
INFORMAL MINUTES
March 15, 2010 2:00 p.m. Oval Office

PRESENT: Commissioners Kathy George, Mary P. Stern, and Leslie Lewis.

Staff: Laura Tschabold, Rick Sanai, Pat Anderson.

Guests: Hannah Hoffman, News-Register; Barry Donenfeld, and Lisa Parker-Cowan, 3410
Cherry Ave, Salem 97303; Charlene Gibb, 300 SW Hill Rd, McMinnville; Jo
McIntyre, 131 NW 8th, McMinnville; and Gordon Cook, 24850 Albertson Rd,
Hillsboro 97123.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Kathy called the meeting to order.

* Personnel - Pat presented personnel requests from various departments.  See agenda for
details.

NWSDS - Barry Donenfeld, Executive Director of NorthWest Senior & Disability Services
(NWSDS), explained that the reason the budget published in January 2010 is higher than the initial
budget adopted in June 2009 is that initial budget was based on the Governor’s Recommended
Budget and the adopted budget is based on what was later approved by the state legislature.  He
provided an overview of the services provided by NWSDS, eligibility requirements, locations,
statistics, and effective business practices being used.  He stated that OPI clients receive minimal
service, but their services are increased temporarily as needed to keep them from having to enter the
Medicaid system.

Kathy thanked Barry for the update and stated that NWSDS is a great program.  Leslie
emphasized the importance of helping people stay in their homes whenever possible.

RIAC Annual Report - Gordon Cook, Chair of the Road Improvement Advisory Committee,
presented the 2009 annual report (see Exhibit A).  He said that one of the high points of 2009 was
getting RIAC on the county’s website and he would like to build on that and track how much the
website is being accessed.  He stated that giving citizens the ability to see online that RIAC is
involved with the roads and is getting things done helps calm their concerns.  He added that under
John Phelan’s leadership, staff has done a more effective job of handling citizen calls as well.  He
noted that changes in grading methods may generate some citizen complaints at first, as dirt is being
pulled back onto the roads from ditches, but the changes will eventually lead to better roads that will
require much less maintenance.

He stated that John’s communication with everyone has really improved things and
presentations to RIAC by staff members have been extremely helpful.  The group discussed ways to
share those presentations with the Board and with the public.  
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Gordon said that RIAC would like to become even more involved in the budget process and
would like to increase communication with the Sheriff’s Office.  He suggested putting more
emphasis on hazardous intersections and better equipment utilization.  Leslie stated that John has
also targeted RIAC’s subcommittees more to have them make recommendations and develop long-
term strategies in different areas.

Prescription Drug Plan - The group briefly discussed the prescription drug plan available through the
National Association of Counties (NACo).  Kathy and Leslie agreed that there is no reason not to
offer this plan in addition to the state program already available to everyone in the state.  Laura
stated that John Gray has a few concerns about the agreement that need to be resolved first.

LNG Resolution - Kathy and Leslie agreed to review the draft resolution prepared by Mary and send
her any suggestions for changes.

* Biennial Plan - Approve the 2011-13 Addictions & Mental Health Biennial Implementation
Plan.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Anne Britt
Secretary
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