
Yamhill County Park and Recreation Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, July 15, 2013 
Community Corrections Annex 

 
Board Members Present: Roger Hall, Jim Culbert, Bob Gang, Eric Watt, Ron Nyman, Anne 

Lane 
  
Board Members Absent: Brenda Hopper, Galen McBee, Zach Geary 
  
Staff: Ken Huffer, Kathe Bonfield – Support Staff 
 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Monday, August 19, 2013 at 6:15 p.m.  
Community Corrections Annex to carpool to Dayton Boat Landing and Ediger Landing. 

 
 
Motion was made and seconded to approve the June 2013 minutes; motion carried.  
 
Rogers Landing  

 

 The grant from the State Marine Board has been approved to replace the floats at Rogers 
Landing.  Ken is now waiting for the grant agreement to be signed. 

 Clatsop County and Yamhill County will be the pilot projects for the new type of floats. 

 A complaint was received from a disabled citizen regarding not being able to fish off the 
dock; he felt he was being discriminated against. Ken explained no one is allowed to fish, 
swim or sunbathe on the docks.  Ken invited the citizen to come to the Park Board 
meeting to discuss the issue; he did not attend this meeting. 

 The pros and cons, risks and liability issues of life vests, life rings, etc. was discussed.   

 
Ediger Landing 
 

 Wheatland Ferry was closed for repairs last year and during this work the access gates 
were also closed.  During this closure, Public Works received a high volume of 
complaints about closing the access to public lands along the river, which included the 
county property and state lands.  After the repairs were completed, the gate was also 
moved, so access to public lands would not be blocked during future ferry-related 
closures.   

 The current neighbors are complaining about an increased amount of traffic and 
afterhours activities that are now taking place on the site. 



 The County Parks’ portion of the area is only 0.48 acres. Currently, Parks provides a 
portable restroom and a garbage can at the site on a seasonal basis.  Parks staff checks the 
site on regular basis and conducts litter patrols for not only the park site, but also the 
state-owned lands.  The Parks’ property is “day use only”.   

 The majority of boat traffic to the site comes from Yamhill County and not Willamette 
Mission State Park.  Oregon State Marine Board has been talking to Ken as they would 
like to see a more developed boat ramp at Ediger. 

o Between Wallace Marine Park in Salem and Rogers Landing there is virtually no 
substantial developed river access boat launch.  

o If the State Marine Board were to talk to DSL regarding the properties, they 
would probably suggest Yamhill County be brought into the discussions, make it 
a county park and they would do a facilities grant to build a boat launch at Ediger 
similar to Rogers Landing.  

o The site could be developed to limit parking so 4 wheel drive vehicles and ATV’s 
are driving out onto the gravel bar or further back into the tree lines.  This would 
make the site more attractive to rafters, etc. 

o If this were to happen, the site would fall under parks regulations e.g. day use 
only, and the gates could be closed when the ferry is not running.  Neighbors 
would then be happy. 

o It would have great potential for a small day use site; bringing in more patrols and 
maintenance; develop a parking area that restricts access. 

 Ken will bring maps of the site to the next Park Board meeting. 

 
Stuart Grenfell Park 
 

 This park has been vandalized quite a bit lately; including damaging a restroom door to 
the point of having to replace it. 

 It was suggested to lock the current restroom and provide a port-a-potty for citizens to 
use. 

 City of McMinnville has restroom doors that automatically lock at dusk and unlock at 
dawn.  However, they are still getting hit in the early morning hours. 

 Ken will be notifying the Sheriff’s Office and they will put out the word to Polk County 
and the State Police. 

 
Water Trail 
 

 Casey Rich, former Park Board member, is working on grants for the water trail and 
doing different projects. 

 Casey unearthed a 501C3, a non-profit friends group, called Partners for Parks.  Casey 
has been keeping this group alive for the last several years.  He would like to get this 



group organized and functioning again.  He would also like to include park board 
members in the group as it was one of the early Park Boards who initiated these groups. 

 Ken shared the group’s bylaws and handout. 

 Ken explained the early makeup and history of the Parks Department, e.g. Tom Genco 
was the only maintenance person; park board members initiated and did work in the 
various parks, etc. 

 It was suggested having County Counsel review the bylaws for good checks and 
balances. 

 
Park Visitations 
 

 It was suggested there be a separate meeting to review the ideas and suggestions for Deer 
Creek and Metsker Park.  

 
Deer Creek Park 
 

 Galen McBee suggested renaming Deer Creek Park to something like Deer Creek Nature 
Reserve; Deer Creek Nature Preserve; Deer Creek Nature Park, etc.  Something that 
would communicate to potential visitors or tourists what is unique about the specific park 
that they would target for a visit. 

 Members discussed trails, a shelter, visitation and interpretive signage. 

 Members discussed adding the suggestions to the Master Plan and then prioritizing them. 

 Ken stated the two biggest priorities will be the restoration and trails as Deer Creek will 
be a nature park. 

 
Metsker Park 
 

 Due to the number of issues and discussion points at another time. 
 
Yamhill River Water Trail 
 

 It is felt Dayton Landing is a bit more of a priority because next spring or next year or 
two Ken may go after a grant to renovate/expand services at the park. 

 The State Marine Board has the site identified as one of the priorities/improvements for 
the county. 

 Ken has already been working with the State Marine Board for quite some time regarding 
improving the parking lot and restroom facilities. 

 Ken is looking at trying to improve river access at Lafayette Locks and feels they have 
some ideas for access, but there is a need for access and/or portage around rapids on both 
sides of the locks. 



 The subcommittee for the water trail project will be meeting soon. 

Tangleboxing 
 

 There have been a couple Tangleboxes and a few guest books missing.  Ken disbursed 
new guest books to everyone. 

 Verification pages have already been turned in. 

 
Yamhelas Westsider Trail Proposal 
 

 The County is working out the grant agreement with ODOT.  At the same time they are 
working out how the acquisition will proceed. 

 
Riverbend Stewardship Lands Proposal 
 

 There were a lot of proposals submitted.  A couple big proposals are establishing trails all 
over the properties, including trails around the farm properties, and a lot of connections to 
the Whiteson property.  Other proposals include river access, water trails, interpretive, 
cultural resources, landfill in post-closure, environmental issues, etc. Establishing an FFA 
center focusing on turning a lot of the acreage into lands for classes and having the 
statewide FFA based there. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
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