
MINUTES
BUDGET COMMITTEE WORK SESSION
June 1, 2012 1:30 p.m. Commissioners’ Office Conference Room

PRESENT: Budget Committee members Leslie Lewis, Kathy George, Mary P. Stern, Michael
Green, Chris McLaran, and Shelley Halleman.

Staff: Laura Tschabold and Chuck Vesper.

Guests: Jodi Christensen and Amy Jauron, McMinnville Economic Development
Partnership (MEDP).

Topic: Project: Grow Yamhill Valley

Leslie called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

Chris McLaran reviewed the economic development timeline that he’d handed out at the
April 3 meeting, along with the matrix of options presented to the Budget Committee members. 
He said that the committee had chosen to establish a public/private non-profit partnership to
identify a structure for delivering resources, with a focus on retention and expansion of existing
businesses.  He said that Jody Christensen and MEDP’s Board of Directors were able to come up
with a strategy to pursue this goal and get the best return on investment.

Jody presented a proposal for “Project: Grow Yamhill Valley” (see attachment).  She said
that the Board of Directors has decades of experience in economic development and would
commit to deliver a series of projects with clearly-defined outcomes.  She reviewed the four key
deliverables and the proposed budget, stating that she would provide quarterly reports and keep
in touch with the Board of Commissioners every step of the way.  She said that the county-wide
work group would be educated to understand that final decisions would be made by the
commissioners.  She added that she envisions the strategic plan as a living document that would
be reviewed every two years.

Mike Green stated that he would like the first deliverable to be completed sooner than
next June, and he would like to add a fifth deliverable that MEDP come up with at least two
projects to recommend for funding.  He said that he would also like MEDP to determine whether
or not the county could use the revolving loan and, if so, with what terms.  Jody said that his
suggestions were very reasonable.

Mike stated that if MEDP demonstrates the success that is anticipated over the next year,
it would be disappointing to see MEDP go back to doing only what it did before.  He said that
Grow Yamhill Valley or another named organization should carry on as MEDP’s successor. 
Mary agreed that the organization could not be MEDP if the county is contributing a substantial
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portion of its funding.  Jody stated that MEDP’s initial investors are in McMinnville and the
Board of Directors has not discussed the idea of becoming a county-wide organization, but there
would likely be an evaluation of the next steps in six months.  She assured the group that the
Board of Directors is 100% committed to this project and is very open to seeing what happens as
it goes forward.

Leslie noted that the Board had decided to go ahead with the Transportation Enhancement
Grant application for the Rails with Trails project, and video lottery dollars are about the only
source of funds available for the 10.25% match requirement.  She said that the county would
have the option to borrow the match funds from another fund and pay them back over five years
from the Economic Development Fund.  She said that it would be important to get a sense early
on of what the ongoing annual costs might be for Grow Yamhill Valley, because the Board really
needs to reserve some funds for these kinds of opportunities, and is already committing at least
$100,000 of video lottery money to other things.

Jody stated that MEDP could build a five-year pro forma budget.  She said that after the
first year, the county would have the key deliverables in hand and could go forward and decide
how to allocate the funds.  Mary pointed out that the Budget Committee was looking for a
strategic plan, and Chris has recommended that MEDP provide that.  She said that it isn’t fair to
ask him to come up with the strategic plan himself.  Mike added that without the deliverables
that MEDP has offered to provide, the county won’t know whether or not this is the best
direction to take, and this is probably the most effective way to get tangible deliverables by
knowledgeable people in a reasonable amount of time.

Mike stated that the county has financial resources independent of video lottery money to
fund what the commissioners feel is essential.  He said that if video lottery money went away, the
commissioners would find a way to fund Marine Patrol, the fair, etc., if they felt those functions
were critical.  Leslie respectfully disagreed.

Shelley Halleman stated that it is critical for the county to update its strategic plan, and
that would get accomplished as part of this proposal.  She expressed concern about MEDP’s
ability to accurately track funds and show how they were used for the county when some
activities benefit both Yamhill County and the City of McMinnville.  Jody assured her that it is
possible, and said that she has experience doing that.  She said that she would be asking for the
county’s guidance in the first quarterly report to make sure the reporting is accurate.  She
estimated that she and Amy Jauron would be spending a total of about ten hours per week during
the first couple of months to get the project up and running.

Kathy expressed concern that the strategic vision might be weighted heavily by who
shows up at the visioning meeting, and might not truly represent the vision of the county.  Jody
explained that she would have groups identified in certain sectors and would make sure their
views are represented.  She said that she would emphasize that primary traded-sector jobs are
key, but the county also supports other industries like tourism and wants to create a structure that
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helps make the best use of grant dollars.  Kathy stated that her view of economic development is
not doling out little bits of money as grants, but determining the hindrances to economic
development and working on removing those.  Chris agreed.  Mike added that the structure
should act as a filtering agent and point businesses in the right direction to find grant money for
themselves from other sources.

The consensus of the lay committee members was to go forward with the Grow Yamhill
Valley proposal.

Mary stated that, based on projected gas tax revenues, the county may need to dip into the
Economic Development Fund for its commitment to the Newberg-Dundee Bypass because the
bypass is important to economic development, but this is a good opportunity to get a plan in
place and move forward.

The meeting adjourned at 3:08 p.m.

Prepared by Anne Britt YAMHILL COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE

____________________________________
Shelley Halleman, Secretary
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