
Yamhill County Park and Recreation Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 16, 2012 
McMinnville Senior Center 

 
Board Members Present: Roger Hall, Eric Watt, Anne Lane, Brenda Hopper, James Culbert,  
    Ron Nyman 
 
Board Members Absent: Bob Gang, Galen McBee, Brendon Connelly 
 
Staff: Ken Huffer, Kathe Bonfield – Support Staff 
 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Monday, May 21, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.  
Location to be determined 

 
 
Roger Hall brought the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the March 2012 Park Board meeting; motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Additions/Changes to the Agenda  
 

 James Culbert asked to discuss an article he read in the News Register regarding a linear park being 
developed between Joe Dancer and Airport Parks. 

 
Rogers Landing Boarding Floats 
 

 An engineer from the Marine Board met with Ken for an inspection of the boarding floats. The boarding 
floats are ten years old and some are beginning to show more deterioration than other floats. At the time 
of installation the Marine Board wasn’t permitted to use pressure treated wood in the construction. 

 Ken reviewed the extent of the damage and plans for replacement of each of the deteriorating floats. 
 The work may be eligible for a small project emergency grant from the Marine Board. 
 Eventually all the boarding floats will need to be replaced. 

 
Habitat Conservation Plan 
 

 This is regarding endangered species in the right of way on county roads, e.g. Fender’s Blue Butterfly, 
Kincaid’s Lupine, and Nelson’s Checkermallow.   

 Public Works needs to get a take permit so they can do their public works activities where a lot of these 
species are occurring. 

 For the past year consultants have been working on a Habitat Conservation Plan. 
 The Parks Department became involved because Deer Creek Park already has a population of Kincaid’s 

Lupine and a 22 acre area that has been undergoing restoration.  Some sections of the 22 acres are prime 
habitat for further enhancements for Kincaid’s Lupine and Fender’s Blue Butterfly. 

 The initial draft of the plan has been done and submitted to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the initial 
review. 



 Public Works will be authorized to work in their right of way areas doing such things as mowing, etc.  
The plan is meant to prevent incidental takes, such as accidentally mowing Kincaid’s Lupine, they won’t 
be in violation of the Endangered Species Act because of the other mitigation and conservation areas 
that are established. 

 The enhancement and restoration of the mitigation areas will not impact the Parks budget.  The Road 
Department will be funding those mitigation areas. 

 Because there are separate Parks and Public Works components, there will be an Advisory/Executive 
Board for the implementation of the plan has been proposed to be comprised of two Parks Board 
members, two Road Advisory Committee members and John Phelan, Public Works Director, and Ken 
will be the staff people involved. 

 Ken will email the entire proposal to all Park Board members. 
 James Culbert volunteered to be one of the Park Board members involved. 
 Ken has partnered with the Institute for Applied Ecology who had already been doing some introduction 

in the wetland areas of Deer Creek Park.  Linfield College has also expressed an interest in assisting in 
the restoration efforts and monitoring of the populations in the park.  All non-native vegetation and 
anything that could shade the Kincaid’s Lupine will be removed. 

 Because the noted areas will be mitigation and the length of the permit is fifty years, the County will be 
budgeting money from the Road Department to maintain those areas for the next fifty years.   

 Once the US Fish and Wildlife and Oregon Department of Agriculture approve the plan, it will come 
back to the Board of Commissioners to formalize it. At that point the Technical Advisory/Executive 
Committee will be formed. 

 Once the site is stabilized and all the restoration activities, enhancements and controls are in place the 
wetland trails will be put in place. 

 
Tangleboxing 
 

 Members need to get their clues to Ken as soon as possible. 
 
Rogers Landing Clean Up (2nd flooding event) 
 

 Work crews were almost finished cleaning the park after the first flooding when the heavy rains started 
again.  Work crews have spent the last two weeks cleaning Rogers Landing again after the second 
flooding. 

 
Gates at Rogers Landing and Stuart Grenfell 
 

 Gates have been installed at Stuart Grenfell and will be installed at Rogers Landing soon. 
 Funding for the gates came from the Economic Development Fund. 
 The gates will be able to keep people out when significant public safety events occur. 
 The gate at Charles Metsker Park will be replaced with a more heavy duty gate. 

 
Charles Metsker Trail Bridge 
 

 This is still a work in progress because the bridge is currently located at the best place for the bridge.  
Ken is in the process of developing new plans for the bridge. 

 
Split-rail Fence at Rogers Landing  
 

 A new split-rail fence is being placed at the top of the river bank adjacent to the parking lot.  The river 
bank is being eroded away and there is a substantial drop off to the river which poses a serious safety 
hazard to the public. 



 The fence does not block the view of the river and will be supplemented with plantings e.g. trees, etc.   
Ken is considering conifers, ash, alder, willow, dogwoods, etc. 

 
Proposed McMinnville Linear Park  
 

 Park Board members discussed the proposed McMinnville linear park between Joe Dancer and Airport 
Parks. 

 Jay Pearson, of McMinnville Parks and Recreation, will be invited to the next park board meeting to 
discuss collaboration between McMinnville Parks and Recreation and County Parks Department 
regarding the project. 
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