
INFORMAL SESSION MINUTES
February 2, 2015 2:00 p.m. Commissioners’ Office Conference Room

PRESENT: Commissioners Allen Springer, Mary Starrett and Stan Primozich.

Staff: Laura Tschabold, Chuck Vesper, Christian Boenisch, Becky Weaver and Sue
Lamb.

Guests: Tony Hyde, Doug Robertson, Craig Pope and Nicole Montesano, News-Register

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Allen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

* Contracts/Grants- see agenda for details.

*    Homeland Security Grant applications for 2015- Sue Lamb explained the timing process
of the applications and added that every county, including all of the jurisdictions within the
county, can submit up to seven projects to the state, by February 13 . She said once theth

applications are submitted, they are collated and given to the Grant Review Committee which
consists of a diverse group from all response agencies including fire, police, emergency
management, education, volunteer organizations, utilities, etc. and will then go through the
applications, rate them and meet again a few weeks later. She said they get compiled into an
overall list of ranking and decide to award all or partial funding. Sue said that it’s different this
year in that Homeland Security won’t know exactly how much money there is to award so it’ll be
a recommendation versus an absolute award.

Mary asked if the county is competing in any way with other counties in the proposal. Sue
clarified that every application is competing equally with every other application statewide. She
said every project is weighed on it’s own against every other application and 73 full or partial
awards are awarded across the state.

Laura stated that when the Homeland Security Grant process first started, the county was
the entity that selected and prioritized the county’s projects and there was a specific allocation
awarded to each county area, and that has changed in the last three years. Sue added that the
county still facilitates the process from all of the agencies but no longer sets the priorities. She
said at the end of August or the first part of September is when they give allocations to the state
but the distribution time is October of 2015 through September of 2016.

*      Capital Improvement- Authorize Facilities Maintenance to accept a proposal from RSS
Architecture, P.C. for replacement of the courthouse and Moore Building elevators.  
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*      Committees- see agenda for details.                          
  

* Authorize a free transit day in May for the Community Connect Event.

O&C Counties Presentation- Columbia County Commissioner and, President for the Association
of Oregon Counties (AOC), Tony Hyde, gave a briefing on where the association of Oregon and
California Lands (O&C) stands in regards to payments and to brought them up to speed on the
issue. Doug Robertson who is the former chair of O&C and now member of AOC and Craig
Pope, Polk County Commissioner, stated that the purpose for today’s visit is for continued
association with Yamhill County to see this through and reinstate payments. Tony added that so
far, 17 counties have continued in their membership and said there is no other association like
O&C and hopes that the National Association of Counties (NACo) will give them a strong voice.
Craig said he will work closely with the commissioners to reach out and provide more
information as requested. [See attachment for details.]

Following commissioner updates, the meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.

Lucy Flores Mendez

Secretary
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