
BOARD ORDERS AND MINUTES

IN THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE OF OREGON

FOR THE COUNTY OF YAMHILL

SITTING FOR THE TRANSACTION OF COUNTY BUSINESS

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF YAMHILL COUNTY (“the Board”) sat for the
transaction of county business in special formal session on November 22, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. in
Room 32 of the Courthouse, Commissioners Kathy George, Mary P. Stern, and Leslie Lewis
being present.

Also present were Christian Boenisch, Deputy County Counsel; John Phelan, Public Works
Director; Bill Gille, County Engineer; Hannah Hoffman, News-Register; Michael Griffith, 17640
SW Sunnyridge Ln, Sheridan; Madonna and Bors Laurence, 18100 SW Sunnyridge Ln; Scott
Larsen, 2320 NW Cemetery Rd, McMinnville; and others as listed on the attached attendance
roll.

Commissioner George called the meeting to order.

A. PUBLIC HEARING: Receipt of public comment regarding a permit application for the
private paving of Sunnyridge Lane, as approved by Public Works and appealed to the Board of
Commissioners. [Continued to December 9, 2010, at the point of Staff Recommendation.] 

Proponents - Lisa Friberg, applicant, stated that she has submitted three separate letters of
findings for the record.  She emphasized that the majority of the residents want the road to be
paved.  She noted that the owners of Coleman Vineyard, which wasn’t included in the survey
although it adjoins Sunnyridge Lane, also support the paving.  She stated that there would be
some maintenance costs with a paved road, but not as much as with gravel, and the hope is that
residents would continue to contribute to the maintenance fund at the same rate they have been
paying.  She explained that the homeowners’ association is an informal arrangement and was
established before she and her husband purchased their property.

Jon Schiewe stated that the main argument from residents opposed to the paving is that it
would destroy the bucolic nature of the area.  He said that paving would not change the peaceful,
country nature, however, and shouldn’t increase traffic.  He noted that there would be no center
line painted on the road and the overhanging trees would still be there.  He said that another
argument from the opponents is that the road would be less safe in icy conditions if it were
paved, but there are many arguments that a paved road is actually safer.  He explained that loose
gravel is more difficult to navigate on and stop on than pavement is most of the time.  He added
that gravel wears out tires faster and increases vehicle maintenance costs if traveled on regularly.

Scott Larsen stated that dust from the gravel road creates health issues for his wife, who
has pulmonary problems.  He said that he and his wife own two parcels on Sunnyridge Lane and
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plan to live there permanently, but don’t spend much time there now.  He stated that he had
spoken to the fire chief, who had told him that many similar roads in Yamhill County are paved
and don’t create a problem for fire trucks, and that he would much rather see Sunnyridge Lane
paved than in its current condition.

Opponents - Michael Griffith reviewed the history of the road and its deterioration over
the last several years.  He explained that the informal road committee has always operated under
the premise that each property owner gets one vote, and the paving issue has been voted down
each time it was brought up previously, but the applicants have now changed the established
voting procedure to get the outcome they want.  He said that there are six families on the road
that don’t want it paved and three that do.  He noted that the Colemans never use the road and
don’t contribute anything to the road maintenance.

He stated that a gravel road is better than pavement for wintertime driving, and the
proponents bought their property knowing it was on a dusty, gravel road.  He said that the steep
hill is the first place that gets washboarded, but it’s fine as long as it’s graded regularly.  He said
that the gravel tends to go off the sides and leave the center bare rather than pool up at the
bottom of the hill.  He stated that a water truck had been able to get all the way up the hill and
turn around without any problems.

Ms. Stern noted that the road up to Youngberg Hill Bed & Breakfast was partly paved
and partly left as gravel.  Ms. Friberg stated that the designs for Sunnyridge Lane are similar,
with a gravel shoulder that allows drivers to keep two wheels on the gravel if they feel that’s
safer.

Madonna Laurence stated that the steep section of the road is bordered by trees on the
west side, so the sun would not melt snow and ice in the wintertime.  She pointed out that of the
three and one-half votes to pave the road, only one of those actually lives there year-round.  She
expressed concern that the road is being designed by one or two people and said that it would be
better if the complete road committee got together and made a decision about what would be best
for the road.  She said that she doesn’t think gravel shoulders would be enough.  She also stated
that the amount of traffic on the road would wear down the pavement quickly unless it had a
very thick base.

John Phelan stated that the residents have done a very good job over the years of
establishing a thick gravel base.  He said that he would require a minimum three-inch thickness
of pavement, with a two-inch layer of gravel underneath.  He said that the road is not being
maintained to optimum condition right now and would impede emergency vehicles some of the
time, in his opinion.  He stated that a three-inch mat and base is not really suitable for industrial
traffic, but he has been led to believe that the industrial traffic on this road would be minimal
and, although it would have some impact, wouldn’t be enough to destroy the road.  He said that
pavement is by far the least expensive road surface to maintain, excluding the initial investment.

Matt Parlier stated that he has an e-mail message from the Cordovas clearly expressing
their desire to pave the steep section only.  He added that there are two additional parcels with
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deeded legal access to the road, but they don’t use it because they have no established roadway. 
He said that the county knows the dangers of ice on paved roads and it is important to be able to
get out of his driveway safely.  He expressed concern that paving the road would encourage
people to drive faster and increase the likelihood of accidents.  He stated that with most average
vehicles, driving with two wheels on gravel would improve conditions going downhill, but not at
all going uphill, as all the power would go to the spinning wheel.  He said that counting votes by
tax lot would make sense if they were levying taxes, but not for an issue like this.  He stated that
there is no established method for how the road would get paid for, in contrast to the established
method that has been in place for years with the gravel road.

He stated that the mediation meetings went well, but it also helped the residents realize
that they weren’t going to resolve their differences.  He said that he would support the paving if
a strong majority wanted it, but that isn’t the case if the votes are counted the way they always
have been.  He pointed out that very careful consideration needs to be taken before making a
decision because there is no going back from paving.

Ms. Friberg stated that cost should not be a consideration in this case because if any
property owners can’t or don’t want to pay, the proponents are willing to cover the entire cost of
paving.  She said that the unofficial maintenance payments could continue as they always have.

After further discussion, Ms. George summarized the main concerns of both sides and
said that the Board would like to spend some time going through the submitted materials.  She
said that she was impressed with the fact that the neighbors are working together even though
they don’t agree.

Ms. Lewis moved to continue the hearing to 10:00 a.m. on December 9, 2010, at the
point of Staff Recommendation.  The motion passed, Commissioners George, Stern, and Lewis
voting aye.

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
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