
Yamhill County Forestland Classification Committee 
Panther Creek ODF Guard Station, Carlton, Oregon 

January 11, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
Committee Members in Attendance: 
Walt Shields (Chair), Property owner and professional forester 
Tara Patterson, Yamhill County Landowner 
Mary Chamness, Yamhill County Landowner (via phone) 
Eric Perkins (Secretary), Oregon Department of Forestry 
Chief Liepfert, McMinnville Fire Department 
 
Members Unable to Attend: 
James Johnson, OSU Extension 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Mike Cafferata, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Nate Agalzoff, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Jeff Classen, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Mike Totey, Oregon Department of Forestry 
Jeff Ivie, Yamhill County Assessors Office (via phone) 
 
 
General Business 
 

 Walt Shields called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m. 
o This meeting had a call-in option for those committee members or public that couldn’t 

attend in person.  
 Walt had a roll call for all those present and joining on the conference call  

o  Walt called attention to the fact that this meeting was open to public, like all meetings to-
date. 

 No public in attendance and no additional comments were received. 

 The committee had a brief discussion and review of the previous meeting minutes, which had not 
yet been approved. 

o Motion for the approval of the August29th meeting minutes by Chief Leipfert.  Motion 
carried. 

o Motion for the approval of the October 26th meeting minutes by Eric Perkins.  Motion 
carried. 

 Mike C provided a general overview of the Public Hearing and how it went.  After the hearing was 

officially over, ODF staff continued the discussion about the protection district boundaries with the 

public in attendance and to answer general questions they had. 

o All participants indicated that they had reviewed the Hearing Officers Report and had no 

additional questions or recommended changes. 

 Eric motioned that we approve the “Report to Yamhill County Forestland Classification On Proposed 

Amendments to Forestland Classification in Yamhill County” with no changes.  Motion carried. 



 Leipfert motioned that we accept all preliminary classification changes to date. That the committee 

accept these classification decisions, which are located inside the ODF protection district boundary, 

as final.  Motion carried. 

Good of the Order 

 Committee discussion on how to conduct periodic review—required once every 5 years minimum.  

The need for reviews will be assessed based on land use changes and community growth. 

 Tara Patterson recommended that the term “forestland” be changed to some other more 

descriptive term (Wildland, fire risk area, etc.) that will be simpler for general public to understand.   

o Mike Totey said there has been statewide discussion on this, but in the past, there’s been a 

lack of landowner support for revising statutes. 

 Walt motioned to adjourn at 2:57 pm. Motion carried. 

 

 
 


