INFORMAL WORK SESSION MINUTES
October 1, 2019
1:30 p.m.

Room 32, Courthouse
535 NE Fifth St.

Present:

Commissioners Richard L. “Rick” Olson, Mary Starrett and Casey Kulla

Staff:

Ken Huffer, Christian Boenisch, Josephine Ko, Derrick Wharff, Jay Moskal, Gary
Wertz, Keri Hinton and Nohely Barajas-Montalvo

Guests:

Listed on the sign-in sheet

Commissioner Olson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
A.
CALENDAR SESSION: This time is reserved for the review of the commissioner’s
joint schedule (if needed).
The Commissioners reviewed joint schedules for October 1 – October 19, 2019. No
other county business was discussed.
B.
WORK SESSION: This time is reserved for topics of discussion scheduled for the
Commissioners in advance. If a work session is not needed, the balance of the meeting will
begin at 1:30 p.m.
Work Session –
a.
Review of a proposed draft ordinance to increase the Board membership from
three to five. Mr. Boenisch reviewed the draft ordinance revisions and clarified that Yamhill
County is a general law county which does not have a county charter and therefore restricts
election by districts. Staff and the Board reviewed language changes that will be updated for
Board final review. Mr. Huffer noted that the Compensation Committee which typically meets
in May as part of the budget process would be required to convene earlier in the year to set the
compensation rate for the additional Commissioner positions.
There was discussion regarding concerns of using taxpayer dollars, increasing the size of
government, use of county revenue and dividing the county into districts. Mr. Huffer addressed
the Board regarding the current and projected impact of increasing the current board from three
to five including salary rates, rollups, additional staff support and materials/services (see Exhibit
A). The consensus of the Board instructed staff to finalize the ordinance including the suggested
changes as discussed for Thursday’s formal session and to place on the agenda the first reading
of the final version of the ordinance.
1.

C.
INFORMAL SESSION: This time is reserved for briefings, receipt of reports,
consultation among commissioners and staff, reports from commissioners on recent actions in
the areas of their responsibilities, and other personnel and administrative decisions as
appropriate.
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1.

Department Updates
a.
Assessor’s Office – Derrick Wharff / Jay Moskal
Mr. Wharff updated the Board regarding the manufactured housing real market
value increases (see Exhibit B). He noted the tax roll value for manufactured homes has
increased by 215% since 2014. As of 2018, the median price for site-built homes has increased in
excess of $300,000 countywide which has impacted affordable and entry level housing. The tax
roll process begins today. Mr. Wharff anticipates calls to the Assessor’s Office will increase in
the coming weeks once tax statements are distributed.
Fair – Gary Wertz
Mr. Wertz updated the Board regarding the 2019 fair which saw decreased
attendance by 10%. He noted over 1200 exhibits participated and food sales increased by 30%.
He noted growth will be focused on daytime fair attendance.
b.

2.

Thursday Formal Session Agenda Review
a.
Consent Agenda Review (keep or move to non-consent)
There were no consent agenda items to move forward.
b.
Non-consent Agenda Review (add to consent or leave off)
The consensus of the Board was to move items F1 through F7 to Thursday’s
consent agenda.

3.

Executive Session: None.

4.

Commissioner Updates/Announcements/Discussion: None.

5.

Adjourn
Following commissioner updates the meeting adjourned at 2:56 p.m.

Carolina Rook
Secretary

MINUTES
Page 2

INFORMAL SESSION
October 1, 2019
1:30 p.m.

RO___ MS___ CK___

