
INFORMAL SESSION MINUTES
August 27, 2012 2:00 p.m. Commissioners’ Office Conference Room

PRESENT: Commissioners Leslie Lewis, Kathy George, and Mary P. Stern.

Staff: Rick Sanai, Laura Tschabold, Pat Anderson, Silas Halloran-Steiner, Ted Smietana, and
Mike Brandt.

Guests: Wayne Bailey, Winery Work Group.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Leslie called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.

* Personnel - Pat Anderson presented personnel requests from various departments.  See formal
session agenda for details.

* Contracts/Grants - Approve a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) Agreement between HHS
and Yamhill County Care Organization (YCCO) to establish a collaborative network of behavioral and
public health services to jointly serve the health care needs of county residents, effective November 1,
2012, through December 31, 2015.

Department Updates 

HHS: Silas Halloran-Steiner provided an update on the formation of YCCO, the election of
officers for the Board of Directors, and appointments to the Executive Committee.  He said that the
process is moving full speed ahead and community forums have been scheduled.  Kathy stated that last
Friday’s CCO meeting was very productive.

Silas stated that he believes the county has been awarded grants from both the Bureau of Justice
Administration (BJA) and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),
but he hasn’t received the official grant notification from SAMHSA yet.  He said that the grants should
fund a parole officer and 75% of two drug court counselors.  Mary stated that studies done on meth
addicts in treatment for three years have shown that 85% went back to using drugs afterward, which
indicates that short-term treatment is not as successful and highlights the need for continued support for
addiction and wrap-around services.

Community Corrections: Ted Smietana discussed budget issues, stating that he is struggling to
provide coverage for employees on maternity leave.  He reported that the first case analysis case got
through sentencing that morning and went smoothly.  He said that the attorneys all thought it was a big
improvement.  He clarified that the new process is being used just for high- and medium-risk cases.  He
reviewed staff changes at the Oregon Department of Corrections and upcoming meetings and training
that he would be involved in.

Title II Project Prioritization - The Board reviewed the project proposals for Title II funding through the
Siuslaw Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) and agreed to leave prioritization up to the RAC since
Yamhill County is not allocating any funds to Title II projects this year.
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Winery Work Group - The Board reviewed recommendations from the Winery Work Group (see Exhibit
A).  Wayne Bailey stated that the Willamette Valley Winery Association (WVWA) Board, of which he’s
a part, had previously done a lot of work in trying to define events and looking at appropriate uses of
Exclusive Farm Use land.  He said that he and other WVWA members were excited to be part of the
Winery Work Group as individual winery owners and be involved in the process.  He discussed
recommendations #4 and #9, noting that #9 is a change to current law, and a proposed Winery Activity
Matrix, which includes activities that not only drive sales but relate to marketing and brand-building.

Rick Sanai stated that winery owners wanting to sell their property and business can run into
problems because conditional use permits are not transferrable.  He suggested that the Board consider
making the permits transferrable.  He said that the permits could be revoked if there were problems with
the new owners.

Mike Brandt agreed with a recommendation from the Winery Work Group that this process be
undertaken again in five years, noting that it would be beneficial to the county as well as the winery
owners.  He said that he was impressed with the conscientiousness of the winery owners regarding the
future vision of the county as a whole, rather than just trying to get what they want for their businesses.

Leslie stated that she likes the matrix and appreciates the work done by the group to come up
with some clarity.  She said that ORS 215 and 452 have a stranglehold on what has become normal
business practice, and the legislature hasn’t dealt with it, largely because they haven’t had anything to
give them some clarity.  She said that she would be supportive of talking with the Association of Oregon
Counties about these recommendations.

* Procedures - Amend the “Rules of Procedure for the Conduct of Hearings of Land Use Matters”
for land use hearings heard by the Planning Commission and the Board of Commissioners.

Mike discussed a proposal to change the procedure for land use hearings (see Exhibit B).  Leslie
agreed that the current procedure has been difficult for years.  Rick said that the amended process would
lead to more orderly, less contentious hearings.  He agreed to prepare the Board Order amending the
rules of procedure.

* Committees - Approve the appointment of Michael Griffith to the Planning Commission for a
four-year term to expire July 1, 2016.

The meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m.

Anne Britt
Secretary
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