to staff the event 
at Blackwell and promote the trail.  Brett suggested it would also be a good idea for Park 
Board members to staff the event as well to promote Yamhill County Parks. 

• It was noted there is no reservation system at Blackwell Park. 
• Jim and Eric volunteered to staff the event at the site on behalf of the Park Board. 

 
Yamhelas Westsider Trail 
 

• A local government grant has been applied for with OPRD. On June 4th, Jane Mercer, 
Grant Coordinator and Brett will give a presentation on the Yamhelas Westsider Trail to 
OPRD. 

• The grant is for acquisition of the northern edition of plan (phase 2). It goes from Cove 
Orchard to Scoggins Creek in Washington County. 

 
Whiteson Park 
 

• Brett felt it might behoove Park Board members to wait and present the project to the 
new Board of Commissioners. 

• Brett hopes to take the Commissioners for a tour of the site to promote it. 
• The BOC is obligated by the votes of the Commissioners who were there at the time and 

the positions that were taken by the previous Commissioners. 
• It was asked if there has been enough done since the initial approval of the conditional 

use permit.  It is felt there has been good progress made at the site. 
• Brett will check further to see the guidelines of the conditional use permit. 
• There was discussion about whether or not to start building trails soon. 
• Juvenile Community Service groups have helped with park projects in the past and would 

be a good group to have involved with Whiteson. 
 
Rogers Landing Boarding Floats 
 

• Brett advertized the RFP last week on this project and closes May 29th.  He has already 
received a lot of calls for bid packets. 

• Brett is still looking at September to begin the project. 
 
 

 
 
 



Tangleboxing 
 

• Passports have not been printed as yet.  The printer was having a software problem, so 
Brett hopes to have the proofs by next week, so they can go out to print. 

• He will be putting the boxes together with what is missing from them prior to passing 
them out for distribution. 

• Brenda has given administrative control of the Facebook account to Brett. 
• Brett is thinking about using work crew members to search for missing Tangleboxes. 
• Brett will start posting more stuff on Facebook about Tangleboxing 
• It was suggested to include the information we have a Facebook page in the passport and 

the Tanglebox website. 
 
Policy/Operations 
 

• Brett is working on Parks Maintenance Standards. 
• Review of the Reservation Policy, Parks and Open Space Master Plan – He would like 

Park Board Members help with that. 
 This goes back to 2003 and needs to be updated. 
 Incorporate all the new ideas that have members have come up with in the 

last two years. 
 Simplify the structure of the plan. 
 Add clean-up deposit 

• Debbra would like to come up with a couple of suggestions for the next board meeting 
with regard to making the Master Plan not only published outline of what the Park Board 
would like to do and to frame the budget by going forward. But also how members make 
it a living document and a knowledge base by allowing a collection of inputs and 
summary of data, attaching documents.  Thus making it very transparent.  It could be an 
online document, with a live table of contents, webcams to the various parks that have the 
ability for those types of cameras. 

• Debbra asked to form a working subcommittee for this project. This group met Monday, 
June 2nd at Debbra’s home. 

• Rogers Landing Fee Program – ongoing. 
 
2014 Project/Priorities List 
 

• It was suggested to create some type of matrix to measure each of the proposals. 
• The Board has started a small project list.  Members would like to see a project list added 

to the Master Plan.  Prioritize the list so everyone would know what the top priorities are 
for all the parks. 

• Members reviewed various projects on the 2014 Goals and Projects list. 
 
Additional Business 
 

• Things are beginning to move in regards to the County Habitat Committee that will be 
overseeing the implementation of the mitigation for Fender’s Blue Butterfly.  Anne and 
Jim are on the committee and received an email asking for them to let people know about 



their availability for the first meeting which will go over the permit that was issued by 
Fish and Wildlife, so they can now start moving ahead on the plan. 

• The committee is required to come up with a mitigation plan within two years for Deer 
Creek Park. 

 
Election of new Officers 
 
A motion was made and seconded to elect Eric Watt as Chair and Anne Lane as Vice-Chair 
for the coming two years; motion carried. 
 
New Chair – Eric Watt 
New Vice Chair – Anne Lane 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
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