
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 
Carlton Fire Department, Carlton, Oregon 

October 17, 2016 – Draft Minutes 
 

Committee Members in Attendance: 
Eric Perkins, Oregon Dept. of Forestry---Secretary 
Tara Patterson, Yamhill County forest landowner  
Mary Chamness, Yamhill County property owner 
James Johnson, OSU Extension 
 
Unable to Attend: 
Walt Shields, Yamhill County property owner, professional forester---Chair 
Chief Liepfert, McMinnville Fire Department 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Chief Lucich, Carlton Fire Department 
Jeff Classen, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
Mike Cafferata, Oregon Dept. Forestry 
Chief Jensen, Yamhill Fire Department 
 

 Eric Perkins called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.   
o Brief round of introductions 

 Nate Agalzoff provided the committee an overview of where they left off the previous month and the 
revised decision criteria.  

o The decision criteria now includes the definition of “contiguous” which the committee refined in 
the September meeting. 

 Jim Johnson motioned to accept the 9-19-16 minutes. Motion seconded and passed.   

 Public comment period. 
o No members of the public attended the meeting. 
o No official public comments were made 

 The committee reviewed a peninsula shaped area near the intersection of McBride Cemetery Road and 
Meadowlake Road—where they left off the previous month.  

o Discussion on risk of a fire spreading from that area into contiguous forestland and also about a 
possible fire from forestland burning into that area.   

o Committee decided to make a preliminary classification decision, but agreed that it may warrant 
additional field review.  

 Committee continued the classification work northward from Meadowlake Road  
o Delineated the forestland edge northbound on McBride Cemetary/ Rockyford Road to Pike Road.  
o Discussion points leading to this forestland classification decision included 

 Isolated areas east of Rockyford that look like forestland vs. areas to the west that may 
not meet the definition.  Little patches on opposite sides of the road and where to draw 
the line.  

 Rockyford makes sense tactically, as a defensible space to keep fire from crossing to 
East or West.  

 The need for a clear and easily identifiable boundary 

 Committee looked at areas along Turner Creek, west of Pike Road, up Oak Hill Road and Garrish Valley.  
o Areas met the definition of forestland and considered a spread risk – either to those areas or 

from those areas to surrounding countryside.  
 Slope was a factor in considering fire spread risk.  

o Garrish Valley Fire was recalled as an example of the hazard.  

 At the intersection of Pike and Rockyford Road, the committee delineated the forestland edge eastward 
to Highway 47.  

o Chief Jensen helped with vegetation, slope, and fire spread risk discussion and what met the 
forestland criteria in the area.  
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 This completed classification within the ODF protection boundary. Pursuant to the statues, the committee 
then looked at areas outside the ODF Protection Boundary to classify forestland according to the 
definition.  Discussion items included: 

o Not a question of who pays or does not pay – just classification of forestland and non-forest.  
o The committee can recommend boundary changes if they see fit, however, boundary changes 

are a different public process and separate from the work of the forestland classification 
committee. 

 The committee worked from North to South, following criteria, but took a more cursory approach. 
o The committee recognized that landowners do not/would not pay for fire protection based on 

the classification decisions made on lands outside of the ODF Protection Boundary, so went 
faster than earlier.  

o The committee requested that ODF staff complete some work independently around the 
forestland boundaries to better align with property lines, roads, streams, etc., when the 
movement is minimal and the changes are consistent with the decision making criteria and 
previous delineation work.  

 Review the edits with the committee at the November meeting  

 Discussed future meeting dates: Nov 29 and Nov 30 is a backup date. Location Carlton Fire Department. 
Look at the peninsula mentioned above in the field, and also review next steps for the project.  

 Jim Johnson motioned to accept all the lands classified today except those on the Patterson property. 
Motion seconded and passed unanimously. Motion to accept classification on the Patterson property. 
Motion seconded and passed. Tara Patterson abstained.  

 Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.  
 

 
*   The next meeting is scheduled for November 29th and is planned to be held at the Carlton Fire Station.  
10am-3pm. 

  


