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 Yamhill County Employee Safety Advisory 
Committee 

Memo 
To: Commissioners Richard L. “Rick” Olson, Mary Starrett and Casey Kulla 

From: Employee Safety Advisory Committee 

Date: October 2, 2019 

Re: Safety Committee appointments 

Josh Rojas, YCEA President is recommending the replacement and appointment of the 
following YCEA union members to the Employee Safety Advisory Committee: 

• Elsa Pantoja, HHS-DD replacing Irene Launder, term expires March 18, 2021. 

• James Craver, Public Works replacing Gary Van Der Veen, term expires March 
18, 2020.  

As these are replacements of existing members on the committee, the new appointees will 
serve out the remainder of the members terms who they are replacing. 
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IN THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  OF THE STATE OF OREGON 

 

FOR THE COUNTY OF YAMHILL 

 

SITTING FOR THE TRANSACTION  OF COUNTY BUSINESS 

 

In the matter of the Adoption of an   ) 

Ordinance Referring to the Voters the )   

Question of Whether the Yamhill County ) ORDINANCE No. ______ 

Board of Commissioners Should be   ) 

Increased from Three to Five   ) 

Commissioners; Referred for the May 2020  ) 

Primary Election    )   

 

THE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  YAMHILL  COUNTY,  OREGON  

(the “Board”), sat for the transaction of county business in regular session on October 3, 

2019, Commissioners Richard L. “Rick” Olson, Mary Starrett, and Casey Kulla being present. 

 

THE BOARD MAKES THE FOLLOWING FINDINGS: 

 

A. Under ORS 203.035(1) the governing body or the electors of a county “may by 

ordinance exercise authority within the county over matters of county concern, to the 

fullest extent allowed by Constitutions and laws of the United States and of this state” 

as though the specific powers were listed in the statutes.  

 

B. The Board believes that the citizens of Yamhill County would be best served by a board 

of county commissioners consisting of five commissioners, elected at large.  

 

C. ORS 203.035(3) provides that county voters must approve any ordinance that changes 

the number or mode of selection of elective county officers, including county 

commissioners, and reads in relevant part as follows: 

 

“(3) An ordinance adopted by a county governing body that changes the number or 

mode of selection of elective county offices shall not take effect unless the ordinance is 

submitted to and approved by the electors of the county at a primary election, general 

election or election held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of an 

odd-numbered year.” 

 

D. The Board believes it reasonable and appropriate to ask the voters of Yamhill County 

whether the Yamhill County Board of Commissioners should consist of five 

commissioners, elected at large. Therefore, this ordinance is referred to the voters of 

Yamhill County for the primary election of May 2020.  If approved, it will establish  

that the Yamhill County Board of Commissioners will consist of five commissioners,  
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beginning in January 2025, in accordance with the terms set forth herein.  NOW 

THEREFORE,  

 

THE PEOPLE OF YAMHILL COUNTY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  

 

  

Section 1. YAMHILL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS.  The Yamhill 

County Board of Commissioners shall serve as the governing body of Yamhill 

County and shall have all the powers and duties granted to a county governing 

body by law.   

 

 

Section 2. ELECTION OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

2.01 Subject to the transition provisions of Section 4, the Yamhill County 

Board of Commissioners shall consist of five commissioners who shall be full-

time, paid, and elected by a nonpartisan, at large, county-wide vote. 

 

2.02 Election of all five commissioners shall be by position, with positions 4 

and 5 added to existing positions 1, 2, and 3.  A person who meets the 

qualifications of Section 3.01 of this ordinance may file for nomination and 

election to any position.   

 

2.03 Nomination and election shall be as provided in the laws of the State of 

Oregon and as provided in the ordinances of Yamhill County for the 

nomination and election of nonpartisan offices. 

 

2.04 Each candidate shall, at the time of filing for election, designate the 

position for which the candidate seeks nomination and election.   

 

 

Section 3. QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE 

 

3.01 The qualifications for each candidate for commissioner shall be 

governed by the applicable  laws of the state of Oregon.  

 

3.02 A commissioner who moves his or her residence out of Yamhill   

County shall be deemed to have resigned their position on the Yamhill County 

Board of Commissioners on the effective date of the move.   

 

 

Section 4. TRANSITION TO FIVE-MEMBER BOARD 

 

4.01 Yamhill County shall continue to be governed by a three-member 

board of commissioners until the commissioners elected in the primary or 
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general election of 2024 take office, and commissioners currently holding 

office shall serve out their terms in their current positions.   

 

4.02 Nomination and election for existing positions 1 and 3 shall be held in 

the primary or general election of 2022 and each four years thereafter.   

Nomination and election for existing position 2 and new positions 4 and 5 

shall be held in the primary or general election of 2024 and each four years 

thereafter.  Each commissioner shall serve a four-year term. 

 

 

Section 5. QUORUM.  While the Yamhill County Board of Commissioners consists of 

three members, whenever two commissioners are present in accordance with 

the county procedures ordinance, a quorum is present for the transaction of 

county business and a vote of approval by at least two commissioners shall be 

required to take any action.  Subject to the transition provisions of Section 4, 

while the Yamhill County Board of Commissioners consists of five members, 

whenever three commissioners are present in accordance with the county 

procedures ordinance, a quorum is present for the transaction of county 

business and a vote of approval by at least three commissioners shall be 

required to take any action. 

 

Section 6. VACANCIES. Vacancies on the Yamhill County Board of Commissioners 

shall be filled in accordance with the applicable laws of the State of Oregon. 

 

    

Section 7. BOARD PROCEDURES.  At its first formal meeting following the first day 

of January, 2025, or as soon thereafter as is reasonably practicable, the 

Yamhill County Board of Commissioners shall amend its procedures 

ordinance to conform to this ordinance, including considering whether, as part 

of their liaison duties, each commissioner may be assigned as a liaison to a 

specific geographic region of the county, with those regions being determined 

at that same meeting.  

 

 

Section 8. COMPENSATION.  Before the filing deadline for the 2024 primary election, 

the Yamhill County Compensation Committee will determine the total 

compensation per commissioner to be effective the date commissioners elected 

in 2024 take office, with all funds to come from existing revenues.  

Commissioner’s compensation may be altered from time to time by the 

Compensation Committee in accordance with applicable law and applicable 

county practices and procedures. 
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Section  9. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this ordinance is adjudged or declared 

to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

the remaining provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

 

Section 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective on the first day of 

January following passage. 

 

 

First public reading held _________, 2019. 

Second public reading held ____________, 2019. 

Adopted and passed _______________, 2019 with commissioner(s) __________________ 

voting in favor and commissioner(s) ________________ voting against. 

 

  YAMHILL COUNTY BOARD 

ATTEST  OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

BRIAN VAN BERGEN    

County Clerk  Chair   RICHARD L. “RICK”  OLSON 

 

 

By:      

 Deputy CAROLINA ROOK  Commissioner MARY STARRETT  

 

FORM APPROVED BY 

 

      

CHRISTIAN F. BOENISCH  Commissioner CASEY KULLA 

Yamhill County Legal Counsel 

 




