
Yamhill County Park and Recreation Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 15, 2013 
Community Corrections Annex 

 
Board Members Present: Roger Hall, Brenda Hopper, Jim Culbert, Bob Gang, Eric Watt 
  
Board Members Absent: Ron Nyman, Galen McBee, Anne Lane, Zach Geary 
  
Staff: Ken Huffer, Kathe Bonfield – Support Staff 
 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Monday, May 20, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  
Community Corrections Annex to carpool to Deer Creek Park 

 
 
Motion was made and seconded to approve the March 2013 minutes; motion carried.  
 
Oregon Parks Association 
 

 Legislation is being developed for increasing RV revenues that come into the budget. 
 During discussions with Oregon State Parks all the RV registration fees go to State Parks. 
 Up to this point 65% goes to State parks and 35% goes to County parks statewide, which 

is based upon population, number of campsites, and RV registrations.   
 The Oregon Parks Association (comprised primarily of county parks departments)  is 

proposing  to change the split to 50/50. 
 A compromise has been reached on the Senate Bill to a 55/45 split.  Bill is still pending a 

formal vote at the legislature.   
 State Parks is looking at starting some discussion to turn some of their smaller satellite 

parks over and converting them to County parks.  More information to come at future 
meetings. 

 
Riverbend Interactive Public Meeting 
 

 At a recent meeting Riverbend discussed the disposition of their 450 acres.  
 The meeting was meant to elicit suggestions to be proposed for the lease of the 

properties. 
 Those present broke into small group sessions.  Each table then reported out one or more 

of the things they thought about one of more of the properties.  Those suggestions where 
then developed into a list which will be submitted to the committee. 

  A considerable amount of information, investigation has been already done in regards to 
the properties, in terms of current use, soils, engineering, hydrology, etc. 



 A lot of the information has been used as a ‘first cut’ of what the larger committee thinks 
are some of the potentials for some of the properties in terms of agriculture, cultural, 
education or containment for their wetland, flood absorption capacity, etc. 

 A proposal made by Ken Wright was to use a couple of the parcels for teaching young 
people to farm. 

 It was also suggested to legally ensure the parcels currently being farmed stay 
agricultural parcels, in perpetuity.   

 Discussion ensued regarding potential uses for various parcels of the property; possible 
future pros and cons, obstacles, etc. 

 
Tangleboxing 
 

 Ken needs clues and locations by May 20th. 
 Zach will report back on a Tangleboxing app at the June meeting. 

 
Yamhill River Trail Proposal 
 

 Galen, Jim and Ken meet with 3 kayak/canoe enthusiasts to discuss the possibility and 
interest in establishing a water trail on the lower Yamhill River.  Meeting proved very 
productive.  

 There will be some site visits to Lafayette Locks, Kiwanis Marine Park, etc. to start 
building an inventory of potential and existing access sites. 

 
Yamhelas Westsider Trail 
 

 ODOT approved a 1.4 million grant for purchasing a portion of the former corridor. 
 Yamhill County may apply for a State Parks Local Government Grant to fund the balance 

of the purchase. 
 
Rogers Landing Boarding Floats and Application for OSMB 2013-15 Round One Facilities 
Grant: 
 

 The grant application has been submitted. 
 The Board of Commissioners gave Parks $25,000 out of contingency funds to apply 

toward the grant application. 
 Ken is now waiting to hear back from staff review and then schedule it to go before the 

State Marine Board. 
 Ken is hoping to hear whether or not it’s been approved sometime in July 2013. 
 He will then go out to bid to contractors for the boarding floats in August and begin the 

work in September. 
 
 
Parks and Open Space Master Plan – Review/Update 
 



 Members will do their own inventory of various parks prior to actually revising the 
document. 

 A map of each park will be included with the revision. 
 Park Board members will either meet at the Annex at 6:00 pm to carpool to Deer Creek 

Park or drive there on their own. 
 Members will list out priorities of the remaining parks.  Members decided Metsker would 

be the next parks to visit, then Stuart Grenfell and Blackwell. 
 Ken also suggested members could visit Huber, Powerhouse and Juliette’s on the way to 

Metsker. 
 
DEQ Hearing – Former Landfill Post-Closure Permit Renewal 
 

 Some of the opponents to the Whiteson Park attended the meeting and made claims that 
cultural resources are being disturbed, specifically that burial grounds were destroyed.  
No park development activities have commenced yet. 

 These same opponents have made the same allegations in regards to the propose 
Riverbend Landfill expansion and at the Whiteson Landfill Permit hearing.  Group claims 
to be representing the tribes; however, the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde have 
stated that they have nothing on record of the site being an Indian burial site, etc.   

 Group has also contacted SHPO and State Archeologist called Ken to discuss.  As per 
correspondence received during land use hearing process for park, State Archeologist has 
advised that there may be artifacts on the site, but they have no record of any “burial 
grounds or other reported archeological finds at the site”.  As per SHPO’s request and as 
a condition to developing a park, an archeological survey must be completed prior to any 
development being started. 

 It appears the permit will be renewed without any issues.  The permit renewal is an 
agreement that the County and State will continue to monitor the site. 

 Ken is currently in the budget process for upcoming 2013-14 budget year.  The Board of 
Commissioners allotted a discretionary funds increase for parks.  Ken has put the 
additional funds into professional services to get some of the engineering design, and 
archeological/cultural resources survey done.  He hopes to have all the surveys completed 
by the end of the summer and getting some detailed drawings done regarding the road 
widening, parking area, trails to the cabin, etc.  

 Ken hopes to go after grant monies and begin using SDC funds to begin construction 
during the spring or summer 2014. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kathe Bonfield, Support Staff 
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